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Israeli planes rocket sites 
in east Lebanon 

RASHAYA (R) — Israeli planes on W^n.^ t 

suspected HizbolJah guerrilla ra™ ™ in 

Bek^vaUey, Ubanel .security S .^4 

urmeduue repon of casualties in the attack the ei»h?h1n? 

Lebanon since the beginning of 

sources said four phi** fired a total of ethi 

runs into the valleys south of Ziiinv, in ik. * 1 in llur 

Ef a Habollah guerrillas fired mortal 
the pro-Israeli mriiiia outposts of Zounintwa and |£S 
made (he i zone, causing no damage or casualties. uccufdine 
to a South Lhm Army [SLA] militia source HfaSbh 
gueml^arefighong l0 oust Isncli ^ ^ 

SLA militia allies from the 15-km wide occupation 


i /.one. 
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Iranian president asks to turn 
page with Iraq 

BAGHDAD lAFP) — Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami sent his Iraqi counterpart Saddam Hussein a mes- 
sace calling for "a new era” in their countries relations, the 
official CSA news agency said Wednesday. Ihresident 
Khatami “expressed hope that relations between the two 
countries will enter a new era marked by cooperation, 
brotherhood and mutual respect." IMA said. The message 
was sent to President Hussein last week cm ’Eid Al ritr. the 
feast marking the end of die lasting month of Ramadan, 
said the aeency. President Hussein had sent Mr. Khatami a 
mes>aae on the occasion wishing him well and sa\ ing he 
hoped for an improvement in Iraqi- Iranian tics, lr.ifikin For- 
eign Minister Kamal Khanizi called his opposite number in 
Iraq. Mofcunmad Said .AJ Sahhaf. Tuesday unJ told biir. 
that Tehran rejects LLS. thread against Iraq. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


Arab League chief refutes reports 
of Arab support for strike on Iraq 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special la ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Arab 
League secretary general. 
Esmat Abdul Meguid. on 
Wednesday refuted state- 
ments by' U.S. Secretary' of 
State Madeleine Albright* that 
some Arab stales were in sup- 
port of a military' strike against 
Iraq to resolve the deadlock 
between Baghdad and Wash- 
ington. 

"At this stage, it is difficult 
to believe that any Arab state 
accepts that Iraq be attacked," 
said Dr. Abdul Meguid. who 
was in Amman en route to 
Baghdad in a bid to convince 
Iraq to grant U.N. inspectors 
access to presidential palaces. 

During her visit to Bahrain 
this week. Ms. Albright hinted 
that some Arab countries were 
in support of the military 
option. 

Ms. Albright, who visited 
Bahrain, Kuwait Saudi Ara- 
bia, and Egypt indicated dur- 
ing her visit to Manama that 
the leadership would not 
object to the use of U.S. naval 
forces based in that country in 
any attack on Iraq. Agencc 
France Presse reported. 

Ms. Albright also said that 
the U.S. was confident of the 
cooperation of Gulf states in 
the event the U.S. resorted to a 
military option. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid reacted 
by saying: “I beard these state- 
ments and I believe all parties 
are trying to reach a peaceful 
solution to the dangerous 
problem and I do not believe 
that any Arab state had the 
inclination to support [U.S.] 
strike against Iraq.” 

He said he was "authorised 


by -Arab leaders" to cik^ up his 
mission. 

"If they had any reserva- 
tions, [hey [the Arab leaders] 
would not agree to send me to 
Baghdad.’ the Arab League 
chief said. 

Earlier this week Russian 
and French envoys Viktor 
Posuvalyuk and Bertrand 
Dufourcq arrived in Baghdad 
to convince Iraqi leadership to 
grant a free access to U.N. 

ins peelers. 

"The situation is dangerous 
and difficult. And it is for us to 
exert all efforts to reach a 
peaceful solution... We are Dy- 
ing to find a peaceful solution 
and I think the mandate I have 
received from Lhe Arab lead- 
ers is to try and find a .solu- 
tion." Dr. Abdul Meguid 
added. 

The .Arab League chief, a 
former Egyptian foreign min- 
ister, said that he would stress 
in his meeting with Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein on 
Baghdad's fill] compliance 
with the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions. 

He said thai he could not 
“speak about a plan or propos- 
als." 

"I would tell you that I have 
to wait till I reach BagluJad 
and then this will be the sub- 
ject of my discussion,” Dr. 
Abdul Meguid said before 
leaving by land to Iraq. 

'1 know that my task is dif- 
ficult but i will do whatever J 
can because the trend in the 
Arab World is to avoid the 
military strike against Iraq,” 
he added. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Favez Tarawneh, who 
received Dr. Abdul Meguid 
upon his arrival also said that 



Foreign Minister Faycz Tarawneh greets Arab league Secretary General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid upon his arrival at Amman airport on Wednesday. Following talks with Dr. 
Tarawneh, Dr. Abdul Meguid is due to leave on the 1,000-km drive to Baghdad, where he 
will try to find a peaceful solution to the crises with Iraq over arms inspections (.AFP 
photo) 


Jordan wants to sec a peaceful 
end to the crisis. 

"We believe in institutional 
efforts rewards ending the suf- 
fering of the Iraqi people." 
Dr. Thrawneh said in reference 
.to the Arab League initiative. 

"We believe in the severity 
of the situation and also die 
importance of the efforts by 
the Arab League on behalf of 
the Arab leaders,” he added. 

Meanwhile, Lower House 
deputies lashed out at the U.S. 
and accused it of escalating 
tension in the region "without 
a legal pretext.”'’ 

The deputies, who were dis- 
cussing the situation in Iraq 


during their regular session on 
Wednesday, stressed on the 
need to exert all passible 
efforts to "spare Iraq from any 
possible U.S. attack." 

They also called for joint 
.Arab and Lslamie action to put 
an end to the deadlock. 

During the session, the gov- 
ernment requested the House 
lo hold a closed -door meeting 
to discuss the new develop^ 
menus in the crisis between 
Iraq and the United States. 

Following the secret ses- 
sion, House Speaker Sa’d 
Havel Sruurtold Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 


briefed the deputies about 
efforts by Jordan to reach a 
peaceful solution to the prob- 
lem. especially contacts with 
Egypt, Iran, and the U.S. 

Mr. Srour told Petra that Dr. 
Majali also briefed the law- 
makers on all measures the 
Kingdom has undertaken to 
face the consequences of a 
possible U.S. strike against 
Iraq. 

Following the session, the 
80-member House issued a 
statement denouncing "U.S. 
threats to use force to settle 
differences" with Iraq and said 
that dialogue and diplomacy* 
were the solutions to the crisis. 


Iraq welcomes French proposals, 
agrees to allow inspection of 8 sites 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

JRAQ responded 
favourably to key pans of a 
French plan to defuse a cri- 
sis with U.N. arms inspec- 
tors on Wednesday, but the 
United States warned that 
only unconditional access 
to suspect sites would avert 
the threat of a military 
strike. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin warned, meanwhile, 
that any U.S. military 
attack to force Baghdad to 
cooperate w*ith the U.N. 
Special Commission 

(UNSCOM) charged with 
disarming Iraq could spark 
a world war. 

"[US President Bill] Clin- 
ton's actions could lead to a 
world war. He is acting too 
brazenly there,” Mr. Yeltsin 
said in Moscow. 

The official Iraqi New:s 
Agency (INA) said Presi- 
dent Saddam Saddam was 
in agreement with “key ele- 
ments" of proposals put to 
him by French special 
envoy Bertrand Dufourcq 
in a rwo-hour meeting 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Dufourcq, foreign 
mini stry director general, 
presented President Hus- 
sein with a detailed plan 
drawn up by French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac to 
allow U.N. arms experts to 
search so-called presiden- 
tial sites for banned 
weapons. 

"President Saddam Hus- 
sein said he was in agree- 
ment with the key elements 
in this message concerning 
the current situation and 
what must be done to reach 
a fair political settlement in 
line with Security Council 
resolutions and their real 
objectives," INA said. 


Arab diplomats said the 
plan involved juggling the 
numbers of diplomats and 
U.N. inspectors on visits to 
presidential sites to meet 
Iraqi concerns over sover- 
eignty. 

In Cairo, Egyptian For- 
eign Minister Amr Musa 
said Iraq has agreed to 
allow international inspec- 
tions of eight presidential 
sites. 

"Iraq informed us that it 
will take this measure but 
refused to give more 
details." Mr. Musa said. 
“Iraq also informed France 
and Russia of its decision.” 

Bui the United States said 
any plan must involve 
"unconditional" access to 
ail suspect sites for 
UNSCOM. 

“We would evaluate any 
idea... in the context of our 
belief that UNSCOM needs 
unfettered, unconditional 
access to the sites it needs 
to inspect.” said White 
House spokesman Michael 
McCurry. 

"The reason we are cir- 
cumspect about evaluating 
these ideas is we want to 
see what they really are. 
But no matter what they 
•are. in our view they need 
to meet the test that 
UNSCOM has made quite 
clear. They need uncondi- 
tional, unfettered access to 
the sites." 

Mr. McCurry also insisted 
that President Yeltsin’s 
comments about the threat 
of a new world war had 
been ‘‘revised and amend- 

ed ” • - , , 

"His [Yeltsin >3 very tal- 
ented and able press secre- 
tary has already revised and . 
amended that remark." stud 
Mr. McCurry. . 

Mr. McCurry said Presi- 
dent Yeltsin's press secre- 


tary had also said "that the 
interpretation of . that 
remark by American jour- 
nalises was ridiculous and 
absurd" and that it wax 
“due to their less than profi- 
cient skill in Russian lan- 
guage." 

"We are confident that the 
purpose of Russian diplo- 
macy is to pursue a diplo- 
matic solution to this mat- 
ter,” Mr. McCurry added. 

British and U.S. ministers 
arc to visit Gulf Arab states 
to secure political and 
logistical support for possi- 
ble military strikes against 
Iraq, diplomats said on 
Wednesday. 

“They arc trying to avoid 
previous mistakes and hold 
real consultations with 
everyone in the region to 
bring everybody to their 
side and explain what are 
the concerns over Iraq,” 
said a senior Western diplo- 
mat. 

Early next week, U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen will also tour the 
region lo secure pledges of 
logistical support for U.S. 
forces in the Gulf in case of 
military action and the pos- 
sible dispatching of added 
troops and hardware. 

‘The Kuwaitis are fine, 
they are on board and ready 
to help,” said one diplomat, 
confirming earlier remarks 
by defence sources that the 
tiny state had agreed in 
principle to offer political 
support and logistical back- 
ing in case of a strike. 

U.S. House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich Tuesday rejected 
an invitation issued to 
members of the U.S. Con- 
gress to lour suspected 
weapons sites that Baghdad 
has declared off limits to 
U.N. inspectors. 

“If it is Saddam Hussein’s 


desire to be included and 
recognised in the world 
community, he must accept 
unlimited and uncondition- 
al U.N. inspections.” he 
said in a statement. 

“He must also pledge to 
dismantle terror weapons of 
mass destruction. Anything 
short of full compliance 
with those requirements 
will be viewed as unaccept- 
able. 

Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid arrived in Baghdad 
later Wednesday as port of a 
flurry of diplomatic con- 
tacts to broker a peaceful 
solution to the standoff. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Ismail Cem also arrived in 
the Iraqi capital on Wednes- 
day. and Russian envoy 
Viktor Posuvalyuk is still in 
Baghdad after meeting 
President Saddam on Mon- 
day. 

INA said the Iraqi presi- 
dent had welcomed all ini- 
tiatives and that “construc- 
tive dialogue” with tile 
Russian envoy had allowed 
for “important progress." 

Mr. Cent was scheduled 
to meet with Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq .Aziz 
on Thursday to urge the 
Iraqi leadership to end its 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion programmes. 

“Our aim is to erasure ihat 
the children of the region 
do not live through the dis- 
aster of war, that they grow 
up secure and do nor suffer 
pain,” Mr. Cem said before 
leaving. 

Turkey demanded that 
Baghdad either comply 
with United Nations obliga- 
tions or suffer the conse- 
quences of a military strike. 


(Continued on page 3) 


Russian Duma 
adopts appeal 
to Yeltsin over 
Iraq 

MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
lower house of the Russian 
parliament. the State 
Duma, adopted a resolution 
Wednesday calling on 
President Boris Yeltsin to 
review Russia's adherence 
to U.N. sanctions in the 
event of an attack on Iraq. 

The resolution, which is 
legally non-binding, was 
adopted by 323 votes to 19 
against, with one absten- 
tion. in the Duma, which is 
dominated by Communist 
and nationalist deputies. 

The resolution called on 
Mr. Yeltsin "to reassess the 
need for Russia's contin- 
ued adherence to the sanc- 
tions regime in the event of 
any unsanctioned use of 
force by the U.N. Security 
Council against Iraq.” 

An earlier outline version 
of the resolution was 
adopted by the Duma Tues- 
day, but the final draft did 
not conrain a clause which 
called on the United States 
and Britain to give an offi- 
cial explanation for 
rumours about the possibil- 
ity of a nuclear strike on 
Iraq. 

Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Igor Ivanov, who 
attended the debate, criti- 
cised the appeal to Mr. 
Yeltsin to review the sanc- 
tions policy if Iraq were 
attacked. 

He said Russia did not 
have the right unilaterally 
to review the embargo 
imposed on Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Mr. Yeltsin has urged the 
United States not lo resort 
lo force in the standoff trig- 
gered by Iraq’s refusal to 
open presidential sites to 
U.N. weapons inspectors. 


Deputies demand Mutawi 
resignation over festival 


Cl 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Sfh-i. ia{ ro the Jttrdan Tunes 

AMMAN — Twenty -three 
deputies in the Lower House 
of Parliament on Wednesday 
pivv.cd for the resignation of 
the information minister for 
allowing the recent .Arabic 
Song Festival, which they 
claimed \\::s immoral and vio- 
lated Muslim beliefs, 

Tltcy said they were out- 
raged by the revealing and 
skimpv dreNses worn by some 
of tit singer*, emcees and 
those who conducted back- 
stage interviews — mostly 
Lebanese. Syrian and Egypt- 
ian. 

But liberal lawmakers in the 
80- seat House and the govern- 
ment hit back, saving that the 
four-day festival, organised by 
Orbit Satellite Television and 
Radio Network in conjunction 
with Jordan Television, was a 
great success and reflected the 
Kingdom’s cultural openness 
and tolerance. 

According to the Constitu- 
tion, the Lower House can dis- 
miss a minister only if the 
absolute majority of the 
House. 4 1 deputies, vote to do 
so. 

“The festival included 
scenes and behaviour contrary 
to our traditions, ethics, our 
Islamic heritage, our national 
standards and our tribal 
norms.” read a petition signed 
by 23 Islamist. Christian” and 
traditionalist deputies. The 
motion was circulated during 
Wednesday's meeting, the first 
since the 'Eid AI Fur holiday 
ended on Sunday. 

"Because all of this was 
broadcast live on Jordan Tele- 
vision [JTV] without due con- 
sideration to our feelings and 
to the sanctity of our homes 
and our honour, we declare 
that we are withholding confi- 


dence in Minister of State for 
Information Affairs Samir 
Mutawi," they said. 

They also criticised JTV lor 
broadcasting some of the 
shows live. 

"Is this the gift of the Min- 
istry of Information for its peo- 
ple on ‘Eid .Al Fib?’ Islamist 
Deputy Mohammad Azoideh 
asked. “This shameful festival 
ruined the happiness of all 
those who tasted during the 
month of Ramadan.” 

However. Etpuiy Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ensour told 
deputies that he did not see a 
reason for the commotion over 
the charity festival. 

"It is not true that JTV dis- 
played show s of immorality or 
disgrace," Dr. Ensour told the 
House. "Jordan is an open 
country." 

Leftist Deputy Bussum Hud- 
dadin and liberal deputy Aii 
Ahul Ragheb drew negative 
comments for defending the 
festival. Others wondered why 
citizens, who opposed such 
cultural performances, tuned 
in. 

"Most of the viewing public 
watched the shows." said Mr. 
Haddadin "The world roday is 
a small village, and he who 
thinks that protecting our tradi- 
tions and beliefs can only be 
done by oppression is mistak- 
en." 

He said opening JTV up to 
other satellite channels 
improved competition and 
helped promote Jordan's cul- 
ture and touristic sites. 

Mr. Abui Ragheb, a former 
trade minister, said the 
deputies' outcry was exagger- 
ated. 

"We are a democratic coun- 
try that believes in pluralism," 
he said. “We accommodate 
the different tastes of our citi- 
zens and do not restrict our- 
selves to the tastes of a specif- 


ic group of people." lie told ihe 
House. 

“U wa> a succevJul event, 
and we look forward to hold- 
ing more festhulx of a si mil.tr 
nature in the future." 

JTV official* also ham- 
mered home the same mes- 
sage, arguing that it* variety oi 
programmes are designed to 
cater to the wishes of mos. 
spectators. “We offer a variety 
of programmes and viewers 
can tune into the progntmm.- 
they like." one official stud. 

The proceeds from the show, 
which featured 12 popular 
Arab singers and many other 
celebrities, will go to the 
Young Muslim Women's 
Association in Jordan. 

Officials say hundreds of 
thousands of .Arab viewers 
from all over the world 
watched the show, while 
12.000 spectators attended die 
event at Al Hussein Sports 
City in Amman. 

The JD 10-20 tickets for the 
event were sold out well in 
advance of the festival, which 
started on the first day of 'Eid 
Al Fitr last Thursday. 

Local newspapers have 
shown similar division oter 
the festival, with some writes 
praising it and others con- 
demning the glittering show. 

In an article published in the 
Arabic daily Al Ra'i on Mon- 
day. former Islamist Deputy 
Bassam Emoush slummed the 
hosts and said the show took 
people on a sudden jump from 
the spiritual and religious 
atmosphere of ii«e nV.y 
Month of R;iniad;in to flagrant 
shows by its performers and 
presenters. 

"We are not against con- 
structive art but what was pre- 
sented to us was something 
else.” Dr. Emoush said, “ft 
was a show of fashion, flesh, 
breasts and legs." 


Palestinians to meet U.S. officials 
next week on peace proce: 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

PALESTINIAN NEGOTIA- 
TORS will hold meetings with 
U.S. officials in Washington 
Monday and Tuesday in the 
United Stales' latest attempt to 
break the peace process dead- 
lock, a Palestinian official said. 

Chief Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erekai told "journalists 
Wednesday that he would 
meet U.S. special Middle East 
envoy Dennis Ross for two 
days of talks on U.S. proposals 
for a promised Israeli troop 
withdrawal in the West Bonk. 

.An Israeli delegation is 
expected to hold similar talks 
in Washington, but a day for 
the meetings has not been 
announced. 

US!. Secretary of Stale 
Madeleine Aibrighc convinced 
the two sides to send officials 
to Washington in a bid to keep 
talks alive after her weekend 
mission to the region failed lo 
reach a breakthrough in the 
stalemate. 

Ms. Albright had tried lo 
push through a U.5. bridging 
proposal for a step-by'-step 
Israeli withdrawal in the West 
Bank, in which each step 


would be linked to Palestinian 
action against anti-Israeli 
groups. 

Mr. Erekai said he would 
ask the United States to draw 
up "mechanisms to force 
Israel to ftilfiJ .its commit- 
ments.” 

Mr. Erekai said he had met 
Mr. Ross in London on Thurs- 
day, but denied a report in the 
Israeli daily Maariv that he 
also met Mr. Netanyahu aide 
Yitzhak Molkho in secret fxe- 
to-face talks. 

Meanwhile, Nabil Shaath, 
minister of planning and inter- 
national cooperation in the 
Palestinian National Authority, 
said an Arab summit should be 
held to create a European- 
sty le troika to press the United 
States and its Western allies to 
get Israel to move on Middle 
East peace, a Palestinian offi- 
cial said in remarks Wednes- 
day. 

"At this.summiL Arab heads 
of stale should choose three 
leaders who will go to U.S. 
President Bill Clinton lo tell 
him that all our potentials and 
our relations with you will be 
linked to w hat you do for the 
Palestinian cause.” Mr. Shaath 
told die United Arab Emirates 


«S 


daily Al Imhad. 

"They should tell him that 
we count a accept that you 
abandon the peace agreement 
which you witnessed." 

Mr. Shaath, who was refer- 
ring to the 1993 autonomy 
deal between Israel and Pales- 
tinians. said the .Arab troika 
should also see the leaders of 
France. Germany and Britain 
besides the European Com- 
mission, the governing council 
of the European Union (EU ). 

The troika is comprised of 
the past, present and future 
presidents of the EU. 

“They should tell them we 
want a joint European move 
because if the pence process 
toilers, then we wili he faced 
with a eoLLstrophe on the Arab. 
Israeli and world levels.” he 
said. 

Mr. Shaath also urged Arab 
countries to set up a fttnd with 
a capital of at least $500 mil- 
lion to help Palestinians in the 
self-rule areas of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“Any talk about Palestine 
outside this practical frame- 
work is a waste of time.” he 
added. 


Heavy traffic at U.S. base in Turkey ‘regular- — official 

launched frequent bombing 
strikes on Iraq during the 19yi 
Gulf war but they have not 
taken pan in subsequent puni- 
tive strikes bv Washington. 

Turkish and U.S. officials say 
Warrington has not asked 
Ankara for the use of Inciriik in 
any possible strike against Iraq 
during the current crisis. 

However. Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz has said Turkey 
would side with its close ally the 
United States in demanding Iraq 
submit to U.N.-mandaied arms 
inspections. 


ANKARA <Rt — Turkey's 
suuc-nin Anatolian news 
agency reported heavy traffic on 
\\tdnesdav at a U.S.-Turkish air 
base u>ed to patrol northern Iraq 
but U.S. officials said it was 
unrelated to the tension with 
Baghdad over arms inspections. 

'Tltere w as heavy flight traf- 
fic at Inciriik from the early 
hours of lire morning.” Anato- 
lian said It said iwu KC-153 
tanker planes and 12 P-15 and 
F-16 fighter planes took off 
from the Inciriik base in two 
hours. 

It said eight jets later landed at 


the base, near the southern city 
of Adana. 

A U.S. spokesman at Inciriik 
said the activity was not extraor- 
dinary. “We conducted regular 
flights today.” he told Reuters. 

Asked if ihe flights were relat- 
ed to the U.S. military build-up 
against Iraq, the ^x^esman 
said: "No.” 

U.S. and British planes from 
the base regularly fly over 
northern Iraq to enforce a no-fly 
zone aimed at protecting Iraq's 
Kunls from any attack by Bagh- 
dad. 

U.S. aircraft based at Inciriik 
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Algerian forces kill 31 rebels — papers 


PARIS (R) — Algerian gov- 
ernment forces have killed 3 1 
Islamist rebels in their latest 
offensives against guerrilla 
strongholds, Algerian news- 
papers said Wednesday. 

On the diplomatic front an 
Algerian newspaper quoted 
official sources as sa ving For- 
eign Minister Ahmad Aitaf 
might decide against meeting 
British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook in London 
because the Algerian govern- 
ment largely blames Britain 
for jeopardising a dialogue 
with the European Union. 

A1 Watan said troops heavi- 
ly shelled a rebel base in 
Bouhanifia area in the west- 
ern province of Mascara and 
then stormed it, killin g 19 
gunmen on Monday. 

In other military operations 


near Algiers — in Blida and 
Boudra — 10 rebels were 
killed on Monday and Tues- 
day, said A1 Khabar. It said 
two more died in the western 
Relizane area. 

Reports of massacres of 
hunched of villagers in 
Relizane early in January put 
the six-year-old Algerian cri- 
sis under the world spotlight 
and brought a European 
Union team of junior foreign 
ministers to Algiers. 

Algiers told the EU it would 
continue a dialogue with it 
and the EU said Algerian 
Minister Attaf would l«tw 
visit London to meet Mn 
Cook, whose country holds 
the rotating EU presidency. 

But Le Matin newspaper, 
quoting Algerian officials, on 
Wednesday said Mr. Attaf 


might have scrapped this 
because Algerian authorities, 
saw Britain’s stand as a pan of 
the problem. 

“Britain is leading the dia- 
logue between Algeria and 
tite EU into a dead end." said 
Le Matin, quoting the 'offi- 
cials. ‘ 

Le Matin said the .aptbdri- 
ties considered Mir.' Cook’s 
insistence on Algeria opening 
a wide dialogue, including the 
banned Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), was interference 
in its affairs. 

The Algerian government 
rejecting EU demands that 
Algiers allow an international 
probe into the massacres, 
wants that dialogue and links 
with the EU to be focused on 
muzzling exiled Islamists and 
bolstering economic cqppera- 


tkxt 

Le Matin said Algeria 
seemed to have washed its 
hands of serious dialogue 
with the EU during 1998 
because it appeared to have 
no strong belief in the EU 


presidencies this year. 

“Algiers also expects little 
from '[the next presidency 
holder] Austria, which distin- 
guishes itself with a complete 
lack of knowledge of Alge- 
ria’s problems and the Arab 
World as well as the Third 
World in general" said Le 
Matin. quoting official 
sources. 

Algerian ambassador to 
Washington Ramtane 

Lamamra was quoted on 
Wednesday by the official 
Algerian news agency APS as 
saying the security situation 


was under control, 

‘Terrorism does not now 
represent a threat to the 
national security even though 
it still constitutes a major 
challenge to public security in 
some areas." be said. 

Interior Minister Mustapha 
Ben Mans our, visiting the 
western province of TIemcen 
where 15 civilians were killed 
on Monday at a fake road- 
block attack, said on Tuesday 
that “the state is strong with 
its means and men. The gov- 
ernment is determined to fight 
the forces of evil implacably." 

Western estimates say more 
than 65,000 people have been 
lulled in Algeria’s violence 
since 1992. when the authori- 
ties cancelled a general elec- 
tion in which die FIS had 
taken a commanding lead. 


Egypt says it won’t join U.S.-led strike on Iraq 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
Wednesday ruled out Egyptian 
participation in any U.S.-led 
military strike against Bagh- 
dad over its failure to allow 
U.N. arms inspectors to search 
sites in Iraq. 

“We are not ready to partici- 
pate with the United States in 
any military action,” Mr. 
Mubarak told reporters who 
asked what course of action 
Egypt would take if diplomacy 
failed to defuse the UJN.-Iraq 
crisis. 

Mr. Mubarak warned how- 
ever that Iraq wffl face dire 
consequences unless it com- 
plied with U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 

“We ask Iraq to implement 
the U.N. Security Council res- 
olutions. This is very impor- 
tant because otherwise there 
will be grave consequences," 
Mr. Mubarak told reporters 
after inaugurating a nuclear 
reactor with Argentine Presi- 
dent Carlos Menem. 

The United States has 
warned of a possible military 
strike against Iraq if Baghdad 
refuses to pant foil access to 
U.N. arms inspectors, includ- 
ing access to so-called presi- 
dential palaces. 


Egypt, one of several Arab 
countries that took part in a 
U.S.-led coalition that drove 
Iraqi troops from Kuwait in 
1991, has repeatedly said this 
week that it was opposed to the 
use of force agains t Iraq. 

Arab League chief Esrnat 
Abdul Megitid travelled on a 
peace mission to Baghdad on 
Wednesday at Mr. Mubarak’s 
request to discuss with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein a 
peaceful way out of the crisis. 

‘There are no Egyptian pro- 
posals but we ask Iraq to avoid 
foe dangerous consequences 
and implement the U.N. reso- 
lutions," President Mubarak 
said when asked if Mr. Abdul 
Megitid was taking specific 
proposals to end the crisis. 

U.S. Secretary of Stare 
Madeleine Albright on Tues- 
day wound up in Cairo a Euro- 
pean and Arab tour to gamer 
support for a military strike, 
saying that the United States 
and Arab countries favoured 
diplomacy. 

But she warned thai failure 
by President Hussein to com- 
ply would mean a military 
strike on Iraq. 

During a stopover in Shan- 
non, Ireland, on her way back 
home. Ms. Albright said how- 


Syria would not support U.S. 
strike against Iraq — Khaddam 


DAMASCUS (API — Syria 
said Wednesday that a mili- 
tary attack on Iraq would be 
unjustifiab le and dangerous 
for the Middle East 

Syrian Vice President 
Abdul Halim Khadriam told 
reporters of Syria's concern 
about a threatened U.S. strike 
against the Baghdad govern- 
ment after a two-hour meet- 
ing with Iranian parliamen- 
tary speaker Ali Akbar Nateq 
Noun. 

“Any military strike against 
Iraq would be a very danger- 
ous issue and would create a 
dangerous state in the 
region,” Mr. Khaddam told 
re p orte r s. “Such an act is 
absolutely unwarranted.” 

The Syrian vice president 


spoke as diplomatic efforts 
intensified to resolve the cri- 
sis posed by U.S. threats to 
resort to force if Iraq does not 
grant full access to U.N. 


Israeli 
army raids 
Palestinian 
village for 
car thieves 


inspectors seeking to visit 
suspected weapons sites. 

Iran, which has long seen 
Syria as its closest ally in the 
Arab World, has also rejected 
mili tary action against Iraq. 

Mr. Noun, who arrived 
Tuesday for a three-day visit 
to Syria, said he and Mr. 
Khaddam expressed “identi- 
cal" opinions on the Iraqi 
showdown and other Middle 
Eastern developments. 

Mr. Noun is scheduled to 
leave Syria Thursday for 
Lebanon. 


ever “While they prefer a 
diplomatic route, as we do, 
none of the Arab leaders said 
‘go home and tell the president 
not to use force."’ 

Her statement contradicted 
reports from Cairo the previ- 
ous day saying that Mr. 
Mubarak would tell *Ms. 


Albright, on behalf of the 
Arabs, that the Arab countries 
are opposed to the use of face 
against Iraq. 

Meanwhile, in Moscow. 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin warned that U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton’s actions over 
Iraq could trigger a world war. 


Iran paper calls for convicted German’s execution 


TEHRAN (R) — A conserva- 
tive Iranian newspaper on Tues- 
day called for the execution of a 
German businessman con- 
demned to death in Iran for hav- 
ing sexual relations with a Mus- 
lim woman. 

‘There is enough evidence 
proving the guilt of this German 
citizen and this criminal should 
be executed under Iran’s laws,” 
said the daily Resalat, which is 
close to conservative clerics and 
merchants. 

“We hope that... threats by 
Western officials and a few so- 
called human rights circles will 
not lead to justice being tram- 
pled in Iran," the newspaper 
said. 


German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said on Sunday 
that he and the Bonn govern- 
ment were shocked by the 
Tehran court ruling last week 
against 56-year-old Hamburg 
businessman Helmut Hofei: 

He urged Iran to free the man 
and said bilateral ties would be 
damaged if the sentence were 
carried out 

Iran said any attempt to link 
relations to the death sentence 
was illogical, and said the ver- 
dict complied with valid Islam- 
ic legal procedures. 

“Western governments, and 
patieuJarly Germany, have 
become insolent, and so have 
foreigners who lightly break 


ban’s laws. We should cany out 
our Islamic laws to prevent this 
from continuing." the newspa- 
per said. 

Linder Iran's Islamic laws, a 
non-Muslim man having sex 
with a Muslim woman outside 
of wedlock faces the death 
penalty. German media have 
said the woman was sentenced 
to 99 lashes. 

Iran’s media have not report- 
ed the details of foe case and it 
was not clear whether the 
supreme court had upheld the 
death sentence: 

German media quoted Mr. 
Hofcr’s attorney as saying he 
had fallen in love with an 
unmarried 27-year-old Iranian 


medical student while on a busi- 
ness trip to the northeastern city 
of Mashhad. The two had only 
kissed once, the lawyer said. 

Iranian lawyers said the sen- 
tence could be quashed if the 
two agreed to marry, which 
would usually require the Ger- 
man to convert to Islam first 

Relations between Germany 
and Iran have been improving 
since they were plunged into 
crisis in April by a Berlin court 
verdict that Iran had ordered the 
killing of four Kurdish dissi- 
dents shot in a Berlin restaurant 
in 1991 

Iran condemned the verdict 
and denied it was involved in 


ZAHERIYA (AFP) — The 
Israeli army conducted a mas- 
sive raid on a Palestinian village 
Wednesday, arresting at least (0 
suspected car thieves and seizing 
dozens of stolen vehicles, wit- 
nesses said 

Several dozen soldiers, 
accompanied by a helicopter, 
entered the West Bank village of 
Zaheriya, south of Hebron, after 
dawn and broke into homes to 
arrest Palestinians suspected of 
being part of car theft rings, the 
witnesses said. 

Soldiers beat family members 
who resisted the raids, they said. 
At least 10 people were arrested 
and several dozen cars were 
seized in the raids, which contin- 
ued into the morning. 

It was the first such large-scale 
raid over car thefts by the Israeli 
army. Zaheriya is under civilian 
control of the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority and has a large 
Palestinian police station, but 
Israeli troops have the right to 
enter it. 

Israel has frequently protested 
that Palestinian security services 
are not doing enough to stop the 
huge West Bank trade m cars 
stolen from Israelis. 

An epidemic of car thefts in 
Israel has hit new highs, with 
some 4 1 .335 cars reported stolen 
between January- and November 
last year, up 28 per cent from 
1996, according to Israeli police. 



Egyptian workers talk Wednesday inside the newly-opened nuclear research centre in 
Inshas, some 60 kilometres north of Cairo. Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak urged Israel 
to allo w international inspection of its nuclear installations as he inaugurated the Argentme- 
bu3t non-military nuclear reactor with Argentinian President Carlos Menem ( AFP photo) 


Presidents Mubarak, Menem open 


Egypt’s second nuclear reactor 


INSHAS (AP) — .Argen- 
tine President Carlos 
Menem and Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak inau- 
gurated Wednesday 

Egypt’s second nuclear 
reactor. 

Speaking at the opening' 
ceremony for the reactor, 
built by an Argentine com- 
pany. Mr. Mubarak ob- 
liquely criticised Israel by 
calling for a nuclear-free 
zone in the Middle East 
where all countries would 
open their atomic sites to 
international inspection. 

Israel has long refused to 
sign the nuclear non-prolif- 
eration treaty and neither 
confirms nor denies reports 
that it has built atomic 


weapons. 

Mr. Mubarak said the 22 
megawatt reactor was a 
“successful example of 
cooperation between coun- 


tries of the south." 

An Argentine state-run 
company won the contract 
to build the SI 54 million 
planL as well as the $4 mil- 
lion foel-producing station 
at Inshas, 60 kilometres 
north of Cairo. 

The new reactor has 11 
times the output of Egypt's 
Russian-built reactor that 
weni on stream in 1961. 

President Menem, who 
flew in from Beirut earlier 
Wednesday, said: “We also 
support a nuclear-free zone 
in the Middle East." 

The Argentine president 
is scheduled to hold talks 
with Mr. Mubarak on .the 
Middle East peace process 
and bilateral relations 
before leaving for the Unit- 
ed States Wednesday 
evening. 

The vice president of 
Egypt’s atomic agency. 


Ibrahim Abdul Razek, says 
the new reactor will help 
the country’s health care 
system by producing 
cobalt-60 for radiotherapy. 

During his three-day visit 
to Lebanon. President 
Menem called for a peace- 
ful settlement of the dis- 
pute between Iraq and the 
United Nations, blit said* 
Baghdad must comply with 
UJ'I. resolutions. 

The United States is try- 
ing to rally support for a 
possible military strike 
against Iraq over Bagh- 
dad’s refusal to grant U.N. 
inspectors access to presi- 
dential compounds and 
other “sensitive sites" on 
grounds of national sover- 
eignty. The inspectors are 
charged with supervising 
the elimination of Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 


Fire bomb placed at home of Rabin’s assassin 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — A firebomb 
with a lit fuse was thrown 
Wednesday near the home of 
Yitzhak Rabin’s assassin and 
was extinguished by passers-by, 
the assassin's mother said. 

The Incident came a dav after 


vandals spray-painted “Rabin is 
a traitor” on a Jerusalem memo- 
rial to the prime minister who 
was shot dead by an ulna- 
nationalist Jew, Yigal Amir, dur- 
ing a peace rally in November 
1995. The outlawed anti- Arab 


Koch group claimed responsi- 
bility for defacing the memori- 
al. 

Amir, who killed Rabin to 
stop the land-for-peace process 
with the Palestinians, is serving 
life in prison. 


Amir’s mother, Geula, said a 
firebomb, with its fuse tit. was 
discovered early Wednesday 
near the gate of the family's 
home in die central town of 
Hetzliya by passers-by who 
extinguished iL 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Thursday Programmes 

14:10 The Dinky Di*s 

14:30 The Prince and the Pauper 

15:00 ..... French Programmes 

17:00 NBA 

18:00 -Marker 

19H)0 .Le Journal 

19:15 Documentary 

I9J0 .News Headlines 

19i35 .Big Brother Jake 

20:00 Trivial Pursuit 

20:30 Lois and Clark 

21:10 The Opra Winfrey Show 

22:00 News in English 

22£9 -Feature film” “Jiji" 

23:59 Comedy 


11:50 

14:50. 

17:16 

1&35 


Dhuhr 

‘Asr 

Maghreb 

‘Isha 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


Friday Programmes 

14:10 Ruxpin 

14:30 Wishbone 

15:00 -French Programmes 

17:00 Lucky Luke 

18:00 Tarazan 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 {Documentary — Alio la 
Terre 

19:35 FJLIJE. NJ&-S- 

20:00 Life on the Dntemet 

2030 - The Album Show 

21:10 Adventures of Brisco 
County 

22:00 News in English 

22i30 Feature film: “A Promise 
Kept" 

23:59 Comedy 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:04 i=ap- 

06:23. i (Sunrise > Duha 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Chnrch Tel. 624590 
Church of die Annunciation 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

TeL 771331. 

Arm enian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

TeL 865897 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

TeL 824328. 

Gen— ‘ipeafctog Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The E vangefical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Sunny and warm weather con- 
ditions will prevail during the 
weekend becoming relatively 
cool at night with winds south- 
easterly moderate. On Friday 
evening, a cold air mass 
accompanied by a depression 
will affect the Kingdom and 
last two days. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 


Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmetsani pharmacy ....637660 

Napb pharmacy 847632 

ERBID: 

De Ghazi Ta’amneh 250QS0 

AJ Qods pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

De Ziyad Jghaitun 992991 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

- -815615 

Electric Power Company 

- 636381 

RJ Flight Information 44- 
53200 

Qoeen Alla IntL Airport 44- 
53200 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


Amman 07/19 

Aqaba 1 1/26 

Deserts 04/20 

Jordan Valley 12/24 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 25 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 43 per 
cent. Aqaba 35 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

De MuntherAI Qraira -.779959 
De Mukhles Mazahrah 820425 

De WisamHzayyin 748563 

Dr. KhaEdAbdo 657129 

Fiias pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ..,-..778336 

A] Asema pharmacy .637055 

Nairookh pharmacy .....623672 
AI Salam pharmacy .>..636730 


Food Control Centre .....6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 

661111 

Qv3 Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Ttafiic Police S96390 

Public Security Department 

. — 630321 

Hold Complaints -605800 

Price Complaints ..661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints. 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) __ 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs - — 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, ...644281/6 
AkCeh Maternity, ....642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

’ Palestine, Shraosani 607071 

Shmrisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666 126/37 

AI-AhK, Abdali.. 664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhqjreen 

.777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ...865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

—109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 


(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
AI FUknia Modem Hospital 

-(09)990990 

ERBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

— - (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
— (03)314111 


— —Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

— . .London (RJ) 

— Kuwait (RJ) 

...Bongkok, Calcutta (RJ) 
—Abu Dhabi, AT Ain (RJ) 
— -Moscow (RJ) 

- .Tunis. Athens (RJ) 

- Lamaca(RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ; informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(53250). 


Other Flights 

13:15 Riyadh (SV; 

14:10 Shariqah(AH) 

15:00 Doha(QR) 

15:20 Muscat, Doha (GF) 

16:00 Dubai (EK) 

16^0 — Rome ( AZ) 

20:00 Tel Aviv (MS) 

20:10 -...Beirut (ME) 

20:40 Cairo (.MS) 

23:10 —Istanbul (TK) 

23:30 London. Beirut (BA) 


10 JO Abu Dhabi, AJ ‘Ain (RJ) 
11:00 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

11:45 Timis (RJ) 

12:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

12:10 Athens, Paris (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

19:35 LamacafRJ) 

20-.30 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 Cairo (RJ). 

21:00 Jeddah, (add) (RJ) 

23:00 Jakarta (RJ) 

23:00 JKuaJaLun^ur(RJ) 

04:20 Casablanca (add) (RJ) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
08:25 Bombay (RJ) 

08 JO —Sanaa (RJ) 

09:10 Riyadh (RJl 

09 JO New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 -....Beirut (RJ) 

10=05 — -Muscat, Doha (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09^0 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18 JO Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 .Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW 


Other Flights 

00=35 Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 Athens (OA) 

06:40 - .Beirut, London (BA) 

08:00 Beirut (ME) 

11:20 London (BA) 

14:45 Riyadh (SV) 

15:00 — Algiers (AH) 

15:55 .Doha (QR) 

16:20 — Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

17:00 Muscat, Dubai (HQ 

17:30 Jfcjrnc (AZ) 

21:20 .Tel Aviv (LYj 

21:40 .-Cairo (MS) 

08:00 ............ .Beirut (ME) 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 .............. Beirut (RJ) 

10:00 .... — Moscow (RJ) 


Royal Winy 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
06:45 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 

08:15.. —Aqaba (RW) 

0*30 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
16:45 Amman (Marka AiiportJ 
(RW) 

1^:55 - .Tel Aviv (RW) 

20i 30 - Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
21:50 — - , Aqaba (KW) 


pi 


lord 


Pass 
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PRINCE ALI OPENS KINDERGARTEN: His Koval Highness Prince Ali on 
Wednesday opens a kindergarten affiliated with the Circassian Society in the Wadi 
Seer area. Prince Ali met with the society's officials, who briefed him on the kinder- 
garten s objectives and activities i Petra photo i 


Jordan, Algeria sign programme 
to implement media agreement 


AMMAN t Petra i — Jor- 
dan and Algeria signed an 
executive programme 
Wednesday for the imple- 
mentation of a 199b 
agreement in the field of 

mass communications 
and media. 

The programme, which 
was signed by Minister of 
State for Information 
Affairs Samir Malawi and 
Algerian Minister of Cul- 
ture and Communications 
Hamrawi Habib Shawqi. 
is designed to further bol- 
ster bilateral relations in 
information fields. 

It provides for coopera- 
tion between the two 
countries' national radio 
and television institu- 
tions. encourages cooper- 
ation between the nation- 
al news agencies, and 


allows for training cours- 
es lor media personnel 

L-nJer the programme. 
Jordan and Algeria pledge 
to broadcast programmes 
mi each other’s economic, 
cultural and social lite. 
exchange experts and 
technicians in inlonna- 
lion documentation, 
exchange visits bv televi- 
sion crews to film docu- 
mentaries about urban 
and rural life in the two 
countries, agree to coor- 
dinate their positions in 
media-related affairs dur- 
ing international conter- 
enecs. and exchange pub- 
lications and documen- 
tary materials. 

The signing ».f the pro- 
gramme followed the 
Algerian minister's meet- 
ing with Prime Minister 


Abdul Sal.im Majali on 
Tuesday, during which 
they reviewed the situa- 
tion in Algeria and the 
Middle Hast peace 

process. 

Also Wednesday. Mr. 
SUdWqi visited the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, and 

discussed cooperation in 
news material exchanges 
between Jordan and Alge- 
ria with Petra Director 
General Abdullah Elouin. 

He later visited Jordan 
Radi*' and Television 
Corporation and inspect- 
ed their facilities and 
extended an invitation to 
the corporation's director 
to visit Algeria to pursue 
discussion on a detailed 
programme for future 
cooperation. 


Passport department begins 
distributing updated version 


By Jumana Abu Hannoud 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan has 
begun issuing new pass- 
ports to citizens to facili- 
tate their travel world- 
wide. Awni Yirlas. head 
of the Passport Depart- 
ment. said Wednesday. 

Over 300 copies of the 
newly formatted docu- 
ment were issued at the 
department's Amman 
branch Monday, the first 
day of their actual dis- 
bursement. he said. 

Distribution in other 
eovernorates will follow 
suit under a gradual plan. 

Mr. Yirfas said the 
department had obtained 
350.000 copies of the 
new passports, enough to 
meet the Kingdom's 
needs for 199S. 

He said carriers of old 
passports that have not 
expired are not required 
to rep/ace or renew them 
before their original 
expiry date. 

“They will continue to 
be valid until then."’ Mr. 
Yirfas told the Jordan 
Times. 


what’s going on 


FILM 

* "Colour and Spoof iin Eng- 
lish with commentary in Ambit by 

Dr. Muzen Asfouri on ait* 
Gkshant G amber ui IXir.u At 
Fumm. Jalxd Weibdeh on Thurs- 
day at 5:30-7:OU p.in. 

LECTURE 

* “Urban Development Jt 
Amman's Giadef" l English r by 
Dr. Ignacio Acre id Insutuio Cer- 
vantes. Jahal Amman un Thursday 
at 5:00 pjn. (to be followed by j 
guided tour tn the citadel on Friday. 
Feb. 6 at M0 pan.). 

exhibitions 

* Valentine's Day bazaar ai Jor- 
dan Design and Trade Centre of 


The new formal is in 
line with standards set by 
the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation 
and the International Air 
Transport Association to 
facilitate the issuance of 
visas by streamlining all 
needed information. 

The si/e of the docu- 
ment and the colour of 
the covers — green, red. 
brown anil blue — 
remain unchanged 

depending on whether 
they are ordinary, diplo- 
matic. special or tempo- 
rary passports. 

However, pages are 
now printed horizontally 
instead of the present 
vertical form and their 
number has been reduced 
to 45$ from 60. 

The holder's full name, 
mother’s maiden name, 
place and date of birth, 
issue and expiry dates are 
displayed on the front 
page instead i»l being 
scattered across the tirsi 
three pages as in the past. 

The national number, 
•liven to everyone who is 
included in a family 
book, has been moved to 


the front page instead of 
the last page. 

"The document disre- 
gards information like 
occupation, height, or 
colour of hair and eyes, 
which are considered 
unnecessary and would 
complicate future plans 
to computerise all data," 
explained Mr. Yirfas. 

But two things remains 
unchanged, at least for 
now. 

First, the present JD20 
charge to issue a passport 
is still in effect. 

Second, the new formal 
still has a pace for social 
status. which leaves 
optional room for includ- 
ing the wife or wives. 
The same page also 
allows for the inclusion 
of up to nine children in 
the passport- of either par- 
ent. 

Mr. Yirfas said lost or 
damaged passports will 
be easier to replace under 
the new format, which 
will also make them dif- 
ficult to forge. 


House members praise court ruling 
revoking amendments to press law 

By Fuiruuz Ahu-Gha/aldi to publish i m media telv." Mr. . - — _ 
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By Fuiruuz Abu-Gha/aldi 

Special tit the Jonlnn limes 

AMMAN — A number of 
deputies on Wednesday 
hailed a recent ruling by the 
High Court of Justice revok- 
ing tough government 
.imendmcnis to iIk* 1993 
Press and Publications Law 
introduced in May while Par- 
liament was in recess. 

The revisions genera red a 
barrage of criticism at home 
and abroad for stilling press 
freedoms. 

The High Coun said lire 
introduction of rhe temporary 
law was unconstituiiona] 
since there was no state of 
emergency or necessitating 
circumstances for the govern- 
ment to change the previous 
law. 

“The High Court's deci- 
sion is an historic ruling 
which proves the integrity 
;ind independence of our 
judicial system,” Deputy 
Khalil Haddadin, a Ba'uthist, 
told the Lower House on 
Wednesday, its first session 
since rhe surprise ruling was 
passed on Jan 26. "h j> a vic- 
tory for the country's three 
branches of power and for 
freedom of expression.” 

Lei list Deputy Bassain 
Haddadin urged the govern- 
ment to id low the 15 weeklies 
that were forced to shut down 
in September because of the 
revisions to resume publica- 
tion. 

''I ask die government co 
allow the suspended weeklies 


Court 

overturns 

rape 

conviction 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — The Court of 
Cassation Wednesday over- 
turned a November 1997 rul- 
ing convicting a man for rap- 
ing his 14-year-old daughter 
and ordered his immediate 
release from prison. 

The father. A. A., was found 
guilty by the Criminal Court 
on Nov. 16 of raping his 
daughter 30 limes and was 
sentenced to 22-und-a-half- 
ycars in prison. 

But in its ruling, the Court 
of Cassation stated that the 
Criminal Coun relied only on 
the child's testimony, “which 
alter examination proved to 
be contradictory." 

"The girl contradicted her- 
self several limes in her testi- 
mony and lied in some of her 
statements,” the court said. 

Therefore, the court ordered . 
"his immediate release from 
prison." 

The defendant had been in 
detention since .April 2$. 
1997. 

The defendant’s defence 
had argued in their closing 
argument that ihe girl had tes- 
tified that she was raped by 
her father for two months 
once every other day and did 
not become pregnant. 

Funliennore, the defence 
also relied on the forensics 
examination, which proved 
that the uiri was a "Virgin." 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE MEETS WITH ITALIAN DELEGATION: The chairperson 
unri members of the Lower House of Parliament’s Arab and International Affairs 
Committee and a visiting Italian parliamentary delegation, headed by Senator 
7 “u ... Oeeheito, Wednesday discuss scopes of bilateral coordination and consults- 
Jinn (in issues of common concern. Abdullah Jazi, the committee’s chairperson, reit- 
erated Jordan’s firm position on the peaceful resolutions of conflicts. The Italian 
delation which arrived from the occupied West Bank on a one-day van to Jor- 


to publish immediately.” Mr. 
Haddadin said. 

Police on Monday ordered 
the confiscation of ail copies 
of Hawudeth AI Sa'a weekly, 
which primed its first posi- 
mJing edition. The govern- 
ment seized the copies alter it 
said that all weeklies that 
intend to resume publication 
must apply for a new licence 
under the 1993 jaw. 

The government argued 
that il cannot discuss ihc 
court's ruling since it has not 
heen "officially" notified of 
Lite verdict. 

"The govemmeni has not 
yet been notified through the 
official channels of the High 
Court’s ruling," Deputy 
Prime Minister Abdullah 
Ensour told the House. 

As far as the government is 
concerned. Dr. Ensour said, 
“it’s as if the ruling were 
never handed down and. 
therefore, we cannot com- 
ment vm its details." 

He added that some of the 
papers' decision to recently 
republish was Illegal. 

"Our rule is to enforce the 
law. and it was ih>! legal for 
these papers to publish” he 
said. 

"1 fear that the court’s ver- 
dict was a political one,” 
Deputy Hanudeh Fara'neh 
tuld die House. 

He was interrupted by 
House Speaker Sa'd Havel 
SiYHir. who said deputies 
should not intrude on the 
judicud authority. 

"No matter what our per- 


verdict to government 


AMMAN tJ.T.I — The office of lawyer 
Hani Dahleh. who won a case at the High 
Coun of Justice against the government, 
has forwarded the coun ruling to the prime 
minister. 

Mr. Dahleh. who filed a lawsuit oo behalf 
of five suspended weekly newspapers con- 
testing the constitutionality of the 1997 
temporary Press and Publications Law and 
won, forwarded the court ruling to the gov- 
ernment in a letter dated today. Feb. 5. and 
faxed a copy to the Jordan Times Wednes- 
day. 

In its ruling on Jan. 26, the coun stated 
that the law was unconstitutional. The gov- 
ernment reacted by saying that it would not 
review the status of the suspended week- 
lies until it received the coun verdicL 

On Tuesday, the govemmeni confiscated 
all issues of Hawadcth Al Sa’a, one of 13 
weeklies that were suspended last summer. 

Tajeddine Hroub. the weekly’s publisher, 
accused the government of putting off the 
implementation of the High Court’s ruling. 

Saying that he u'ould abide by the gov- 
ernment’s decision. Mr. Hroub noted that 
the government was nor adhering to the 
Constitution, as article 26 states that the 
High Court decisions are final and not sub- 
ject to appeal. 

The Ministrv of Information and the 


Press and Publications Department ordered 
the confiscation after the government said 
that all weeklies must reapply for a new 
licence under the 1993 Press and Publica- 
tions Law' in order to resume publication. 

According to a statement issued by Min- 
ister of State for Information Affairs Samir 
Muiawi, the government had not been 
informed of the High Court's ruling. Dr. 
Muiawi on Tuesday said thqf once the gov- 
ernment was informed, the prime minister 
would issue an executive order to the con- 
cerned authorities to implement the court's 
verdict. 

Earlier in the week, the government said 
it was considering contesting the court's 
ruling. One minister told the Jordan Times, 
however, that the Cabinet was still unde- 
cided on whether to take the issue to the 
Court of Cassation or the Higher Council, 
which is entrusted with interpreting the 
Constitiurion. .Tie Higher Council K 
chaired by the Senate speaker and com- 
prises three senators and five M^nior judges. 

The temporary law was endorsed by a 
Royal Decree during the Lower House’s 
recess last May. The High Court ruled that 
it was unconstitutional since no state of 
emergency or necessitating circumstances 
existed to warrant its passage. 


sonal beliefs are. we should Meanwhile, the House’s 
respect Lite judicial authority. 12-member national guid- 
which is an independent unce committee appeared 

power, and should not inclined to return to die aov- 

infrinsc on its boundaries” emmeni the revisions to the 


Meanwhile, the House's Law as a way out of the legal 
12-member national auid- bind. 


Officials have said the gov- 
ernment. taken by surprise, 
plans to contest the High 
Court's ruling. 


he said. 1993 Press and Publication Court's ruling. 

Police continuing search for parties 
involved in pharmacist attacks 
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By Rana Husseini 

Jonlan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Public Security 
Department Director General 
Nnsouh Muhiddin on 
Wednesday said authorities 
were still looking for the par- 
ties responsible for the mur- 
der of a pharmacist and the 
shooting of another in 
Amman on Tuesday. 

"We have good description 
of the man who attacked the 
pharmacist in Jabal Taj. and 
we arc exerting our utmost 
eff orts to locate him.” he told 
the Jordan Times Wednesday. 

“It is too early to speculate 
on the motives behind both 
incidents, but once our inves- 
tigations are completed, we 


will reveal all details regard- 
ing the two cases.” 

Farouq Mol has, 37. owner 
of Wadi AI Nasser Pharmacy 
on Wadi Rimam Street, was 
found dead behind his 
counter at around 7:00 p.m. 
with a bullet wound to the 
forehead. 

An hour later, police were 
called to investigate a similar 
attack in Jabal Taj, only three 
kilometres away. Abed .Ali. 
50. owner of Daiia Pharmacy, 
was shot in the left shoulder 
by an unidentified assailant, 
who fled the scene after a 
passer by intervened. 

According to witnesses, the 
unidentified assailant tried to 
shoot Mr. Ali again, but ran 
out of bullets. Instead, he 


pushed him against the 
counter glass, which broke. 

According to head of the 
National Institute for Foren- 
sic Medicine. Mo’men Hadi- 
di. Mr. Malhas died from a 
sole gunshot wound. 

Dr. Hadidi added that the 
bullet was removed from Mr. 
.Ali’s left shoulder. He is list- 
ed in good condition at a 
local hospital. 

According to officials who 
were present at the scene of 
the crime, police found no 
money in Mr. Malhas' phar- 
macy but were not sure if it 
had been stolen. A cabinet 
used for storing "sensitive 
drugs” was broken, indicat- 
ing that the assailant might 
hav e stolen some of the con- 


tents. 

One source said nothing 
was stolen from Mr. Ali’s 
pharmacy "because of the 
struggle that ensued between 
the two.” 

The sources said rhe bul- 
lets. retrieved from both vic- 
tims. were sent to the crimi- 
nal lab for analysis. 

In October and November 
1994, three pharmacists were 
killed in three different phar- 
macies in the Amman area. 
All three were shot at close 
range by ' unidentified 
assailants. 

Officials at that time said 
the deaths could be theft- or 
drug-related. No one has 
been apprehended in connec- 
tion with those murders. 


Man stabs pregnant woman to 
death to 6 cleanse family honour’ 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A pregnant 30- 
year-old woman was 
stabbed to death by her 
younger brother in Jabal 
Nasser in what the assailant 
described as a crime of hon- 
our. according to official 
sources. 

The victim. Nawal Abdul 
Ru2aq, was stabbed at least 
30 rimes in several pans of 


her body by her 2 1 -year-old 
brother, who surrendered to 
police shortly alter the inci- 
dent. the sources said. 

According to the source, 
the suspect, whom he w ould 
not identify', told police Lhar 
he killed his married sisier to 
"cleanse his family’s honour, 
because he suspected that 
she was involved in an 
immoral relationship.” 

The source stated that the 
suspect went to his sister’s 


house in Jabal Nasser on 
Tuesday, inquired about the 
matter, then drew a knife and 
stabbed her to death. 

The head of the National 
Insrirure for Forensic Medi- 
cine, Mo'men Hadidi. told 
the Jordan Times on 
Wednesday that the woman 
was in her first trimester of 
pregnancy. 

"Our forensic examina- 
tions indicated that the 
woman had been pregnant 


for two weeks.” Dr. Hadidi 
said. 

Police contacted by the 
Jordan Times Wednesday 
evening confirmed the inci- 
dent but refused to elaborate. 

Nawal became the fourth 
female reportedly killed in 
the Kingdom in a crime of 
honour since the beginning 
of the year. 

Last year, around 25 
women reportedly were 
killed for the same reason. 


Iraq welcomes French proposals, 
agrees to allow inspection of 8 sites 


delegation, which urnvea in»m » 
dan. left for Syria late Wednesday 


{Continued from page l ) 

"If Iraq does not heed our 
warning, it will lose its 
right 10 criticise Turkey’s 
future position.” Turkish 
Prime Minister Mesut Yil- 
maz told reporters, "A U.S. 
operation to enforce U.N. 
resolutions will have some 
sort of justification.” 

The Iraqi leader, in his 
meeting with the French 
envoy, stressed the "need to 
respect the sovereignty, 
dignity and security’’ of 
Iraq and the “need to lift 
sanctions beginning with 
the oil embargo.” INA said. 

Economic sanctions 
imposed on Iraq following 
its 1990 invasion of Kuwait 
cannot be lifted until 


UNSCOM certifies that 
Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction have been 
destroyed. 

In Paris, foreign ministry 
spokeswoman Anne 

Gazeau-Secret said France 
remains opposed to the use 
of military action. 

"We do not favour mili- 
tary action to resolve the 
crisis... We are still seeking 
a political, peaceful and 
diplomatic solution," she 
said. 

She said Mr. Dufourcq. 
the highest-ranking French 
official to visit Baghdad 
since rhe Gulf war, was 
expected to return to Paris 
"tonight or tomorrow." 

Russia and France are 
proposing similar ideas — 


involving a role for U.N. 
Security Council perma- 
nent members — for 
UNSCOM to be granted 
access to the eight presi- 
dential sites which Bagh- 
dad has declared off-limits. 

The U.S. Cable News 
Network reported Wednes- 
day that Iraq is prepared to 
allow international arms 
inspectors "comprehensive 
access” to the eight sites. 

Quoting unnamed 

sources, CNN said the 
inspections would be 
allowed for a period of 
around one month and, for 
reasons of sovereignty, 
would be termed "visits." 
not inspections. 

UNSCOM Spokesman 
Ewen Buchanan told AFP 


in New York that based on 
the information reported on 
CNN, the Iraqi proposals 
were not acceptable. 

"If the proposals are 
reported correctly and in 
full by CNN. it appears that 
they are not in conformity 
with earlier demands by the 
Council for immediate, 
unconditional and unre- 
stricted access." Mr. 
Buchanan said. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Sahhuf on Saturday 
renewed an invitation for 
the 15 Security Council 
states and 21 countries 
which are in UNSCOM to 
provide inspectors for the 
sites. 
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Armenia plunged into crisis 


by president’s resignation 


YEREVAN (AFP) — 
Armenia was plunged into 
political crisis Wednesday 
after President Levon Ter- 
Petrossian resigned amid a 
bitter dispute over a pro- 
posed peace deal for the 
disputed Nagorno- 

Karabakh region. 

Mr. Ter-Petrossian 
resigned Tuesday night, 
saying on national televi- 
sion that he had been asked 
to do so and had agreed in 
order to avoid ■‘destabilis- 
ing” the Caucasus republic. 

Armenian lawmakers 
voted Wednesday to accept 
Mr. Ter-Petrossian 's resig- 
nation. and porliarnentaty 
speaker Babken Ararktsian 
announced he too would 
stand down. 

In his televised speech. 
Mr. Ter-Petrossian said that 
“in the current situation, 
the application of the pres- 
ident’s constitutional rights 
would threaten to desta- 
bilise the situation in the 
country, therefore 1 agreed 
to the request and I present 
my resignation." 

The president’s resigna- 
tion follows months of 
political tension, with Mr. 


Ter-Peirossian facing off 
against Prime Minister 
Robert Kocharian, who led 
the Armenian separatist 
campaign for indepen- 
dence from Azerbaijan in 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The Armenian opposition 
also accused Mr. Ter- 
Petrossian of rigging the 
September 1996 presiden- 
tial elections, and mounted 
protests that turned violent 
in the aftermath of the vote. 

Under the Armenian con- 
stitution, the resignation of 
both the president and the 
speaker of the parliament 
— who would have 

replaced Mr. Ter- 

• Petrossian as interim head 

■ of state — means Mr. 

' Kocharian will lead the 

republic until new elec- 

• tions can be organised. 

But under the Armenian 
constitution Mr. Kocharian 
cannot stand in a presiden- 
tial election because he is 
not an Armenian citizen. 

- Alexander Iskandarian. a 
political analyst at the 
Moscow Centre for 

Caucasus Studies, said Mr. 
Ter-Petrossian’s decision 
ro resign was less a victory 


for Mr. Kocharian than for 
the entire opposition, 
which has become increas- 
ingly vocal since Mr. Ter- 
Petrossian in October 
announced support for a 
controversial peace dtsal. 

The outgoing president 
had pushed for a “step by 
step" settlement of the cri- 
sis in Nagorno-Karabakh, a 
breakaway mountain 
enclave in Azerbaijan 
whose mostly Armenian 
population is supported 
economically and militari- 
ly by Yerevan. 

Mr. Ter-Petrossian sought 
“confidence- building mea- 
sures" which would have 
included withdrawal of the 
Armenian troops currently 
occupying one-fifth of 
Azerbaijan and repatriation 
of some one million Azeri 
refugees who fled the terri- 
tory. 

He also wanted 
Azerbaijan to lift its 
embargo on Armenia and 
Nagorno-Karabakh before 
discussing the enclave's 
status. 

The peace plan he sup- 
ported was put forward by 
the so-called "Minsk 


Group" — France. Russia 
and the United States, 
under the auspices of the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE). 

The Armenian majority 
in Nagorno-Karabakh 
drove out Azerbaijani gov- 
ernment forces in a 1988- 
1994 war that killed 20,000 
people and saw the flight 
of the enclave's ethnic 
Azeri population. 

A shaky ceasefire has 
been in effect since May 
1994. as both sides attempt 
to reach a compromise on 
the enclave's status with 
help from the OSCE. 

Mr. Iskandarian said the 
Armenian opposition and 
the whole of the political 
establishment were against 
making any unilateral con- 
cessions and favoured a 
comprehensive deal which 
would settle all issues con- 
cerning Nagorno-Karabakh 
immediately, especially its 
international status. 

“The issue is central in 
Armenian political life, and 
no president can maintain a 
different position." the ana- 
lyst commented. 


Sierra Leone junta authorises Chinese 


publication of eight papers 


FREETOWN (AFP) — 
The Sierra Leone military 
junta Wednesday autho- 
rised eight of the country's 
20 newspapers ro continue 
publication hy renewing 
their registration, the min- 
istry of information 
announced. 

A ministry' official quoted 
by state radio said “the list 
of eight will be revised 
from time to time to accom- 
modate others." 

Some journalists and 
owners have shown anger 
al the obligation to apply 
for registration on an annu- 
al basis, when their licence 
to print comes from the 
regime that seized power 
last May and which they 
consider undemocratic. 

The eight papers autho- 
rised Wednesday were 
named as the government- 
owned Daily Mail, the 
Expo Tunes, which is close 
to the junta, the indepen- 
dent Pool, the pro -conserv- 


ative Pathfinder, the radical 
Torchlight, the We Yone, 
the New Life and the New 
Pioneer. 

Another newspaper, the 
Independent Observer was 
suspended “temporarily" 
for what the radio 
announcement said, "is the 
violation of the ministry's 
order that all newspapers 
must halt circulation until it 
releases the names of all 
publications that have been 
approved." 

Under the Newspapers 
(Amendment) Act of 1980 
all newspapers in circula- 
tion in Sierra Leone should 
be renewed annually with a 
fee of S 1.000. 

The measure caused par- 
ticular anger last November 
when Lieutenant-Colonel 
Johnny Koroma's regime 
sought to cany out a 
review, some six months 
after ousting elected 
President Ahmad Tejan 
Kabbah, whom he has since 


pledged to restore to office 
next April. 

Relations between the 
press and the junta have 
also been marred by deten- 
tions, some of which have 
prompted allegations of tor- 
ture. 

One paper, the Standard 
Times, was "temporarily 
suspended," while two 
journalists on another 
paper, the Herald Guardian, 
remain detained atlhe max- 
imum security prison in the 
capital Freetown. 

Under the act, the min- 
istry can turn down a 
renewal application or sus- 
pend or cancel such appli- 
cation already approved. In 
such a circumstance, an 
aggrieved proprietor has 
the right of appeal to the 
High Court in Sierra Leone. 
Any proprietor who contra- 
venes the act is liable ro a 
fine of $1,000 or a jail term 
of not exceeding one year 
or both. 


premier 
accuses 
the U.S. of 
wanting to 
rule the 
world 


Khmer Rouge called for ‘negotiated 
settlement’ to Cambodian conflict 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Khieu Samphan. nominal 
head of the Khmer Rouge, 
called for a "negotiated set- 
tlement" Wednesday to the 
Cambodian conflict and 
repeated the guerrilla move- 
ment’s demand to be part of 
a national government. 

“The Khmer nation calls 
on all national forces to 
cooperate and reach a nego- 
tiated settlement (to the 
conflict) without winner or 
loser." Khieu Samphan 
said, as quoted by Khmer 
Rouge radio monitored 
here. 

Khieu Samphan is the 
president of the Party of 
National Solidarity, which 
has replaced the former 
Cambodian Communist * 
Party, and the prime minis- 


ter of the "provisional gov- 
ernment’’ set up by the guer- 
rillas. 

Khieu Samphan and Ta 
Mok, the Khmer Rouge 
military chief, have retreat- 
ed with their resistance 
fighters to their base in 
Anlong Veng. in northern 
Cambodia, from where they 
lead guerrilla operations 
against government troops 
near the Thai border. 

Khieu Samphan blamed 
the current fighting on the 
"aggressive war of 
Communist Vietnam ... and 
dishonest foreign business- 
es who have come to pillage 
Khmer land," a recurrent 
theme in Khmer Rouge pro- 
paganda. 

“The formation of a 
national government is the 


only way to put an end to 
the war and to achieve a 
durable peace in 
Cambodia," he said. 

The isolated Khmer 
Rouge has been trying to 
return to Cambodian politi- 
cal life after its infamous 
leader Pol Pot was appar- 
ently ousted from the move- 
ment’s leadership last sum- 
mer, analysts in Phnom 
Penh say. 

They are said to have 
changed their ideology and 
are now in favour of the 
installation of a "pluralist 
and liberal democratic 
regime" in Cambodia. 

More than a million 
Cambodians died under the 
Khmer Rouge's reign of ter- 
ror between 1975 and early 
1979. 


Afghan opposition claims 
Kabul rocket attacks 


ISLAMABAD (R) — An 
Afghan opposition coali- 
tion claimed responsibility 
Wednesday for jrocket 
attacks on Kabul and said it : 
would strike the capital 
again unless the Taleban 
militia ended air raids on 
opposition positions. 

Abdullah, a spokesman 
for the northern-based 
opposition coalition, told 
the Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIPJ news agency by tele- 
phone from Afghanistan 
that his forces fired rockets 
on Kabul which injured 
one child. 


Mr. Abdullah told AIP 
that the attacks would con- 
tinue- unless the Taleban, 
which control Kabul and 
two thirds of the country, 
ended air raids on opposi- 
tion positions. 

He told AIP, which . is 
based in the Pakistani bor- 
der town of Peshawar, that 
civilians living close to 
Kabul airport, the apparent 
target of the rocket attacks, 
should move ro safer areas 
unless the Taleban ended 
the air raids. 

He was speaking as 
Kabul residents reported 


that the fourth rocket in 24 
hours had hit Kabul airport, 
which is used for civilian, 
aid and military flights. 

There appeared to be no 
damage to the runway, wit- 
nesses said. 

A child was injured 
Tuesday by a Soviet-built 
Frog-7 missile that hit the 
eastern Yakatoot suburb 
close to the airport. 

Two more rockets landed 
in open ground in the 
southwestern Dashti 
Barchi suburb but there 
were no reports of casual- 
ties. 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
Chinese Premier Li Peng 
has launched a scathing 
attack against the United 
States accusing it of want- 
ing to rule the world and 
meddling in the internal 
affairs of other countries, 
it was reported 
Wednesday. 

The aggressive tone 
adopted by Mr. Li in an 
interview given to a U.S. 
monthly and reprinted by 
the official Xinhua news 
agency contrasted with a 
new climate of detente 
between Washington and 
Beijing following 

President Jiang Zemin’s 
trip to the United States 
last year. 

"We could never agree 
to the U.S. claiming ‘lead- 
ership over the world" and 
I’m afraid that most coun- 
tries in the world won’t 
agree to that." Mr. Li told 
the China Information, a 
monthly English journal 
published in the United 
States. 

"We cannot tolerate U.S. 
interference in the internal 
affairs of other countries," 
he said. 

"The United States 
always tries to place its 
domestic laws beyond 
international laws and 
requires other countries to 
abide by U.S. laws. This is 
the divergence between us 
and the United S rates." 

Mr. Li. who is due ro 
step down in March after 
10 years as premier, has 
never been invited to the 
United States, where he is 
viewed as the main person 
behind the 1989 massacre 
of pro-democracy stu- 
dents in Tiananmen 
Square. 

“From another point of 
view, the divergence 
between the United States 
and China is partly 
because of a lack of mutu- 
al understanding," he said. 

"We should say that 
China has much more 
knowledge about the 
United States than the 
United States has about 


However, he hailed Mr. 
Jiang’s trip saying it "was 
the first visit by a Chinese 
head-of-state to the 
United States in the past 
12 years and was a signif- 
icant breakthrough, mark- 
ing an end to the West’s 
unjust sanction against 
China." 



Police take 
possession 
of video tape 
of Princess 


Diana in 
Paris 




Rescue workers surround the crashed cable car after a U.S. military aeroplane hit the 
cable car line above the northeastern Italian ski resort town of Cavalese (Reuters 
photo) 


Shocked Italians angry 


at U.S. low-level flights 


CAVALESE, ftaly (R) — 
Italians Wednesday reacted 
with honor and indignation 
at the deaths of 20 "people 
whose cable car smashed 
into a mountain after a low- 
flying U.S. warplane 
clipped its overhead wires. 

While police in the north- 
eastern town of Cavalese 
finished identifying the 
bodies of the 20 victims, 
politicians and commenta- 
tors lashed out at what they 
called “stupid" military 
exercises and called for an 
uigent and thorough inquiry 
into the accident. 

“These ‘Rambos’ use our 


opened an inquiry into the 
accident into how the U.S. 
marines warplane could 
have hit the cable Tuesday 
in clear visibility. 

Italian authorities said 
they had finished identify- 
ing the bodies of the 20 vic- 
tims. mostly foreign holi- 
daymakers * making their 
way back from the Cermis 
ski resort to Cavalese. 50 
km north of Trento in the 
Italian dolomite mountain 


mountains as operation 
zones... Who do they think 
they are?" Turin’s La 
Srampa newspaper asked in 
an editorial in a tone of dis- 
belief. 

"What are they trying to 
prove with their stupid low- 
level flying?" It added. 

"Low-level war." said the 
headline of an editorial in H 
Corriere della Sera newspa- 
per. "Why did it happen? 
Whose fault is this?" It 
asked. 

Italian Foreign Minister 
Lamberto Dini demanded a 
full inquiry. “This is a very 
serious accident which 
should not have happened. 
A very thorough inquiry 
must be launched." Mr. Dini 
said during a visit to 
Slovenia. 

Cavalese magistrates have 


range. 

The dead included eight 
Germans, five Belgians, 
three Italians, a Polish 
woman and her 13 year-old 
son. an Austrian man and a 
Dutch woman. said 
Francesco Palazzolo. a 
spokesman at the office of 
the Trento prefect, the offi- 
cial government representa- 
tive in the region. 

The cable car. descending 
from Cermis to Cavalese, 
plunged 200 metres onto a 
pan of the mountain not 
used for skiing. 

Italian television 

Wednesday morning 

showed pictures of police 
sifting through the mangled 
wreckage of the bright yel- 
low cable car. crushed 
almost flat like a cardboard 
box, with blood and body 
parts visible. 

Witnesses said a second 
cable which that had been 
left dangling after the plane 
hit the wires was still hang- 


ing in mid-air. The one pas- 
senger of the second cabin 
had been rescued and was 
resting in the Cavalese hos- 
pital in shock, police said. 

Politicians said the EA-6B 
Grumman Prowler, a four- 
man surveillance aircraft, 
had been flying too low and 
joined a unusually strongly- 
worded call by President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro for an 
urgent revision of rules gov- 
erning military flights. 

"We certainly can’t say 
this was a accident. The 
Cermis tragedy has to be 
attributed to the planes 
which irresponsibly fly at a 
low level." the head of 
Italy’s Greens party in the 
Lower House chamber of 
deputies, Mauro Paissan. 
said. 

The hard-left Communist 
Refoundation Party, whose 
support gives Mr. Prodi a 
parliamentary majority, lost 
no time in renewing calls 
for a full review of U.S. 
And NATO bases in Italy. 

"American bases have to 
be closed once and for all 
on our soil," Refoundation's 
President Armando 

Cossurta. said in an inter- 


ADELAIDE, Australia (AFP) 
— Police officers Wednesday 

took possession of a video Tape 
shot by an Australian couple 
which could provide clues into 
the death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, in Paris last year 

Police sources said the 'devel- 
opment follows a formal 
request horn French authorities. 

The video was shot outside 
the Ritz Hold where Diana and 
her boyfriend Dodi Al Fayed 
had been dining before, they 
died in a high-speed car crash in 
August. 

It shows a white Queen AX, 
a car of similar size to the Fiat 
Uoo French police have been 
seeking, members of Diana's 
entourage and the paparazzi. 

Australian police contacted 
the couple’s lawyer Monday to 
request the original tape, which 
was shot while Kkie 
Papazaharialds and Vlad 
Boro vac were holkltying. 

The couple approached 
police with foe tape in 
November when it was scientif- 
ically analysed and copied. 
“They (the police) looked at and 
took extracts from the original 
last time ... this time they have a 
request from foe French gov- 
ernment for foe original,'' said 
foe couple's lawyer Duncan 
Han. 

T haven’r had any indication 
whai specifically they are inter- 
ested in, but I would assume 
that it is foe paparazzi vehicles 
which are shown plainly in foe 
tape." 

Mr. Papazaharialds and Ml 
B oro vac, who run an exclusive 
Adelaide fashion store, have 
since gone into hi ding. 

French police suspect foe 
Mercedes-Benz die princess 
was travelling in dipped foe 
rear of a small white car in a 
road tunnel swerved violently 
and smashed into a concrete pil- 
lar. 

Ms. Papazaharialds said they 
did not realise foe significance 
of the video until several weeks 
later when they returned to 
Australia and a friend told them 
police were looking for a white 


view. 

The tragedy was the sec- 
ond worst cable car accident 
on record. In a grim coinci- 
dence, the worst occurred at 
almost the same spot in 
March 1976 when cables 
snapped, killing 42 people. 


■That's when it dawned on us 
that our film could be impor- 
tant.” she recently tdd 
London’s Daily Mirror; which 
has bought their story and still 
photographs of foe car 
Australian Consolidated Press 
is also believed to have paid for 
the story. 


Tucker executed as final appeals fail 


HUNTSVILLE, Texas (Rj 
— Ax murderer Karla Faye 
Tucker was put to death by 
lethal injection Tuesday, 
becoming the first woman 
executed in Texas since the 
civil war. She moved her 
lips as if in prayer as she - 
died and gave a soft moan. 

Tucker, convicted for the 
1983 murder of two people 
with a pickax during a bur- 
glary, died at 6:45 p.m. 
(0045 GMT Wednesday), 
eight minutes after a fatal 
mix of chemicals was 
injected into her arm as she 
lay strapped to a cross- 
shaped gurney in 
Huntsville state prison. 

“She gave a soft moan,” 
said David Nunnelee, 
spokesman for the Texas 
Department of Criminal 
Justice, who announced 
she had been executed. 

“I am going to be face-to- 
face with Jesus now.'" said 
Tucker in her final state- 
ment. according to televi- 
sion reporter Vicente 
Arenas of KTRK in 
Houston who witnessed 
the execution. 

"She gasped twice and 
then she kind of groaned as 
the air came out of her 
lungs." said Arenas. “She 
moved her lips as if in 
prayer." 

Her death came after a 
flurry of last-minute legal 
motions failed in state and 
federal courts, Texas 
Governor George W. Bush 
cleared the way for the 
execution when he denied 
her final appeal for a stay. 

In contrast to the drawn- 
out appeals, the execution 
lasted only seconds, wit- 
nesses said. “It was cer- 


tainly less than a minute. It 
was quite quick,” one wit- 
ness said. 

Tucker's case won inter- 
national attention because 
of her gender and ber reli- 
gious conversion while on 
death row, with appeals for 
a reprieve coming from 
Pope John Paul and the 
European parliament 
among others. 

U.S. television evange- 
lists Pat Robertson and 
Jerry Falwell — normally 
supporters of the death 
penalty — also called for 
her sentence to be commut- 
ed to life imprisonment 
because she said she 
“found Jesus” and repented 
for the crimes. 

Death penalty advocates 
let up a cheer outside the 
prison when the execution 
was announced, while 
opponents chanted and 
prayed nearby. Police kept 
the two groups, which 
numbered about 1 ,000 peo- 
ple in total, separated. 

In her final statement. 
Tucker apologised to rela- 
tives of the two victims 
who witnessed the execu- 
tion in an observation room 
next to the death chamber. 

“1 would like to say to all 
of you, the Thornton fami- 
ly and Jerry Dean's family 
that 1 am so sorry. I hope 
God will give you peace 
with this," she said. 

Richard Thornton, the 
husband of Tucker murder 
victim Deborah Thornton, 
muttered at the convicted 
killer as she was lead into 
the chamber. 

"Here she comes, baby 
doll. She’s all yours." the 
wheelchair-bound Mr. 


Thornton said, according 
to Mr. Arenas. "The 
world's a better place," 
said Mr. Thornton. 

“I have nothing but sym- 
pathy and sorrow for the 
family (of Tucker). They 
are now going through 
what we went through," 
Mr. Thornton told reporters 
later. 

Others witnessing the 
execution included hus- 
band Dana Brown, whom 
Tucker married by proxy a 
few years ago, and Ronald 
Carlson. brother of 
Deborah Thornton. 

Carlson forgave Tucker 
and did not want her to die. 

Tucker's husband said he 
was “losing a wife, losing 
someone who was precious 
to the human race." 

Arenas said Tucker never 
closed her eyes in the exe- 
cution chamber. 

“She never closed her 
eyes. As a manfer of facr as 
we left the chamber her 
eyes were still open and 
she was staring a blank 
stare into the ceiling of the 
execution chamber," he 
said. 

Tucker's execution 
focused both national and 
world attention on the 
death penally as few other 
cases have in the United 
States, where 39 of 50 
states have the death penal- 
ty on the books but none 
practice it as much as 
Texas. 

Last year, 37 men were 
executed in Texas, the most 
in the state’s history. 

Tucker pleaded for 
mercy on the day before 
her execution, saying 
"there should always be a 


place for mercy" in an 
interview on the Christian 
broadcasting network, 
while her lawyers mounted 
fruitless last-minute- 

appeals. 

“I hope she will be an 
example that will make 
America think about the 
death penalty and how it 
has been devoid of mercy, 
and how the only thing 
valid when we play the 
death penalty is politics 
and vengeance.” said 
Amnesty International 
Spokeswoman Bianca 
Jagger on CNN outside the 
Huntsville prison less than 
an hour before the execu- 
tion. 

Tucker, 38, received the 
death penalty for the 1983 
pickax murders of- Jerry 
Dean and Thornton during 
a burglary. She said she 
was a drug-addled prosti- 
tute at the lime, but said 
she found Jesus behind 
bars. 

An accomplice, 

boyfriend Daniel Garrett, 
was also sentenced.to death 
but died of liver disease in 
prison. 

Convicted ax murderer 
Chipita Rodriguez, said to 
have killed a horse trader 
in south Texas, was the last' 
woman executed in Texas. 
She was hanged from a tree 
in 1863. 

Only one woman, 52- 
year-old Ve lma Barfield of 
north Carolina, has been 
put to death since a 
Supreme Court ruling rein- 
stated the death penalty in 
1976. She was accused of 
poisoning four people, 
including her fiancee and 
mother. 
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Sonia 
Gandhi 
strikes back 
at Indian 
election 
critics 


NEW DELHI «AFP i — 
The Iialian-bom widow of 
assassinated Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi Wednesday 
dismissed criticism over her 
foreign origins ahead of 
upcoming polls saving she 
was a dyed-in-ihc-Vool 
Indian. 

"1 will be an Indian as 
lung as I breathe.” Sonia 
Gandhi told a crowd of 
about 70.000 in the north- 
western city of Li Jaipur 
while campaigning for her 
husband's onee-Jominaiii 
Congress party, the Press 
Trust of India reported. 

”1 am not only the daugh- 
ter of mother India but it is 
the land of my husband 


Sn Lankan President Chandrika Kumurutungu (right) shares a joke with Britain's 
Prince Charles while Prime Minister Sirimavo Baradaranuike (left) sits on tin* other 
side during celebrations to mark the country's 50th anniversary of independence in 
the capital Colombo (Reuters photo) 

Days of British Raj recalled 
amid modern military show 


Taiwan gets new interior minister 
in major cabinet reshuffle 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Senior 
parliamentarian Huang 
Chu-wcn, one uf the archi- 
tects of Tainan's conniiu- 
riunal reforms, is to take 
over ihe powerful interior 
ministry in a major cabinet 
reshuffle announced 

Wednesday. 

The shake up, affecting 
nine ministers, saw the 
nationalist island get its 
third interior minister in just 
over eight months. 

Incumbent Yell Chin-Feng 
was moved to an outside 
post. while Education 
Minister Wu Jing. rated in 
polls as the most popular 
minister in the cabinet, was 
dropped from the inner 
political circle. 

The inierior post has been 
the target of wide-ranging 
criticism since a law and 
order crisis hist year which 
led to the resignations of 
Prime Minister Lien Chan. 
Interior Minister Lin Feng- 
Cheng, two other ministers 


and the police chief. 

Ych Chin-Feng. who 
replaceJ Mr. Lin and resist- 
ed pressure lo resign over 
the ongoing high-profile 
murders and kidnappings, 
agreed to step aside in the 
reshuffle to become deputy 
secretory-general of the rul- 
ing Kuoniintans. 

Nine ministers are affect- 
ed by the cabinet shake up 
announced Wednesday by 
Premier Vincent Sievv. 

He denied criticisms that 
he had reshuffled his cabi- 
net just for the sake of 
change say ing it was in 
response to calls for “the 
injection of more new- blood 
into the cabinet" when he 
took ov er the cabinet's helm 
eight months ago. 

**The adjustment is to 
meet the public's e\ er 
changing needs.” Mr. Sievv 
told reporters. 

The KMT leaders 
promised a cabinet shakeup 
after the party's rout by the 


opposition Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP) in 
Nov. 29 local polls. 

KMT spokesvv oman 

Huang Li-China said: 
"Sie\v said he realised that 
the new team w ould comply 
with ihe party's policies and 
bring the government poli- 
cies in to full play.” 

Mr. Wu. the popu lax 
reform-minded education 
minister, has been replaced 
by Lin Ching-Chiang. Mr. 
\Vu declined the offer to 
become a minister without 
pon folio. 

Mr. Sievv did not specify 
why Mr. Wu was replaced 
though he did hail Mr. Wu 
as an person of innovation 
and aggressiveness. 

He stressed that ‘the cabi- 
net is a team,” and under- 
scored the importance of 
cooperation between differ- 
ent government agencies in 
implementing government 
policies. 

Mr. Wu reportedly was at 


odds with leaders of the 
defense ministry over u mil- 
itary training programme 
for "female college students. 

Government spokesman 
David Lee has been promot- 
ed to deputy foreign minis- 
ter in a job swap with Chen 
Chicn-Jen. while Chiao Jen- 
ho. vice chairman of the 
semi-official Straits 

Exchange Foundation, 

becomes the overseas 
Chinese affairs commission 
minister. 

Lai Kuo-Chou. a son-in- 
law of President Lee Teng- 
Hui has been appointed 
chief of the KMT's youth 
affairs department. 

Other changes include 
Youth Affairs Commission 
Minister Lee Chi-Chu. 
National Science Council 
chairman Huang Chen-tui. 
Labour Affairs Council 
chairman Chan Ho-Sheng 
and Overseas Chinese 
Affairs Commission 

Minister Chiao Jen-Ho. 


too.” she said. 

India's dominant Hindu 
nationalists, widely tipped 
to top the February -March 
national elections hut fall 
short of a clear majority, 
have increasingly resorted 
to attacking Sonia GanJhi. 

Mrs. Gandhi has been 
drawing huge crowd*, 
throughout India since she 
took to the political trail on 
Jan. 1 1 in an attempt to 
drum up support for 
Congress party. 

Accompanied by her soil 
Rahul. Sonia Gandhi said 
(he Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Pony 
(BJP. Indian People's 
Party), was trying to whip 
up religious tension to win 
the election. 

"For the sake of power, 
these forces are attempting 
to drive a wedge between 
brothers and instead of 
finding solutions to the cur- 
rent political crisis, they are - 
coining new slogans every 
day to mislead people.” 

BJP President Lai 
Krishna Ad van i recently 
said the Congress reliance 
on Sonia Gandhi showed its 
political decay. 

"A party with 1 1 3 years of 
history, a historic record 
and * leaders such as 
Mahatma Gandhi ... What 
has happened to ii? 

“Today, they have to coin 
a slogan: 'Bring Sonia, save 
(he country* ... It is not a 
political party any more. It 
has no principles, it has no 
values left.” 

Another BJP leader i 
claimed Italians were cole- , 
brut ing the rise of Sonia 
Gandhi in Indian politics. 

Sonia Gandhi. w ho 
became an Indian citizen in 
1 9S6. married into the well- 
known Nehru-Gandhi fami- 
ly in 1968. Her husband. 
Rajiv Gandhi, was prime | 
minister in I9S4-S9. He j 
was assassinated in 1991. 

Meanwhile, the BJP said 
in an election manifesto 
released Tuesday that it was 
committed to building a 
“magnificent'' Hindu tem- 
ple in the northern tow n of 
Ayodhya. 

The BJP and its Hindu 
allies were blamed for the 
demolition of the Babri 
Mosque in Ayodhya on 
Dec. 6, 1992. The incident 
sparked nationwide reli- 
gious violence. 

Hindu nationalists argue 
the 1 6th -century mosque 
was built on top of a temple 
commemorating the birth- 
place of the Hindu god 
Rama which was destroyed 
by the Moghuls. 

Sonia Gandhi told an ear- 
lier election rally that her 
husband had told her a 
month before his 1991 mur- 
der that nobody could raze 
the mosque as long as he 
was alive. 

The BJP. which overtook 
the Congress as the largest 
political group in 1996 
elections, is currently try* n £? 
to forge pre-poll alliances 
in order to launch a coali- 
tion. 

But experts say Sonia 
Gandhi's campaigns have 
boosted the morale of the 
Congress which had been 
hurt by defections and cor- 
ruption allegations against 
top leaders. 

The current elections are, 
however, expected to lead 
to a hung parliament. 


COLOMBO i aFPi — Sri 
Lanka's military pul on a 
show Wednesday w nh a 
mixiure of light security and 
scenes straight from the 
British Raj as the oumtrv 
celebrated Us 50th anniver- 
sary i if independence. 

President Chandrika 
Kutnaratunga set the tone 
when she :irri\ed lor the 
golden jubilee celebrations 
escorted both by jeeploads 
of black-clad army com- 
mandos armed with sub- 
machine guns and 2b 
mounted troopers in spiked 
helmets armed with lances. 

The tightest security was 
in place lor the celebrations 
attended by Britain's Prince 
Charles. Commandos 
guarded the parade enclo- 
sure near parliament while 
navy boats patrolled an 
adjacent lake and an anti- 
aircraft gun crew searched 
the skies. 

Intersections on approach 
roads and railway crossings 
were blocked with parked 
buses or trucks as a precau- 
tion against Tamil Tiger 
rebel attacks. Policemen 
were stationed every 30 
metres along the approach- 
es. 

As it turned out. almost 
four hours of official ccle- 


HOBART. Australia (AFP) 
— Sixty-vine sperm whales 
have died after a pod of 65 
beached themselves on the 
west coast of Tasmania, die 
state's Parks and Wildlife 
Services Director Max 
Kiicheli said Wednesday. 

The whales, some up to 15 
metres Jong anJ weighing 40 
tonnes, came ashore late 
Tuesday at Ocean Beach, near 
Sicilian. 

Two have been saved and 
were late Wednesday swim- 
ming beyond die breakers. 

A barge wax brought to die 
beach and towed the massive 
creatures clear. 

Mr. Kiicheli said there was 
no certainty the two would 
survive the trauma of the 
beaching and rescue, or would 
not meander back into the 
shallows. 

The remaining two are still 
alive, but trapped in shallow 
water and with rough seres no 
further attempts to move them 
would be made Wednesday. 

"All we can du is hope they 
May alive until the morning, 
when we can uy to get them 
out to sea." he said. 

Apart from digging trenches 
in the sand to ensure they 
remained in water as the tide 
receded, there was little the 
team of Parks and Wikllile 
officers, veterinarians and '*ci- 

entists could do. 

For the two that were res- 
cued. officers brought in u 
four-wheeled drive tractor 
with a grading blade covered 
in layers ot hessian from land 
and a barge by sea. 

As the tractor pushed, the 
barge pulled a rope attached to 
each whale's tail fluke. 

It took about IU minutes .for 
each to be push-pulled into 
deeper water. 

Mr. Kiicheli said the whiles 
were clearly traumatised by 


brat ions, the highlights of 
which was an hour-long 
military parade, passed 
without incident apart from 
a lew cases of near-sun- 
stroke. 

In addition lo cricket and 
Morris Minui cars. Sri 
Lankans have inherited 
from their lonner colonisers 
the British a passion for 
military parades. 

Some 9.0(H) personnel 
from the army, navy and air 
force — plus an elephant — 
look part in Wednesday's 
march past, a mixiure of 
Sandhurst military academy 
and South Asia. 

Commanders of the three 
services began the parade, 
followed by a vintage 
British scout car, three 
armoured cars, three 
Russian-made VBR 

armoured personnel carriers 
and 12 tanks swivelling 
their gun barrels at guests. 

Jeeps and trucks towing 
mortars or field guns fol- 
lowed before the pageantry 
began, with bandleaders 
twirling batons, red-coated 
bandsmen anil sword-carry- 
ing officers. Troops mostly 
earned sub-machine guns 
or T-56 rifles, a descendant 
of the Kalashnikov. 

Star of the show was an 


their rescue. 

"They were thrashing about 
and making clicking sounds,” 
he said. 

"But iIktc was nothing else 
we could do. The only alterna- 
tive was to sit :uul watch them 
die. It was worth a go.” 

"It was like trying lo pull a 
lurry out of quicksand." There* 
are no theories yet as to why 
the pod came ashore- bur 
Ocean Beach is notorious for 
whale stranding*. 

Seven ye. m; ago. more than 
70 smaller pilot wltalcs 
beached tltniselves there. 


elephant adorned with .in 
oniate hlue eo.it and special 
flaps fitted lo the ears. 
Kilted bagpipers played 
"Scotland the Brave." pos- 
sibly in deference to Prince 
L'hailes'.s enthusiasm for 
that country. Moie pipers 
lol lowed when the navy's 
while-unit untied contingent 
marched past. 

Apart from a contingent in 
the march past, the air force 
provided three Israeli-made 
Klir fighters for :t flypast. 
They were followed by six 
Bell helicopters and five 
Russian -made Mi-24 heli- 
copters. 

'Ihe most poignant 
moment came when veter- 
ans crippled in the long 
Tamil separatist war passed 
the podium in wheelchairs. 
"We pay homage to dis- 
abled soldiers who have 
done yeoman service for 
their country,” the announc- 
er said amid applause from 
(he VIP crowd. 

Far away from the cere- 
mony. meanwhile. the 
armed forces were taking 
more casualties in the seem- 
ingly endless war as Tamil 
Tiger rebels pounded the 
eastern coastal town of 
Baiticaloa and wounded 20 
people. 


"h always happens on shal- 
low, shelving beaches like 
Ocean Beach and it seems 
their sonar doesn't, detect the 
gradual change in depth," Mr. 
Kiicheli said. 

Authorities now lace the 
huge job of disposal, which 
they said w : oiild be a "logisti- 
cal nightmare." 

They could be left where 
they were, which would mean 
"a very smelly beach for 
many weeks", or they could 
be dragged high into nearby 
sand dunes and buried in huge 
pits. 


61 sperm whales dead after 
pod of 65 beaches in Australia 



An aerial view or thy sixty-five sperm whales that 
beached themselves onto Ocean Beach located in north- 
western Tasmania (Reuters photo) 


Relatives cling to fading hopes 
after Philippines air crash 


SAN ROQUE. Philippines 
(AFP) — Anguisljed rel.dives 
clung to shreds ot hope 
Wednesday that survivors might 
he found in the wreckage of a 
crashed Philippine jet carrying 
104 people even as medical 
leai as prepared body bags for 
the dead. 

"Unless we see the dead we 
will always have hope." said 
Vigilanda Solejon whose sister. 
Georgia Solejon was on board 
the Cebu Pacific Air DC-9 that 
crashed Monday in ragged, jun- 
gle-covered mountain terrain. 

"This is the last best chance of 
finding someone alive out there 
in the mountains.” Ms. Solejon 
said 

As an advance search team 
who stoned their arduous trek 
Tuesday reached debris at the 
crash site 150 metres from the 
summit of the tow ering Mount 
Sumagaya. medical teams dis- 
patched to this small ullage 
began preparing body bags. 

There were no reports of bod- 
ies or survivors, but the search 
team spotted some bloodstained 
debris from the plane, including 
tom cloth from a curtain and 
business cards from passengers. 

A five-man paramedic team 
was winched from a helicopter 
on to the summit and was work- 
ing its way down towards the 
crash site. 

"Before nightfall, the rescue 
team will be able to get into the 
area,” said Philippine army 
commander Lieutenant General 
Clemente Mariano. 

But Gen. Mariano did not 
think the find bodies would be 
brought down until Thursday or 
Friday "because the area is inac- 
cessible.” 

Ms. Solejon, a medical doctor 
;ind member of a Christian char- 


ily group dial sent SU volunteers 
up tire mountain to aid in the 
search, said she would stay in 
San Roque awaiting news of 
her sister's fate. 

She arriv od iw u days ago after 
being told at the airport in 
Cagayan de Oro where she 
expected to pick up her sister 
Monday noon that the flight 
was missing. 

Vehicles that brought fright- 
ened families to the village, the 
jumping off point for the search 
and rescue operation, lined the 
din roads here. 

The mood in the makeshift 
camp was solemn, families hav- 
ing spent a shivering night pray- 
ing for their loved ones despite 
word from rescuers iftai hopes 
of finding anyone alive in the 
wreckage had dimmed. 

Frustrated aL the lack of news 
coming from the 2.234 metre 


mountain, sonic relatives of 
passengers on Flight 3S7 gath- 
ered backpacks supplies and 
prepared to c limb lo the crash 
site and the eastern side of the 
summit. 

Relatives also criticised the 
search operation as being poor- 
ly organised, with too linle gov- 
ernment support. 

"It is so pathetic,” said Ms. 
Solejon of government search 
efforts. 

"These people who are com- 
ing are more private citizens. 
How I wish there were more 
government agencies." 

involved in the search, she said. 

Radio re pons coming from 
searchers in the dense mountain 
jungle were poor, observers 
noted. 

A total of 534 soldiers, police 
and civilian volunteers, includ- 
ing some relatives of the pas- 


sengers. were converging on the 
crash site Wednesday, many 
having spent a cold and wet 
Tuesday night camped on the 
mountain and were preparing to 
do so again Wednesday. 

Flight 3S7 was carrying 99 
passengers and five crew when 
it crashed. 

Hopes of finding any sur- 
vivors faded Tuesday after air- 
line officials withdrew a state- 
ment that 15 people may have 
survived. 

Four foreigners were among 
the KM people on board includ- 
ing one Japanese, an Austrian, 
an Australian and one from 
Switzerland. 

Listed among the 99 passen- 
gers ivas Japanese national Toro 
Nagaia. 26. of Kyoto, an anthro- 
pologist who worked for the 
Japan International Cooperation 
Agency. 

Philippine television showed 
a tearful Miehiko Nagaia. her 
62-year-old local bureaucrat 
husband Masayoshi, and their 
youngest son. Hiroshi, 2 1 . being 
met by local officials at 
Cagayan de Oro airport 

Reports said Mr. Nagaia was 
due to reaim to Japan in March 
at the end of his teaching assign- 
ment. 

The Nagatas were expected to 
join hundreds of other relatives 
in their vigil as search teams 
worked their way towards the 
wreckage of the stricken DC-9, 
which came down Monday in 
dense jungle on the side of 
rugged Mount Sumagaya. 

Aerial reconnaissance 
throughout Tuesday suggested 
there were no survivors from 
Flight 387. making it the 
Philippines worst aviation dis- 
aster. 


Army snubs rebel offer to 
search for victims 

CLAVER1A. Philippines (AFP.i — Military officials Wednesday 
snubbed an offer by Communist rebels to assist in the scorch for 
104 passengers of a Philippine jet that crashed in this jungle cov- 
ered mountain area. 

"We arc capable of the search and rescue operation.” on our own. 
responded Major General Santos Gabison. who is in charge of mil- 
itary search teams here, when asked if he would allow the rebels to 
join. 

Communist rebels reportedly called a local radio station and the 
office of the mayor of Oaveria earlier Wednesday to offer to help 
with the search saying they were "more familiar with the area.” 

The area around Mount Sumagay a where the Cebu Pacific Air 
flight 387 plane crashed Monday is dotted with pockets of 
Communist rebel activity'. 

Though the government and Communist rebels are engaged in 
peace talks that are still reports of sporadic clashes between the 
two. 

Nearly 550 soldiers, police and civilian volunteers are searching 
for the victims of the downed jet in the jungle covered mountain 
terrain in the southern Philippines. 


Dallaire to testify on 
warcrimes in Rwanda 


ARUSHA, Tanzania (AFP) — 
Canada’s General Romeo 
Duhaire. who headed U.N. 
knees in Rwanda in 1994, will 
this month testily before the 
U.N. warcrimes court trying 
suspects held responsible for 
die genocide of that year, the tri- 
bunal announced Wednesday. 

Gen. Dallaire is to testify in 
Arusha on Feb. 23 as a defence 
witness in the case of Jean -Paul 
Akayesu. a former mayor 
accused of the murder of thou- 
sands of Tutsis in his central 
Rwandan district of Taba 
between April and July 1994. 

The LLN. conn was set up by 
the Security Council in 
November 1 994 to seek out and 
uy those held mainly responsi- 
ble for genocide and war- 
crimes, in which between 
500,000 and 800,000 minority' 
Tutsis and moderates of the 
Hutu majority were massacred 
by Hutu government troops and 
extremist militias. 

Jean-Paul Akakesu has been 
charged with both genocide and 
crimes against humanity. 

Gen. Dulluire's testimony is 
keenly awaited. On Jan. 13. 
U.N. Secretary General Kofi 


Annan partially filled diplomat- 
ic immunity bestowed on Gen. 
Dallaire — who had warned in 
1994 of an impending ethnic 
catastrophe — to allow him to 
appear before the international 
tribunal. 

Mr. .Annan specified that the 
hearing should not be trans- 
formed into a trial of U.N. 
peacekeeping operations in 
Ru'unda and the governments 
involved. 

The U-N. Assistance Mission 
in Rwanda (UN AMIR* has 
heen accused of failing to stop 
the genocide, which was 
sparked when a plane carrying 
President Juvenal Habyarimana 
was si lot down in Kigali on 
April 6. 1994. 

The. LLN. mission had 
already been put under great 
strain in 1993 by a fragile 
accord between a Tutsi rebel 
force and the Hutu regime of 
the time. 

Two trials are due to resume 
on Feb, 9 before the Arusha 
conn, which has faced major 
logistical problems for two 
years and has come in for criti- 
cism for failing to proceed 
faster. 


_T 



"L 


Gourmet restaurant on mecca street 
Presents... 

Swiss Brunch 



First Friday, of every mouth 
J 1 .00 a.nL — 3.00 p.m. 

• A whole potpourri of delicacies for you lo enjoy 
and moke you believe you're in Switzerland 
■ Bull'd selection - breakfast and lunch for the price of 



tyD U. 500 a£C utetueiue 

Children under 5 years - no charge 
youngsters { 5 - 1 2 years ) - half price 

J V Y 

'"W \a-R'7v\a'R.a 
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Book your table now 

Tel. 553 04 80 Ext 666 
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Priority for the law 

THE GOVERNMENT'S foot-dragging on the 
implementation of last week's ruling by the 
High Court of Justice on the unconstitutionality 
of the temporary Press and Publications Law is 
indeed without a precedent in our new democ- 
ratic age. The government has offered all sorts 
of ill-conceived excuses to explain its reluctance 
to give full faith and credit to the court's his- 
toric decision and by doing so it has not given us 
an example in applying the rule of law. The min- 
ister of state for information affairs, Samir 
Malawi, has tried to explain the recent confis- 
cation of ail copies of Ha w ade th Ai Sa'a weekly 
on the shallow ground that the government has 
yet to he informed officially of the court's 
judgement. If there is ever a weak excuse, this 
particular one is. 

The minister should be the first to acknowl- 
edge that the other branches of governments 
take "‘judicial notice” of court verdicts immedi- 
ately and should not wait till the bureaucratic 
process rnns its course. When an important 
decision is adopted by the highest court of the 
land, the Executive Authority* may obtain an 
immediate copy of such a decision if it so choos- 
es in order to acquaint itself with all its fine 
points. It is unacceptable to state now. more 
than a week on the adoption of the court's deci- 
sion, that the government has yet to be 
informed officially of its existence and content 

It also stands to legal reason that once a law is 
ruled unconstitutional, everything that was 
taken on its basis also fails ipso facto. According 
to the ail-too-familiar legal dictum, everything 
based on a null-and-void law is also null and 
void. 

The other excuse that the government has 
floated to frustrate respect for the court’s deci- 
sion is the untenable legal argument that the 
ruling has no retroactive effect. This is a pre- 
posterous legal reasoning that no jurist worth 
his salt would even think of, much less act on its 
basis. 

Likewise, the tendency by the government to 
circumvent the ruling, by “appealing" or sub- 
mitting it to the Judicial Council for reconsider- 
ation. is also untenable and should not have 
been raised in the first place. The judiciary is 
the final arbiter of all legal issues and once the 
highest court of the country passes judgement 
on an issue, its decision becomes final and not 
subject to any form of reconsideration by any 
authority. 

Any though? to the contrary risks undermin- 
ing the primacy of the judicial function of the 
government. The government would be well- 
advised to take the ruling on the press law in a 
good spirit and accept the fact that it may have 
erred in adopting the controversial amendment 
in a manner that contrary to the letter and spir- 
it of the organic law of the land. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Dustour's Jihad Momani Wednesday said that while 
the U.S. is preparing to wage war on Iraq for allegedly 
not complying with U.N. resolutions and possessing 
weapons of inass destruction, it is condoning and actual- 
ly helping Israel to follow a similar policy and defy the 
world community. Israel is’ continually threatening the 
Arabs and Iran with aggression, maintains a formidable 
arsenal of weapons of muss destruction, continues to 
occupy Arab territories in defiance of the U.N. and 
escapes all forms of sanctions, noted the writer. In con- 
trast. Iraq has implemented U.N. resolutions, its forces 
were expelled from Kuwait and it is threatening no 
neighbour, he said. The writer said that in light of the 
U.S. behaviour, all the Arabs, including the enemies of 
President Saddam Hussein, are unanimous in opposing 
any U.S. aggression on Iraq, and if such military action 
is curried cut the Islamic movements will gain ground 
and Islamic suicidal attacks are bound to return to the 
scene. The writer warned that even the oppressed Iraqis 
and those who oppose the Iraqi leader will feel forced to 
support their president and defend their homeland in the 
face of foreign aggression. 

Al Arab AI Yawni's Riham Farra criticised the govern- 
ment for confiscating weekly tabloids which appeared on 
the newsstands Tuesday, saying the measure was a viola- 
tion of the ruling handed down by the Higher Court of 
Justice. The court ruled against the temporaiy amend- 
ments to the 1993 Press and Publications Law not 
because it opposes the government’s policies but in line 
with the requirements of democracy. Ms. Farm said. She 
said the government is playing a losing game with the 
court adding that it is expected to seek a legal interpre- 
tation of the law. or resubmit the same amendments to the 
law to Parliament. According to Ms. Farra the govern- 
ment stands a poor chance of gaining support from the 
deputies. It is more sensible for the government to allow 
the Ministry 1 of Information and the Press and 
Publications Department to admit that they were wrong 
in confiscating the weeklies and allow them to publish in 
implementation of the courr’s ruling. Ms. Farra said. She 
said the government is in an unenviable situation and has 
no alternative but to comply with the conn’s ruling. 


AS THE likelihood of a U.S.-led strike against Iraq 
increases daily, the fear of a new Gulf war ta mini-war at 
least) is beginning to spread, with some countries in the 
region already taking precautions and preparations in case 
of possible attacks (not only against Iraq itself but also, 
probably, against Israel and any other country that gets 
involved) or possible side-effects of sorts (energy and 
food -shortages, refugees on border crossings, etc.) — we 
know the old scenario all too well. 

But as fear of conflict escalates, one cannot but think of 
how volatile the situation in the Middle East really is. 
despite the deceptive periodic calmness and the apparent 
stability. There are in today’s Middle East, of course, 
many problems which stand in the way of the sort of sta- 
bility, safety, and prosperity which we all desire: econom- 
ic, social, political, ecological, etc. 

With respect to individual countries, there are, in many 
still, the problems of freedom and democracy, human 
rights, distribution of basic services: there are also the 
matters of privatisation, of better handling of develop- 
ment, of effective management, of better investment cli- 
mates, of pursuit of quality, of elimination of harmful 
bureaucracy, etc.: and there are. in some, the growing 
threat of terrorism, border tensions, sovereignty, etc. 

As for the area in general, there are serious problems 
still with regard to good neighbourliness, coordination of 
efforts, implementation of mutual agreements, coopera- 
tion. distribution of water shares, protection of the envi- 
ronment. facilitation of border procedures, etc. 

These problems, or most of them, are not peculiar to the 
Middle East of course. Most are global in facL 
Eventually, these problems can be dealt with effectively 
and eliminated. One learns important lessons from other 
countries (Japan. Korea, Singapore, etc. ) which have been 
able, in record times, to overcome many of the problems 
and impediments to progress from which we still suffer. 

What is peculiar to the Middle East (and what stands in 
the way of stability and prosperity at the immediate level) 
is the destabilising effects stemming from three important 
countries in it — the three I’s: Iraq, Iran, and Israel. 
Something, in other words, has to be done by way of 
enabling these countries to play a more constructive, pos- 


destructive one. 

With respect to the first (Iraq), the confrontation with 
the U.N7U.S. has really taken too long. The victims have 
been the Iraqi people (children, women, and men). Their 
suffering is real, and it ought not to be prolonged. As for 
the U.N. inspection missions, 8 years should have been 
sufficient to determine the type and extent of weapons 
.which Iraq has in its possession. The longer the inspec- 
tion missions last, the more tension there will be. What is 
required now is the working out, with the sincere efforts 
of both Iraq and the U.NAJ.S.. of an ultimatum which 
brings the matter to an end sooner than later. A diplo- 
matic solution' is not only safer and less costly than a mil- 
itary one, but it is (in my opinion) more effective. Iraq 
has much to offer to the region and the world, not only 
with respect to natural resources but also with respect to 
human resources. Everything ought to be done to enable 
it to contribute positively to the stability, progress, and 
prosperity of the region. 

Iran is equally important. Its positive, constructive role 
has been curtailed and curbed for two decades. It also has 
a good deal to offer, through its rich natural resources, its 
valuable human resources, and its strategic location. Now- 
that its new, emerging leadership is beginning to send sig- 
nals that it waots to cooperate and contribute in a positive, 
constructive way, such signals ought to be capitalised 
upon. 

Sooner or later (sooner than later. I hope) Iraq and Iran 
will be given the opportunity to contribute to the region s 
development and progress more than they do at present. 
The real challenge, however, is to bring Israel to do so. 

There was a time (during the last days of the Rabin- 
Peres era) when Israel seemed to be determined to bring 
peace to the region by implementing agreements signed 
with Arab parties, especially with the Palestinians, and by 
actively seeking to sign agreements with other Arab 
neighbours (Syria and Lebanon). Not only this but there 
was much talk about normalisation of relations with 
Israel, about Israel’s economic role, and about its overall 
contribution to the region. 

As for today, not only have hopes of Israel’s construc- 


tive role darkened immensely, but Israel is seen by almost 
everyone in the region as the most destabilising and 
threatening force to the peoples of the region and to their - 
aspirations. How can you talk about a stable Middle East 
when Israel still occupies (and builds settlements in) 
Palestinian, Syrian, and Lebanese lands — i.e., when it is 
'still an occupier? How can there be stability when Israel 
possesses and develops weapons of mass destruction? 
How can there be red stability and prosperity in the 
region when Israel (at least a big portion of its population) 
is isolationist, selfish and chauvinistic in its attitude? 

One can only hope that the present tension with Iraq 
will yield constructive, not destructive results. We want 
the whole (not part) of the Middle East region free from 
weapons of mass destruction. We want the three I’s not 
only to cease to be sources of tension but also to start to 
be real assets to the region's development, progress and 
prosperity. 

Lessons must be learned from what has happened or 
what is likely to happen: tension, confrontation, arro- 
gance, stubbornness, etc. lead only to disaster, open- 
mindedness, reason, common-sense, and goodwill lead to 
understanding and peace. There are lessons for all those 
involved (directly or indirectly) in the present tension in 
the Middle East (as well as for those who were directly or 
indirectly involved in the last Gulf war). 

This, of course, includes Israel which ought to have 
come to the realisation (and if it has not. it ought to now) 
that real security and stability for Israel lies not in keep- 
ing lands which do not belong to it not in building settle- 
ments, and (certainly) not in masks against potential 
nuclear, chemical or biological weapons, but in making 
peace and in living and letting live. This is also what the 
three l's need to realise and sincerely work for. 

Moreover, we in the Middle East want more from the 
U.NAJ.S. than helping us free the region from weapons 
of mass destruction; we want implementation of peace 
agreements, the establishment of frill (warm) peace, and 
the pursuit of economic strength and prosperity. The 
heroes we champion are those who help us bring peace 
and stability to all of the Middle East region, and not to a 
small portion of it. 


Normalisation facing societal, political obstacles 


By Alia A. Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN - Three years since the signing of 
the Jordan- Israel peace treaty, most 
Jordanians still find the idea of genuine 
peace making with the Jewish state a diffi- 
cult one to grasp. 

The optimism felt by some following the 
launch of the Madrid Middle East peace 
process in 1991 and the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty of 1994 has dissipated, say ana- 
lysts. 

Although only three years old. the nor- 
malisation process between Jordan and 
Israel — a problematic term for many here, 
both in respect to its definition and its appli- 
cation — has failed to change a significant 
number of Jordanians’ attitudes towards 
Israelis, both for external political and 
internal societal reasons. 

The intransigence of Israel’s present 
Likud-led government and the near stand- 
still on the Palestinian-Israeli track are the 
factors most analysts attribute to 
Jordanians' unchanged perceptions towards 
the Jewish state, fed by decades of hatred 
and hostilities. 

Others, however, see an added internal 
“societal dimension” of equal significance 
to understanding the lack of acceptance 
shown by many Jordanians to normal ties 
with Israelis. 

The underlying “fear of peace.” is the 
most obvious obstacle to normalisation of 
relations between the two peoples. 

“I don’t want to meet Israelis or have nor- 
mal relations with them. 1 fear that if I get 
to know them and they prove to be nice, 
everything I grew up believing about them 
will have to be questioned.” says an admin- 
istrative clerk at the University of Jordan. 

This sentiment is often aired when people 
face the reality of having to deal with for- 
mer enemies turned “friends.” according to 
sociologists and psychologists. 

One psychologist, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, says there is a particularity 
to Jordanian popular perceptions of Israel 
which further complicates matters. 

“As much as we mistrust them, we fear 
them. We fear they will not give us our 
rights, and that they are stronger than us.” he 
says. “We fear that we are not equipped 
enough to deal with them. Our own incom- 
petence and insecurities add to this fear and 
make us want to ignore them and pretend 
they don’t exist." 

A recent poll conducted by the Centre for 
Strategic Studies at the University of Jordan 
showed that over 80 per cent of Jordanians 
still view Israel as the enemy. Although 
many in the Kingdom were not surprised by 
the findings, some believe that this should 
serve as a wake-up call to both the 
Jordanian and Israeli governments. 

For University of Jordan sociologist Musa 
Shtewi, the percentage may be a referendum 
against the peace process in general, rather 
than a reflection of people’s individual stand 
vis-a-vis peace with Israel. 

“You can be pro-peace with the Israelis, 
but still view them as the enemy based on 
their behaviour with the Palestinians and the 
lack of respect they have shown to Arabs,” 
he says. 

Likewise, some Jordanians deem them- 
selves pro-peace with Israel, but still oppose 
normalisation. 

“I am for peace, but am not willing to have 
normal relations with them like buying 
Israeli products,” said a 30-year- old. 
Western-educated woman. 

More significantly in the eye’s of Dr. 
Shtewi, is that a historic opportunity has 
been missed for peace making between 
Israel and Jordan. "There was a very strong 
momentum for peace in Jordan after the 


signing of the treaty and the initial Israeli 
pullback from the Gaza Strip and Jericho. 
People believed that there might be a gen- 
uine desire by Israelis for peace and for 
changing its behaviour in the region.” 

“But this momentum was lost following 
the incursion into Lebanon in April 1996, 
the Qana massacre, and the election of 
[Benyamin] Netanyahu in May 1996. It is 
going to be very hard to regain it again.” 

For many others normalisation is simply a 
non-issue. The Islamic Action Front (IAF), 
spearheading the popular opposition cam- 
paign against ties with Israel, says the 
Middle East peace process in its entirety 
must be questioned. 

“Is there really such a thing as a peace 
process right now that talk of normalisation 
should even come up?” asks IAF Secretary 
General Abdul Latif Arabiyat. “In principle, 
we are for peace. But where is the peace, 
and who is it between?” 

“In terras of religion, we have no enmity 
with the Jews. But we do have an enmity 
with those Jews who have . occupied our 
land. The issue is one of rights, and the dis- 
placement of people from their homes and 
land, and the failure of the peace process” 
he says. 

While a very vocal and active anti-peace 
camp of Islamists, communists. Arab 
nationalists, and independents, has emerged 
and is working to peacefully scuttle the 
treaty, there has been a negligible corre- 
sponding pro-peace movement mobilising 
support. 

"The problem is that commitment among 
those in the pro-peace camp is not as strong 
as those who are opposed to it," says Dr. 
Shtewi. “They are not vocal and don’t fight 
back because of the political realities.” 

According to Dr. Shtewi, the majority of 
Jordanians are not ideologically opposed to 
peace with Israel. They are for what he calls 
“conditional normalisation” — normalisa- 
tion if there are changes with regards to 
Israeli treatment of the Palestinians, and 
movement on ah tracks of the peace 
process. 

This, however, is disputed by a former 
cabinet minister who requested anonymity. 
“In the Arab and Jordanian psyche, people 
don’t like to deal with Israel unless they 
have to,” he says. 

“There is a real psychological barrier that 
might be ideologically-based. The whole 
education system and 50 years of conflict 
and enmity are not easy to erase. The prob- 
lem is less acute with the younger genera- 
tions. but it still exists,” he adds. 

But what gives opponents of normalisa- 
tion more ammunition, say analysts, is the 
arrogance with which the present Likud 
government has ploughed ahead with its 
policies of aggression, intimidation and dis- 
crimination towards the Palestinian people. 

While the exact figure is unknown, many 
of Jordan's 4.2 million population are of 
Palestinian origin who were forced to flee 
their homes in successive Arab- Israeli wars. 

Most have family members living in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and are enraged 
by ‘ continuing scenes of mistreatment of 
Palestinians by the Israeli government and 
army as well as by Israeli citizens, the con- 
fiscation of Arab land, and new settlement 
projects, and are frustrated by the long- 
delayed implementation of the Oslo 
accords. 

According to the psychologist such fac- 
tors make it difficult for those in the pro- 
peace camp to “whole heartedly preach 
peace with Israel." 

Reports of alleged bad-treatment and 
harassment of Jordanians at crossing points 
and at Israel's embassy do little to amelio- 
rate the image many Jordanians have of 
Israelis. Analysts say such incidents add to 


popular resentment towards the Jewish state 
and its people. 

The social stigma 

With the exception of a handful of busi- 
nesspersons openly working with Israelis, 
most Jordanians who advocate relations 
with Israel do so with caution and in private 
circles. 

The social stigma of having any contact 
with Israelis is a genuine obstacle to nor- 
malisation of ties. This problem becomes 
even more acute within intellectual circles, 
among academics, journalists, and profes- 
sionals. according to Dr. Shtewi. 

Even in officialdom, this stigma is ever 
present. 

“There is a built-in popular position here 
that any government, whether collectively 
or individually, including acting ministers, 
is uneasy to go againsL After all. the minis- 
ters and officials are pan of the belief-sys- 
tem of the society.” says the former minister. 

The psychologist points to what he sees as 
a cultural element to such behaviour. 
“People here shy away from expressing 
opinions or preferences that are not in con- 
formity with what the majority is thinking.” 

He adds, however, that the social stigma 
factor has become an excuse for some peo- 
ple reluctant to normalise. “It is used by 
people who don’t have a problem dealing 
with Israelis on principle, but don't see 
much value [to] it in light of the political sit- 
uation." 

The position of associations 

The role of the 80,000 member-strong 
professional associations, who are fighting 
hard to halt normalisation, cannot be 
ignored. Although the government intends 
to regulate association and union activities, 
present membership laws impose strict 
guidelines on the concerned professionals. 
These extend to any affiliation a member 
might have with Israelis. 

Proponents of these rules defend the juris- 
diction of professional organisations saying 
that the committees who draft such rules are 
elected by the association memberships and 
reflect public sentiment, especially in rela- 
tion to normalisation. 

According to the analysts, the ire of the 
associations and the noise they make when 
nearly anyone, members or otherwise, have 
had contact with the "Zionist enemy’ is 
enough to force people with Israeli contacts 
into secrecy, and to discourage others who 
might have considered such contacts. 

A case in point was the Jordanian Press 
Association (JPA) statement condemning 
the visit of five journalists to Israel last 
month “as a form of normalisation.” 

“Intellectual terrorism” cried the headline 
of Shihan Chief Editor Raja Talab’s column. 
In his popular weekly tabloid, Mr. Talab 
said the JPA move was in contradiction to 
the profession of journalism which advo- 
cates freedom of speech. 

Association pressure nearly put art galiezy 
proprietor Isara Nseirat out of business. An 
artist himself and head of the Jordanian 
Society for Culture and international Peace. 
Mr. Nseirat hosted an Israeli exhibit at his 
Amman gallery in 1996. 

A year later the Jordanian Artists 
Association launched a boycott of the 
gallery, 

"Peace is a battle, I never realised it, but 
now I do,” he says. 

The absence of dialogue 

Mr. Nseirai’s attempts to open a dialogue 
with those in the anti-normalisation camp 
were rejected, he says. 


“Why aren’t they willing to have a dia- 
logue? In Jordan people’s reaction is just to 
boycott,” he says. 

According to Dr. Shtewi, “there is no 
objective debate about the normalisation 
issue. The two sides of the normalisation 
camp just shout at each other.” 

He adds that the anti- peace camp is high- 
ly vocal, and attaches labels to people, so 
those who may have once been willing to 
enter such debates have opted to avoid the 
hassle. 

“Because it is not a rational and logical 
debate, you can’t get into it. It is ‘sharsha- 
ha.’ he says, using the Arabic word implying 
a humiliating melee. 

There is practically no escaping this phe- 
nomenon. say experts. 

“The mode of thinking that existed 40 or 
50 years ago still exists, and even our intel- 
lectuals still talk on the emotional level,” the 
psychologist says. 

For him, the debate concerning the nor- 
malisation issue is dominated either by the 
pro-government line of policy or the ideo- 
logical opponents. 

Still, he says, “those in the government are 
not able to present their case very well, as 
they themselves are not convinced of their 
arguments.” 

In addition, many observers believe that 
since the peace treaty, successive govern- 
ments have been forcing normalisation on 
Jordanians and have stifled most public 
debate on the issue, a charge denied by offi- 
cials. 

“The government should allow both sides 
to air their views — whether pro or anti- 
peace. It would further rationalise the 
debate and render the opposition camp reac- 
tion less extreme.” says the psychologist. 

Peace dividends deficit 

The 1994 promises of economic dividends 
to help Jordanians accept the treaty have 
failed to materialise and thus has increased 
popular resentment, say analysts. 

"If anything, tourism and standards of liv- 
ing have declined since the treaty,” says the 
former minister. 

Dr. Arabiyat insists that lack of any tangi- 
ble results “speaks for itself and for die fail- 
ure of the process.” 

According to Israeli Ambassador to 
Amman Oded Eran, “obviously expecta- 
tions were created, rightly or wrongly, that 
were very high. Some of these expecta- 
tions, I think, have been met, some of them 
are . still in the process of being dealt 
with. We should not forget dial we are deal- 
ing with a period of only three years" 
Jordan’s growing impatience with Mr. 
Netanyahu's policies has been made more 
apparent His Majesty King Hussein has 
become unusually critical of ' Mr. 
Netanyahu’s policies. 

King Hussein, who campaigned hard to 
convince sceptical Arab leaders to give Mr. 
Netanyahu the benefit of the doubt after his 
election in May 1996, has squarely blamed 
the Israeli premier for. the faltering peace 
process. 

^ .f° r opposition to normalisation. Dr. 
Arabiyat insists that it will continue despite 
the Nov. 4 election of a predominantly pro- 
government pari i ament after the Islamist- 
e 2S*P os * t * on jotted the polls. 

ihe IAF works in accordance with the 
law and the Constitution. We will show our 
discontent with the peace treaty through 
public awareness campaigns, statements, 
lectures and the media,” he says. 

We want what is in the country’s interest 
but we have a right to say the peace process 
has failed.” 
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Signals from the physical and social scientists 


Ifl A week of mourning regional tensions, endinv here 
0 „ the home/ron! m0 re Hum a quarter ofourEoZc 
deputies launching mm „ diatribe about the "J s' »r 
the Orbit Arab Song Festival in a puriiamentarv session 
Wednesday, other developments were and will' be teas" 
mg marks of import. 


**+* 


ENVIRONMENTAL HARMONY - As patron of 
the WCN.The World Conservation Union. Uer UaLYv 
Queen Noor Tuesday- will welcome participants to l ie 
second WestICeniral As, a and North Africa Regional 
Conservation Forum. The purpose of this gathering in 
Amman is to plan the programmes amt activities in the 
targeted region aimed at safeguarding the environment 
and to establish strategic concepts and develop policies 
in an effort to bring the countries of this region togeth- 
er m addressing and combat ting their common environ- 
mental problems in harmony. The representatives of the 
80 -member states, government agencies. MG Os and 
specialised institutes and agencies from 2d countries 
will discuss issues related to protected areas, resource 
use management, environmental communication and 
education, and environmental laws. IUCN National 
Coordinator Alia ffatough-Bouran said the forum will 
be attended by 1UCN Director General David McDow- 
ell, 10 senior IUCN staff members and around ISO 
members and commission members. Jordan is a signa- 
tory to the Convention on Biological Diversity and has 
just completed its Country Studv on Biological Diversi- 
ty which profiles the Kingdom's wealth of bioresources, 
focuses on the threats facing species, introduces man- 
agement measures and suggests immediate action for 
remedy and rehabilitation of degraded ecosystems, said 
Dr. Hatough-Bouran. Jordan's 11ICN National Com- 
mittee comprises the Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment. The Royal Society for the 


Conservation of Nature, The Jordan Environment Soci- 
ety. The University of Jordan, The Jordanian Society for 
Desertification Control amt Badia Development. The 
Higher Council for Science and Technology, Petra 
National Trust, Friends of Archaeology, and ihe Arab 
Women's Organisation. 

+*+* 

IN-HOUSE MOVES: 

In keeping with its tradi- 
tion of seeking to promote 
from within, the Royal Sci- 
entific Society has 
appointed Seyfeddin Muaz 
as its new vice president. 

Dr. Muaz. a civil engineer, 
actually began his career 
at RSS in 1975 as head of 
the Building Technology 
Division of the Building 
Materials Research Cen- 
tre. At Ihe lime he held a 
B.Sc. and M.Sc. from the 
Middle East Technical 
University in Ankara. In 
1977 he was awarded o( 

Sey,6ddin M “ aZ 

International Develop- 
ment to pursue a PfiJJ. at Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti- 
tute in Troy, New York, where former RSS president, now 
Minister of Industry, Trade and Supply Han't \fulki 
earned his doctorate as well. Dr. Muaz. 50, returned in 
1 983 to his earlier position and moved up the ladder to 
become director of the Building Research Centre and 
then deputy vice president and adviser to the president 
of the RSS. With an expertise in structures, he has con- 
sulted on the analysis and design of earthquake resis- 



tant buildings in Jordan, and published a paper on 
codes, standards and specifications regarding the 
reconstruction of Palestine. 


WHICH WAY TO GO? It has been confirmed that 
the director of the national news agency, Petra, Abdul- 
. lah Etoum has indeed been approached as a candidate 
for the post of secretary general of the Ministry of Infor- 
mation Affairs, the seat vacated by the death last month 
of Mohammad Amin. Mr. Etoum. it appears, has grown 
quite fond of his current assignment, let alone Petra 
where he has spent nearly his entire career in journal- 
ism. Therefore it is uncertain whether he will take up 
the new offer. 

**♦* 

NEW DIGS: The Office of HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san will welcome Mahmoud MuJ'ti on board the staff 
there. Mr. Mufti, who has been with the Institue of 
Inter-faith Studies for about two years, will be ’"still 
inter-fui thing " but from a new venue. He will become 
interfaith coordinator for the Office of the Crown 
Prince. 

++*+ ■ 

A PENCHANT FOR HISTORY: In Jordan for a 
visit, en route to the annual conference of the Arab 
Thought Forum in Abu Dhabi is Washington-based 
economist Mohammad Rabi’e. Dr. Rabi'e is completing 
the writing of two books. * The first, in Arabic, deals with 
the process of history and the Arab future. He will lec- 
ture on this subject on Tuesday at Nadi Al Faiha in 
Shmeisani near the police station at 7:00 p.m. The sec- 
ond book, in English, is to be entitled The Structure of 


Human Progress. Therein. 'Dr. Rabi'e said he has devel- 
oped a new theory to explain human history and Hew 
societies developed over time. He said the theory could 
establish a new paradigm in social thinking. His trip to 
ihe Middle East included an earlier stop in Germany 
where he met with officials at Erfut University to dis- 
cuss the development of an international studies pro- 
gramme and the possible establishment of a European 
university overseas. He said, at present the officials 
were looking at Jordan. Dr. Rabi'e is accompanied by 
his wife Malta who works for Voice of America. The 
couple will travel to the West Bank today and return for 
another week's stay in Jordan before heading for Abu 
Dhabi. 

++*♦ 

LECTURE ON PROGRESS: Spanish architect 
Ignacio Arce, who has been directing the restoration 
works at the Umayyad Palace of Amman — aspects of 
which have met with controversy among archaeologists 
(so what's new?) — will lecture, in English, on Urban 
Development at the Amman Citadel, tonight ( Thursday ) 
at the Instituio Cervantes. He will talk about discover- 
ies at the Citadel of urban settlement and similarities to 
the Hispano-Muslim urban development. 


SALUT L’ ARTISTE : February is Black History 
Month in the U.S. which means commemoration of the 
efforts and achievements of African Americans. The 
American Center in Amman thus is hosting a series of 
cultural events featuring poetry readings, Worldnet dia- 
logues. lectures, films and exhibits at the center in the 
U.S. 

Jennifer Hamarneh 
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We’re not 
there yet 

By Jean-CIaude Elias 

IN THE last three or four years, ink- 
jet colour primers (IJCP) have made 
huge progress. 

While their technical characteristics 
and capabilities were “going up at 
lightning speed, their prices have 
been reduced beyond expectation. 

The average IJCP that now sells at 
about JD300 in Jordan is capable of 
producing amazing colour printout at 
the rate of one page per minute. High 
resolution, combined with the new 
chemical formulation of the colour 
ink now allows the SOHO (small 
office ~ home office; user to obtain 
nearly photographic quality results, 
provided one uses the special paper 
usually supplied by the primer’s 
manufacturer. 

Strong with their recent technical 
and sales achievements in terms of 
IJCP, Epson and Hewlett-Packard, 
leaders in the field, arc proposing a 
set of tools (hat allows users to han- 
dle photographs from capture (o 
printout. 

Shoot with a digital camera (about 
JD700), process with a Pentium PC 
and finally prim on an IJCP. Without 
even going to the lab for processing 
or photo- finishing. 

It’s simple and It works. 

But how good is the result? 

Can it be compared to what one 
could achieve with a high-end tradi- 
tional camera like a Nikon, Canon or 
Minolta, with chemical lab process- 
ing? Currently there is still a notice- 


able difference in picture quality 
when we compare a good lab- 
processed Nikon shot with a home- 
processed PC digital picture. 

When it comes to art even the 
slightest difference. in quality can be 
important. 

If on- the. other hand we take into 
consideration that the whole DIY (do 
il yourself) home process was 
unthinkable only five years ago. and 
that it is being improved every six 
months, it becomes possible to fore- 
see the near future. 

We may be able to reach profes- 
sional quality, digital home photo 
processing in three to five years. 

Even with its current less-than-per- 
l'ect technical quality home digital 
photography presents many advan- 
tages compared to the traditional sys- 
tem. You do not need to buy films 
(sorry' Kodak, Fuji. Konica, ...) fora 
digital camera. You can also modify 
your shots at taste, changing the 
colour balance, the contrast, the 
cropping, and so forth. Finally you 
do not have to wail for the result - 
you can print any lime you want and 
as many copies as you wish on your 
home IJCP. 

Those who have worked in a photo 
lab know the pleasure to have com- 
plete control on the whole photo- 
graphic process, from taking the pic- 
ture to printing it. This could become 
available and affordable to the mass- 
es very soon. 



Early learning — A missed 

opportunity? 


By Kicbard Tanner 

PLAYING WITH my iwo-year-old grandson 
Alex during my holidays in England set me 
thinking about the educational advantages 
enjoyed by such a child today: lots of books; 
in colour with pop-ups and fold-downs 
adding excitement to. interest; musical toys, 
constructional toys, toys to manipulate and 
others to focus attention; clothes with labels 
or pictures; videos and computer games, all 
things designed to stimulate young minds. 

Outside his home too are further opportu- 
nities for early learning: parcnt-and-toddler 
groups meeting for youngsters to get used to 
one another, essential now that most families 
contain just one or two children, and for par- 
ents to exchange information. More expen- 
sive are nurseries, where trained staff devel- 
op children’s abilities and allow parents to 
return to work knowing their children are in 
good hands. Around every comer there 
seems to be another park for kiddies to play, 
while many shops have designated play 
areas. As well as children’s books and toys, 
the public library has activities and story- 
lime for pre-schooler, whilst the local swim- 
ming pools have spaces restricted for accom- 
panied baby and toddler swimming, plus a 
creche offering child-care while parents 
swim. 

In two more years, Alex will gradually be 
inducted into school by teachers and assis- 
tants trained in nursery -infant education. 
Given the resources of both home and com- 
munity, he should get off to a good start in 
school. But how far can the average Jordan- 
ian child match this grounding? 

‘ Will s/he start reading from exciting books, 
or have to make do with a few dull grey, 
poorly printed stories (or expensive, cultur- 
ally -different imports)? But why should this 


be? The Arab World represents an enormous 
market, some of it very prosperous, so why, 
with high birth rates guaranteeing the mar- 
ket, isn't there a Macmillan's or a Long- 
man’s focusing on the junior market? Using 
computer-aided design, books can be turned 
out cheaply and well, even in small batches. 
So where is the Arab initiative and enterprise 
for this rewarding business? Toys may pre- 
sent more of a problem; most in the local 
shops are either expensive imports from the 
West or cheaper over from the Far East. But 
given the craft skills of Jordan — some 
woven, glassware and wooden touristic 
products already resemble toys — shouldn’t 
local toy-making be successful? One finds 
educational toys of cloth or wood in parts of 
Africa and South Asia, so why can’t ones 
designed for our children be made here? 

Though the larger family size here in Jor- 
dan seems to preclude playgroups and nurs- 
eries, the poverty of some areas and the 
smaller families of the rich suggest that they 
are needed. Whilst its true rhat educational 
games do not have to be complex or expen- 
sive, and rhat older children can make games 
for and with younger family members, 
trained group leaders understanding Piaget 
or B runes’s principles can teach children 
extra and vital skills and concepts. They may 
spot retardation due to deafness or other 
physcial handicaps quicker than parents see- 
ing their children everyday, or develop meth- 
ods to combat social or psychological weak- 
nesses. Young ones may blossom in play- 
groups, ones who may be cramped by big 
brothers or sisters and dating or neglectful 
parents. Far from belittling the very real 
strengths of the extended Arab family, I 
wonder if missed opportunities aren't lost 
forever by children who never mix with 
other families and who are never coached by 


professionals. Certainly that seemed to dis- 
advantage most farmworkers' children in the 
village where I was brought up. 

Childhood comes once only and, with more 
young children joining our schools without 
adequate hygiene or eating standards, chil- 
dren unable to communicate who are totally 
unsociable, the case for pre-school prepara- 
tion is strengthened. And if this is the situa- 
tion in a highly privileged school, how much 
worse must it be elsewhere? Though, I can 
never be an advocate of the “get ‘era into 
nursery school so I can go back to my job" 
version of equal opportunity, I do feel that 
properly run playgroups and nurseries help 
most children's early development and prob- 
ably their parents too. 

As more and more high-rise flats block the 
skyline of Tla-Al-Ali, I find just one play 
park and that is way down the hill from 
where I live. Where are children of this area 
to play and exercise, especially at weekends 
and in holidays? The streets are becoming 
too dangerous, the open spaces fast vanish- 
ing. Most schools have woefully little play 
areas around them. Do our children have 
screaming in stairwells and becoming TV 
couch potato heads as their main choices? 
Arabs arc caring and loving of their children, 
taking them everywhere they go, but where 
is there to go apart from family and some 
eating places? Where are ihe pre-school play 
groups and nurseries, the clubs and societies 
for youngsters, the children’s libraries and 
play centres? All too few though 30 per cent 
of our population is under 10 years of age. 
We know how quickly children learn to walk 
and talk; shouldn’t they be able to read and 
compute, make music and play sports, 
socialise and cooperate just as quickly. The 
issue of early learning needs addressing. 


No more bets please,' Turkey tells gamblers 



By Daren Butler 

Reuters 

ISTANBUL — Turkey’s casinos have 
bit a losing streak and no run ol luck 
can save them from being cleaned out 
at last. 

Gamblers must place their last legal 
bets before Feb 11, when a parlia- 
ment-ordered ban goes into effect . 
pulling the plug on a sector worth well 
over $1 billion and employing 1S.OOO 
people. 

The closure marks a victory lor 
members of parliament who approved 
the ban last year over worries aboui 
the effects of gambling on tarniiy tile 
and allegations of casinos being used 
for money laundering. 

But the only real winners, the casino 
industry warns, will h? illegal opera- 
tors eager to capitalise on the consid- 
erable local passion for roulette, black- 
jack and poker. The tourism industry 
will be the big loser, they argue. 

A last minute Nd by liie industry to 
save the country’s 78 casinos tailed in 
the constitutional court on Jan. 2 1 , and 
the closure order is set to go into 
effect. 

Punters continued to fiock to Istan- 
bul’s casinos during the weekend alter 
the court ruling, hoping lor a lasl big 


score before authorities seize the 8.800 
slot machines and 850 gaming tables 
across ihe country. 

“Underworld will take over” 

Frustrated casino operators say tlx: 
ban will only play into the hands of 
those targeted by the authorities in the 
first place. 

‘This will not be the end of gam- 
bling in Turkey by any means," Erhan 
Akbulut. chairman of the * Turkish 
Gaming Operators' Association, told 
Reuters. 

"The underworld will take over, 
there will be no controls and no finan- 
cial contribution to the treasury.’’ 

Akbulut said casinos added about 
SKX) million to treasury coffers and 
swelled tourism revenues substantially 
— as they were intended to do when 
Lhcy were first authorised in 1983. 

Concerns about the alleged use of 
casinos in laundering money from the 
massive heroin trade played a key role 
in die move to shut casinos. The gov- 
ernment also cited concerns about die 
impact of gambling on family life after 
media reports of suicides and family 
hardship linked to unpaid gambling 

debts. 

The bill was initially proposed by 


the former Islamist-led coalition under 
Prime Minister Nccmcuin Erbakan. 
Now tlx; casinos look set to share the 
fare of Erbakan, wliosc Welfare party 
was closed down by the constitutional 
coun in Jan. 

During his stormy year in power. 
ErfciJcan described casinos as “spread- 
ing to every comer of Turkey like an 
illness." His secularist successors 
pressed alicud with die draft. 

Tlx; sector fell under a sinister spol- 


lighl in July 1996 alter the gangland 
killing of "casino king" Omcr Lutfu 
Topal, owner of one of die country's 
five major gaming groups. The media 
said lie was gunned duwn in a bailie 
over laundered money. 

Policemen, former bodyguards of a 
right-wing MP in Erbakan’s govern- 
ment, were charged with liis murder in 
an ongoing case lied to a broader scan- 
dal linking state officials with the 
mafia. 


Casino closures a heavy blow 
for tourism 

The president of ihe Turkish Hote- 
liers' Association, Ali GureJi, said the 
closure order was a heavy Wow to the 
tourism sector and hotels in panicular. 
warning foreign investors would seek 
considerable compensation. 

Casinos were an integral part of five- 
star hotels when dicy were built and 


sector officials have said foreign oper- 
ators may seek a total Si billion in 
damages. 

Casino customers account for three 
to four percent of occupancy rates in 
five-star hotels, out of a total occupan- 
cy of 60 to 62 percent. Gureli said 
hoiel income from casinos was very 
lucrative. 

‘This is effectively the holds’ profit 
margin and if you take this away they 
will be suffering." he said. 


'. . .casinos added about $100 million to 
treasury coffers and swelled tourism 
revenues substantially. . .’ 


Akbulut forecast tourist arrivals of 
around 10 million could fall by five 
percent because of the closures. Rev- 
enues from tourism, which total 
around S7.5 billion, could fall much 
more because of the high level of 
expenditure by casino tourists. 

“There will be a material loss for 
Turkish tourism. Some hotels have 
been aWe to stay open during winter 
because of casino tourism, now they 
may not be aWe to" Akbulut said. 

Foreign gamblers represent about 20 
percent of casino customers, mostly 
coming on tours from Russia and 
Israel, according to Turgay Alp. gener- 
al secretary of the Mediterranean 
Hotel Operators* Union. 

He said the major southern resort of 
Antalya depended heavily on its 23 
casinos and the shopping tourism they 
brought with them, especially during 
winter. 

Anticipation of casinos closing has 
already prompted a sharp decline in 
hotel bookings for tliis winter, he said. 

Casino operators seek 
fresh opportunities abroad 

Casino and tourism sector officials 
expect the law to be overturned within 
two to three years as the government 


recognises the industry's value, Akbu- 
lut said. 

Meanwhile, Turkey’s loss will be a 
gain for casinos in central and eastern 
Europe, who are expected to welcome 
Turkish gamblers with open arms. 

The Turkish government should 
instead act to improve controls over 
casinos and reconsider earlier propos- 
als to reorganise the sector, sector offi- 
cials say. 

The tourism ministry previously 
considered plans to limit casinos to 
three designated areas, suggesting an 
island near Istanbul and various resorts 
as possible locations. 

The proposals were pan of a reform 
process under which the ministry had 
imposed dress codes, restricted week- 
day opening hours and banned Turkish 
nationals from casinos. 

In the meantime, casino operators 
are seeking out fresh opportunities to 
establish operations outside Turkey. 

"Turkish casino operators have 
already begun to look abroad," Akbu- 
lut said. , 

Turkish casino operators have 
already moved to establish operations 
in the breakaway northern Cypriot 
state, the Tinkle republics of Central 
Asia and Eastern Europe. 
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Mulki: Government welcomes, encourages setting 
up chambers of industry throughout Kingdom 



AMMAN (J.T.) — In- 
dustry. Trade and Supply 
Minister Hani Mulki 
said Wednesday that the 
government welcomes 
and encourages the cre- 
ation of chambers of 
industry around the 
Kingdom as proposed in 
an initiative on the part 
of the society of 
investors at the Sahab 
Industrial Estate. 

The society, which 
submined the initiative 
to Dr. Mulki at a meeting 
held at the Ministry oT 
Industry and Trade in the 
presence of the min- 
istry's Secretary-General 
Mohammad Halaiqa, 
called for the creation of 
an industrial committee 
that would work out a 
formula for the creation 


of chambers of industry 
in Zarqa and the other 
govemorates of Jordan. 

The society called for 
the enactment of a mod- 
ern law to govern and 
organise the function of 
the industrial sector in 
Jordan, help protect the 
sector’s interests and 
help achieve the indus- 
trialists' aspirations. 

It also suggested the 
creation of a federation 
that would group all 
chambers of~ industry 
and boost industrial pro- 
duction. 

The* Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade supports 
the creation of a federa- 
tion of Jordanian cham- 
bers of industry as soon 
as possible and will 
facilitate its activities. 


said the minister at the 
meeting which was 
attended by representa- 
tives of industries at the 
Sahab Industrial Estate 
and Zarqa region. 

He said the ministry 
has opened a dialogue 
among industrialists and 
will accept whatever is 
acceptable to the indus- 
trial sector as a whole, 
noting that the ministiy 
has delayed the presenta- 
tion of a law allowing 
the creation of chambers 
of industry for two 
months with a view to 
giving the industrialists 
sufficient time to discuss 
the issue among them- 
selves. 

Jamil Jubran. the soci- 
ety’s president said that 
his society does not 


oppose the creation of 
any chamber of industry 
in Zarqa or other areas 
and was only mediating 
between the industrial- 
ists in Amman and Zarqa 
to help them reach an 
agreement on the format 
and functions of the pro- 
posed federation. 

Later Wednesday, the 
society’s members held a 
separate meeting with 
industrialists from .the 
Zarqa region to discuss 
procedures and mecha- 
nism for the creation of 
the Zarqa Chamber of 
Industry. 

According to Mr. 
Jubran. the two sides 
have decided to create a 
committee to assume the 
task of reaching the 
required mechanism. 
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7 

2550 

5923 

2.34 

2.31 

.03- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX : 232 

54 *CHG: 

+0.37 

86 

102857 

S6S997 





2.050 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.8 

4.93 

44 

22700 

45761 

2.02 

2.03 

.01 + 


1.S50 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g 

0.00 

11 

6000 

6148 

1.02 

1.02 

_ 


1.S90 

1.150 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

18.4 

0.00 

5 

750 

903 

1.20 

1.21 

.01 + 


. 1.050 

.740 

JORDAN EXPAT. INV. 

9 

0.00 

4 

2050 

1753 

.85 

.89 

.04+ 


1.090 

.900 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

2 

2250 

2095 

.95 

-94 

.01- 


2.160 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.0 

6. 55 

1 

250 

420 

1.69 

1.68 

.01- 


.840 

.640 

UNION LAND DEV. 

9 

0.00 

3 

1000 

630 

.64 

.63 

.01- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 116.87 *CHG: 

+0.03 

70 

35000 

57708 





1.160 

.930 

ATTAMQEEB 

9 

0.00 

3 

4450 

5127 

1.16 

1.15 

.01- 


4.450 

2.750 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.5 

3.79 

50 

216723 

630974 

.2.98 

2.90 

.08- 


4. 140 

3.050 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

10.1 

2.74 

7 

5285 

19026 

3.60 

3.6S 

.05+ 


7.050 

5.620 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.0 

3.33 

2 

160 

918 

5.62 

5.75 

.13+ 


11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. REPINARY 

10.0 

8.64 

5 

180 

1852 

10.29 

10.29 

- 


2.890 

1.330 

INDUSTRIAL COMM.AGR. 

9 

0.00 

3 

527 

709 

1.34 

1.35 

.01 + 


4.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. MANE. 

12.1 

4.55 

44 

9482 

41560 

4.37 

4.40 

.03+ 


6.000 

4.400 

DAR ALDAWA DV. INV. 

14.2 

4.31 

6 

1300 

7478 

5.70 

5.80 

. 10+ 


.620 

.430 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

9.3 

0.00 

21 

9150 

3937 

.43 

.44 

.01 + 


.680 

.510 

RATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

2 

400 

228 

.59 

.57 

.02- 


1.120 

.370 

INTERRED. PETRO.CHEM. 

9 

0.00 

15 

6350 

2622 

.41 

.42 

.01+ 


2.600 

1.380 

UN TV. CHEM. INDS . 

12.9 

6.99 

1 

50 

72 

1.45 

1.43 

.02- 

s 

3.000 

.990 

NATL. CABLE WIRE . ME AC 

26.0 

0.00 

2 

350 

381 

1.14 

1.08 

.06- 


.800 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

16 

6250 

3583 

.57 

.58 

.01 + 


1.610 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

IS. 4 

5.79 

5 

1250 

1513 

1.18 

1.21 

.03+ 

s 

1.800 

.820 

UNIV. MOON. INDS. 

P 

.26 

41 

23980 

19732 

.82 

.83 

.01+ 


1.410 

.690 

JOR . INDS . RESOURCES 

10.1 

13.33 

15 

7050 

5241 

.73 

.75 

.02+ 


.960 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

16.5 

0.00 

6 

6375 

5736 

.90 

.90 

- 

+ 

1.900 

1.340 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

46.1 

0.00 

21 

28300 

36936 

1.35 

1:31 

.04- 


1.260 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.6 

0.00 

11 

20000 

23840 

1.16 

1.20 

.04+ 


1.200 

.860 

UNION CH. £ VBC. 

46.4 

0.00 

12 

63250 

63260 

1.00 

1.02 

.02+ 


.810 

.690 

JORDAN STEEL 

31.2 

7.25 

6 

6600 

4570 

.69 

.69 

- 


.840 

.570 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.5 

16.39 

2 

1000 

610 

.64 

.61 

.03- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110.54 *CHG: 

+0.76 

299 

418557 

880398 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 166.63 *CHC: 

+0.49 

455 

556414 

1504103 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR WEDENSDAY 04/02/199B 




N 

J -050 

.990 

EXPORT £ FIN.BNK.7SZ 

E 

0-00 

3 

4700 

3525 

1.00 

1.00 

_ 


.810 

.340 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

9.9 

0.00 

2 

1000 

370 

.37 

.37 

_ 


.800 

.660 

UNION INV. SOX 

g 

0.00 

2 

2700 

540 

.70 

.70 

_ 


.570 

.360 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

41 

286397 

163244 

-56 

.59 

.03+ 


.500 

.270 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

31.1 

0.00 

6 

10000 

2700 

.28 

.27 

.01- 


.750 

.380 

NATL . MULT - ENG . NAM ICO 

9 

0.00 

49 

129650 

50722 

.40 

.39 

.01- 

fN 

1.200 

.890 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

14.8 

0.00 

16 

14800 

18096 

1.17 

1.23 

.06+ 


1.500 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

0.00 

4 

189 

207 

1.36 

1.36 

_ 


.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARM. 

E 

0.00 

3 

1800 

1278 

.71 

.71 

- 


.470 

.240 

INDS. ENG. 

9 

0.00 

3 

1150 

312 

.28 

.28 

_ 

N 

.950 

.560 

ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 

E 

0.00 

18 

11200 

6272 

.57 

.56 

.01- 


.820 

.490 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

6 

5250 

.2853 

.53 

.55 

.02 + 

*N 

.950 

.660 

OPTICAL* HEARING 75* 

B 

0.00 

1 

50 

19 

.66 

.63 

.03- 

N 

1.310 

1.000 

NUTHIDAR 

B 

0.00 

10 

3005 

3285 

1. 10 

1.09 

.01- 

GRAND TOTAL 





164 

471891 

253423 





New 12 month h high 
New 12 months low 

Stock dividend during the pant 12 months 
Listed during the past 12 months 
P/E ratio is 100 or more 

Negative P/E y 

Earning is sero or M/A Cor the most recant 'year 




HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5. 1998 
By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 io April 19) You can’t stand it when 
people beat around the bush. Today, all you’ll have to do is 
ask! If you seem to be getting contradictory answers, don’t 
back off. Just point that out and keep after it until you get the 
whole story. This could be very entertaining. 

TAURUS: ( April 20 to May 20) Your boss or an older per- 
son is in a generous mood. Watch out for one who wants to 
pay you with advice instead of cash, though. Don’t take any 
IOIIs. Meanwhile, value your sweetheart's advice highly. 
He or she can see something you’re missing. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21.1 Ask a Libra friend out to 
dinner. If you don’t have one. just ask the most attractive 
person you know. The combination with your sign and Libra 
is very complimentary. With your hyperactivity, you can 
both burn off those extra calories. Get out there and play! 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) Information from a private 
source might not be right. The person who's passing along 
the gossip got it from somebody else, and you know how 
Lhose things go. You're pretty good at dishing innuendoes 
yourself. So don't pass along any information you're not 
certain about. And don’t pay much attention to anything you 
hear, either. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) If you don’t have a marvellous 
rime today, it’s your own fault. Everyone you know will be 
enjoying themselves. It's an excellent day for group activi- 
ties and meetings. Keep people focused on the subject at 
hand. Even big changes will be easy with the conditions that 
are in effect right now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’ll have to stay 
on your toes to keep ahead of the action today. Instead of 
getting frustrated, offer some guidance. You can figure out 
what the objective is, and the best route to get there. In other 
words, you're the navigator. Don't just sit there and be a 
passenger in life today. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22 1 You may have to go 
farther than you expected to get what you want If it’s not 
available in the local stores, uy checking the catalogues. 
Actually, it may not even have been invented yeL Not to 
worry. Tilings are changing so fast that it’ll probably be here 
soon. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 j If you don’t have 
any investments, it's time you got some. Things are chang- 
ing ail around you. That's all the more reason to think about 
your security. Focus on long-term goals today. Otherwise, 
you’re liable to spend everything you've got on something 
you want now. Resist the temptation. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) You’re in 
for a very interesting day. Your competition has the advan- 
tage. Instead of getting into a fight you can’t win. go into the 
situation with hat in hand. If you take this stance in a con- 
frontational situation, you'll learn something valuable and 
make a good impression on the other person. 

‘ CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Somebody’s 
crying to talk your ear off. He or she wants to sell you some- 
thing. There’s only one thing to keep in mind. If this item is 
going to bring you more money, it's good. If it’s going to 
cost you more money, it's bad. Make that clear and you’ll, 
shorten the conversation considerabley. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You're attractive 
to a person whom you find attractive. The two of you might 
be able to get together for lunch or dinner. The conversation 
you get into could have interesting side effects. Something 
that starts out as a friendship could easily develop into more. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There is change in the 
air. You're lucky, forceful and dynamic. You're also good- 
looking. So what have you got to wony about? Absolutely 
nothing! Make your life into what you’ve always wanted it 
to be. Toss out the whatever doesn’t work and get on to 
whatever does. You know which is which. 


V. 


Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Wiliams 


ACROSS 

1 Bit of info 

6 Race of a 
gauge 

10 Gentle creature 

14 Bring joy 

15 Singer Guthrie 

16 Shetterward 

17 Jack Barry’s 
game show 

19 Pre-owned 

20 Had a bite 

21 Swindles 

22 Legs of lamb 

24 Chicago team 

25 Heart Ol the 
matter 

26 John Jacob 
and Mary 

29 Interpret 

33 Full of froth 

34 Attenuated 

35 Comic Faxx 

36 Soprano Te 

Kanawa 

37 Crosses 
shallows 

38 Woe is me! - 

39 Idle of Monty 
Python 

40 Spanish cheers 

41 Relative size 

42 Long-time 
Dolphins coach 

44 Stevenson's Dr. 

45 Old sailors 

46 O.C. insiders 

47 Piles of stones 

50 Lively dance 

51 Obtained 

54 Indians of New 
Mexico 

55 Please 
enormously 

58 Resting on 

59 Top point 

60 The Kid* 

61 Howard and 
Wood 

62 Agents, briefly 

63 Smith and 
Jackson 

DOWN 

1 vu 

2 Plenty 

3 Appropriate 

4 Shoshone 
Indian 

5 Hottest planet 


1 

2 

3 

4 

9 

1 

6 

7 

8 

8 

1 

15“ 

11 

12 

IS 

14 





19 




18 




17 





16 





16 




20 



■ 

21 




■ 

2 i 

23 






24 




■ 

29 





36 

27 

26 




■ 

73 





30 

31 

32 

33 





■ 

34 




1 

36 




36 




1 

37 





as 




33 




40 




■ 

41 





42 








■ 

44 







45 




■ 






+7 

46 

43 




■ 

SO 




■ 

51 

52 

58 

54 




1 

» 

56 





S7 




56 




96 




1 

GO 





61 



- 

B2 







63 

LJ 





La Jolla, CA 

6 Morning events 

7 Garden dandy 

8 Completely 

9 Room and 
board 

10 Sitcom 
sweeteners 

11 Besides 

12 Come together 

IS Garden plots 
18 Boohoos 

23 Part ofTGIF 

24 ■Shoe" and 
'Peanuts* 

25 Little takes 

26 Requested 

27 Agnew, the 
veep 

28 City on the Po 

29 Chick of Jazz 

30 Cutoff-man's 
function 

31 Moe of poRtics 

32 Brief Ford 
model 

34 Sprawls lazily 

37 General 
classification 

41 'Magraxi P,|.‘ 
star 


Tuesday's Puzzle solved. 



(QlM IfenlMb StnM* fat 


43 -Star Wars* 
pilot Sob 

44 -She's Gota 
Way" singer 

46 Lap dogs, for 
short 

47 Former 
Russian ruler 

48 Car 


49 Aware of 

50 Can. cops 

51 Essence 

52 In the past 

53 Ring decisions. 
In brief 

56CKB 
57 Entertainer 
Z&efora 


Peanuts 


W, THE 5N0U1 15 COMING 
DOLOSI HEAVIER THAN EVER.. 


WHAT UIE NEEP 
15 SOMEONE TO 
60 OUT TO THE 
MAILBOX... 




!Andy Capp 


01966 KbH LTD 

<SHORT^\ 

HE WANTED ) 

TO ©O’ TOO ) 

, «rT/ 

si 


"'•whwwwwk 

NIGHT OUT WITH ) 

MPjr — y 

Mm bJ 
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li M^m 



Mutfn’Jeff 




HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc. 


ARIES: (’March 21 w April 19) Handle business this morn- 
ing. This evening, you’re going to want to relax at home. A 
nice meal, good music and perhaps a soak in the hoi mb will 
make this a memorable Friday nighL If your sweetheart has 
other plans. let him or her go without you. An occasional 
absence does make the heart grow fonder. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You're able to learn more 
quickly than usual. Information just slicks to your brain. So 
study something your boss or professor has been trying to 
teach you. A loved one can help. He or she may not have 
complete mastery of die subject yet. but the insights will be 
priceless. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) It’s a good afternoon to go 
shopping, if you can find the energy. It looks like you'd 
rather just take off early on your weekend jaunL. That could 
prove more expensive than you’d planned. Better check on 
your motel reservations and other little details. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 2 1) It looks like you could pull 
off the deal of the century if you got insider information and 
tried something unusual. You might be able to wrangle an 
unconventional loan. If you don’t have somebody helping 
you with a real estate deal, start investigating one. He or she 
will most likely be a Libra. 1 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your luck changes for the 
worse as your day progresses. There's a whole lot to do. 
Scan over your lists first thing this morning. Sort out those 
little pieces of paper in your pockets, too. A couple hours 
spent getting organised this morning could really save your 
bacon later in the day. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Conditions are hec- 
tic this morning, but you’ll get the most creative work done 
then. Meet with friends later in the day. A party would be a 
good way to relax and renew your energy. In fact, it’s a good 
weekend to parry, from tongiht clear through Sunday. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is easy, but 
don’t get lazy. You’re going to have to perform up to the 
standards you've already set for yourself. Better check your 
calendar again. If you miss this meeting, you’ll be in trou- 
ble. It looks like there might be quite a bit of money 
involved. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 1 Conditions for 
travel look excellent through Sunday. How long has it been 
since you and your sweetheart had a romantic cruise? If you 
can’t afford the Princess line, a sailboat will do. If you can’t 
even manage a rowboat, don't let that stop you. There’s 
some sort of cruising you can do this weekend. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) You and 
your partner had better have a meeting this morning. You're 
going to have to shell out some money later in the day. so 
you need to agree on priorities. If either of you spends the 
money without the other’s approval, it could make the mutu- 
al purchase impossible. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) If you push 
yourself hand this morning, you might get out early. It'll def- 
initely be worth the effort. You work harder than three or 
four people most of the time, so why not allow yourself to 
relax harder than three or four people as well? Go for it. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You'd like to 
spend the whole day in fascinating conversation. Instead, 
you’re going to have to take care of business. Consider the 
possibilities and make the best decision. It won’t be easy, 
but it could bring you fame as well as fortune. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) This weekend you’ll 
be even more romantic than usual. If you don’t have a 
sweetheart, consider somebody you’ve always thought of as 
a good friend. There might be a difference in your ages, but 
that's OK. It’s the level of communication that counts. 




Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



‘My mom wants to move in with us 
so she can monitor what I see 
on the Internet.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Honri Arnold and Mto ArgWon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one totter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


CoHw, tea ormlK? 


VORAB 

□e 


®wr Hfcuni iu SwrtCM. me. 
<V lip* tame* 


BLEER 

n 


WAHELi 

n 


J 




FARREY | 




THIS 15 IN- 
CL-UPEP .IN THE 
COST OF A 

ticket: 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


hm: cm “ mm ” 


Vbstarday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Ajmbles: UPPER CABLE IODINE GENTLE 
Answer what the carpet maker ended up with — 

A NICE PILE 
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Busines s & Finance 

Merchants: Cairo pressuring 
against trade with Israel 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, February 5-6, 1998 


From the Jerusalem Post 

EXPORTS TO Egypt 
declined last year “due 
10 signals from the 
Egyptian government” 
and the imposition of 
various barriers, the 
Federation of Chambers 
of Commerce has said. 

“There wasn't a single 
trade delegation from 
Egypt last year.” and 
there were very few vis- 
its from businessmen, 
said Mandy Barak, head 
of the federation's 
international depart- 
ment. 

Egyptian ambassador 
Mohammed Bassiouny 
said that bilateral trade 
stagnated in 1997 due to 
the political atmosphere, 
after years in which 
trade volume doubled 
annually. 

jn 1 097. exports to 
Egypt dropped 5.3 per 
cent to 5o4.S2 million, 
while imports from 
Egypt totalled $30.4 
mlfhon. an increase of 
21.3 percent. Mr. Barak 
said, noting that some 
imports, especially food 
products, are actually 
destined for Palestinian 
Authority ureas. 

Economic relations 


with Egypt began stat!- 
naimg atlcr the arrest tor 
espionage in late 1996 
or Israeli textile worker 
Azzam Az/am, and the 
detention in Cairo Iasi 
summer ut Israeli busi- 
nesswoman Dvcira 

^nani. Mr. Barak said. 

‘here are people who 
arc afraid to go there to 
make new contacts and 
deals.” he added. 

According to Mr. 
Barak, tHe Ecvpiian 
government Us ueii an 
order that importers 
must show documents 
proving lhai Israeli 
products are not pro- 
duced in the territories 
or the Golan Heights. 

This scared many 
importers, anil is yet 
another harrier ' to 
trade.” lie said. 

Mr. Ba.ssiouny denied 
his government’ is doing 
anything to discourage 
business with Israel, fie 
said all Israelis are wel- 
come to do business in 
Egypt, “as long as they 
respect the lawT” 

Trade expansion has 
stopped “because there 
is a stalemate in the 
peace process.” he said. 
"The private sector is 
aliected hv the political 


situation and the peace 
process.” 

“There is a big differ- 
ence between peace and 
the 1 mils of peace.” Mr. 
Bitssiouny said. "When 
Egypt made peace with 
Israel, we did not aim at 
a separate peace. It was 
the first step at a com- 
prehensive peace. Eco- 
nomic relations will be 
much better under the 
umbrella of comprehen- 
sive peace.” 

Mr. Bassiouny said 
cooperation in agricul- 
ture is going well, and 
Egypt is supplying 
Israel with around 20 
per cent of its crude oil. 

Trade w ith other Arab 
countries has also been 
declining. Mr. Barak 
said, with exports to 
Tunisia dropping XS per 
cent in 1997, from $3 
million to less than 
.$500,000, and lu Moroc- 
co by 21.9 per cent to 
$4.8 million. Data about 
trade with states that 
have no forma I lies with 
Israel, including Saudi 
Arabia and Lebanon, is 
not released, so as to 
protect business with 
those countries. 


The Business of information 


Currencies & 


Prices as at 4/02/98 1 8:43 


FRF 



USD 


GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

ITL 

US Dollar 

B 

1.8074 

0.6053 

1M6B 

123.93 

1.4468 

1784.90 

DE Mark 


. 

0.3345 

0.8062 


0.8000 

986.90 

GB Sterling 

1.6522 

2.9872 


2.4082 

204.92 

2.3904 

2960.26 

CH Franc 

0.6864 

123.96 

0.4146 

- 

85.07 

0.9920 

1223.71 

JP Yen 

0.0081 

1.4572 

0.4873 

1.1746 

. 

1.1659 

14.38 

CA Dollar 

0.6912 

1.2479 

04186 

1.0112 

1.17 


1231.91 

nr Lira 

0.0006 

1.0123 

0.3386 

0.0816 

1441.13 

0.B10O 

. 

NL Guilder 
FR Franc 

0.4907 

0.1660 

88.70 

0.2983 

0.2967 

0.0998 

71.62 

24.0447 

60.82 

20.45 

0.709B 

0.2387 

875.64 

33.62 


11.41 3.3913 

2.9714 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Rlyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 
Egyptian 



i BAH 1 

OAT 


3.6410 


5.1354 


0.97 

- 

9.66 

1.0301 

- 

1.2346 

11.92 

0.1026 

0.9913 

0.2465 

2.3813 

0.1110 

1.0720 




AED 

LBP 

EGP 

3.6728 

1529.00 

3.3966 

5.1803 

2156.56 

4.7905 

0.96 

407.68 

0.9056 

3.74 

4056.03 

9.0099 

1.01 

419.94 

0.9328 

12.03 

5007.37 

0.9328 

- 

416.30 

0.9248 

2.4021 

- 

2.2214 

1.0814 

450.17 




Energy 


Last 


4. 

6. 

4.: 

159.00 [ 160.00 


Gold (OZ'S) 298 4 298.9 

Sliver (OZ’S) 6.98 7.02 

Platinum (oz’s) 391.6 393.5 

AL (3 Months) 1616 1518 

CU (3 Months) 1710 1715 

Zinc (3 Months) 1102 1103 

Lead (3 Months) 532 534 

Nl (3 Months) 5410 5430 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa (Sfton) 
Sugar (S/ton) 
Wheat (S/ton) 
Soya (c/lbs) 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley ($/bsh) 
Rice (S/ton) 


Mid-East Currencies 


USD 


IESaE5iiai 


SA RJyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 



' CHF 

JPY 

0.38888 

0.39711 

4.77565 

3.86847 

2.7371 

33.0863 
33.7861 
406.339 
329.164 
233.069 ; 


USD 6.63 
GBP 7.38 
JPY 0.43 
DEM 3.19 
FRF 3.42 
CHF 0.95 
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Months 


6.57 

7.26 

0.60 

3.44 
3.62 
1.28 

5.44 



Delivery 


Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 


US DoDar j 

0.708 

0.710 ! 

GB Startling , 

1.1816 

1.1673 

DE Mark 

0.3893 

0.3912 

CH Franc 

0.4819 

0.4843 

FR Franc 

0.1161 

0.1167 

JP Yen 

0.6634 

0.66 52 

NL Guilder 

0.3463 

0.347 

ITUra 

0.3942 

0.3962 


Second biggest Adaileh reveals output, sales 
Islamic bank reports figures of Rashidiyeh cement 

hiQrTlF^T' 1 QQ7 TlTPl'Plt'C AMMAN iPciru) — The the factory amounted to Mr. Adaileh highligh 

1*1^1*^* F y y / Rjxhidieh cement factory 96&.000 tonnes last year. the factory's conmbutioi 






DUBAI (AFP) - The 
world’s second biggest 
Islamic bank has reported 
an increase of around 12 
per cent in nel profits in 
1997 due rt* an upturn in 
investment and other oper- 
ations. 

Net profits by the Dubai 
Islamic Bank (DIB) Mood 
ai 63 million dirhams 
($17.16 million 1 in 1997 
compared with 56.3 million 
dirhams ($15.34 million) in 
1996, the bank's balance 
sheet showed. 

Operating income grew 
by live per cent 10 to 505 
million dirhams ($137.6 
millium from 481 million 
dirhams ($131 million), ac- 
cording to the balance 
sheet, which is to be 
endorsed by DIB's general 
tisscmhly. 

it showed a growth of 
around 19 per cent in assets 
to 8.4 billion dirhams 
($2.28 billion) In mi 7.1 bil- 
lion dirhams ($1.93 bil- 
lion). 

Customer deposits also 
jumped by nearly IS per 
cent to 7.57 billion dirhams 
($2.00 billion) from 6.57 
billion dirhams iS 1 -73 bil- 
lion ). 

The report showed must 
of (he profits came limn 
internal and foreign invest- 
ments as well as Murahaha. 
which involves tradinu in 1 


Asia crisis 

hits Oracle 

sales 

growth, 

freezes 

investment 

DAVOS, Switzerland 
(AFP) — Oracle Chair- 
man Larry Ellison has 
warned that the finan- 
cial crisis in Asia had 
halted his firm’s sales 
growth in the region. 

"It is very disappoint- 
ing to see thut a region 
of the world that was 
generating 50 per cent 
growth (per year) has 
gone to almost zero 
growth so quickly," Mr. 
Ellison told a briefing 
at the World Economic 
Forum here. 

Asia accounted for 15 
per cent of the software 
giant’s revenues which 
amounted to $5.6 bil- 
lion in fiscal 1997 end- 
ing May 31. 

The problem was 
apparent region-wide. 
Growth in Japan was 
“okay” but the firm was 
being hit twice, by the 
softness of the econo- 
my and the weakness of 
1 he yen as translated 
back into U.S. dollars. 

“If we were reporting 
in deutsche marks, our 
growth would be a lot 
1'uNlcr,” he said. 

Staff expansion in the 
region had stopped and 
new investments in the 
region would be frozen 
until conditions justi- 
fied it. Mr. Ellison said. 


real estate, cars, equipment 
and other materials in line 
with Islamic law. 

DIB. owned by private 
investors, was the top 
Islamic bank in the world 
before Abu Dhabi approved 
last year the creation of the 
biggest bank of its kind 
with a paid-up capital of 
one billion dirhams ($272,4 
million). 

DIB's capital stood at 497 
million dirhams ($135.4 
million) at the end of 1997 
following a series of 
increases by the sharehold- 
ers. 

D1 B was among creditors 
who were affected by the 
1991 collapse of the Abu 
Dhabi-com rolled Bank of 
Credit and Commerce 
International os it had an 
interest-free deposit of 
around $81.7 million with 
the bank. 

Islamic banks do not deal 
in interest on the grounds it 
is profibited in Islam as 
usury. They invest mainly 
in interest-free enterprises 
and charge a percentage of 
the profits from the projects 
thev finance. 


AMMAN I Petra) — The 
Rushidich cement factory 
has produced 1 ,740.000 
tonnes of clinker, which 
constitute 95 per cent of the 
cement components, while 
it has produced 1.8SL00U 
tonnes of ihe high specifi- 
cations Portland cement, 
according to the factory 
director, Mohammad Ad- 
aileh. 

He noted that the local 
consumption of the Port- 
land cement produced by 


the factory amounted to 

966.000 tonnes last year. 
Mr. Adaileh added that 

900.000 tonnes have been 
exported to the Syrian, 
Palestinian and South East 
Asian markets, including 

357.000 tonnes to Syria. 

A roud of 1,29 S employ- 
ees, including administra- 
tive and support staff are 
working in the factory. 
Nearly 70 per cent of them 
are from the local commu- 
nity of Tafilch. 


Mr. Adaileh highlighted 
the factory's contribution to 
the local community devel- 
opment, saving ihat the fac- 
tory last year provided 
JD45.000 worth of assis- 
tance to the Tailleh Gover- 
nors te and JD 7,000 to the 
other govemorates in the 
southern region, in addition 
to construction of agricul- 
tural and main roads in 
Tafileh, as well as the other 
southern govemorates. 


Samsung Group to cut overseas 
production by up to 40 per cent 


SEOUL (AFPj — South 
Korea’s leading Samsung 
Group will cut its overseas 
production by up to 40 per 
cent this year under pressure 
10 douasize its bulky opera- 
tions and reduce heavy bor- 
rowing, officials have said. 

“New group guidelines 
have been adopted to cut the 
operational ratio of our 
overseas plants by up to 40 
per cent,” a group spokes- 
man told AFP. 


Samsung, which estimates 
its total 1997 sales at $93 
billion , including S39 bil- 
lion overseas, has been 
under pressure to speed up 
downsizing. 

h is blamed, as are other 
giant South Korean con- 
glomerates. for the exces- 
sive borrowing for expan- 
sion that fuelled the current 
financial crisis. 

"Our overseas operations 
cannot be exempt from the 


pain of downsizing efforts 
as we face a deep recession 
here and throughout .Asia." 
the spokesman said. He did 
not specify regional produc- 
tion cuts. 

Samsung, one of the 
world’s largest microchip 
producers and the country’s 
biggest conglomerate in 
terms of sales, called for a 
“readjustment of production 
sites and reeional rationali- 


"Next time a man says his word 
is as good as his bond, take his bond" 

The US Dollar 

International Wealth Management Bond 

$ 

9% per annum 

GUARANTEED 

$ 

Monthly or Annual income 
$ 

Interest Compounded Annually 
$ 

5 Year Term Deposit 
=53.86% 

TOTAL GUARANTEED RETURN ON INVESTMENT 

$ 

No Hidden Charges 
$ 

Minimum Investment US$10,000 

No Maximum 
$ 

Standard & Poor's "AAA" Rated Collateral 

$ 

Tax Free Growth 
$ 

Confidentiality 

$ 

Custodian Held Assets (Bank of New York) 

$ 

Security of Capital 
$ 

"Making your money grow just doesn't get any simpler than this" 


For further information on this and other International Investment Products please contact: 
Financial Management Associates (International) Ltd. 

P 0 Box 1445, Nicosia 1508, Cyprus, Tel: +357 2 355331 Fax: +357 2 351965, e mail fmai@spidernet.com.cy 

FMA (International) Ltd is regulated by tne Central Bank of Cyprus. A member of ihe Association of Cyprus Offshore financial Services Companies 
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DA.TANI Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold. 
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Area: 200 sq.m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 

Estate 

Tel.: 5920605 / 
5920609 
Fax: 5932605 


STUDIO HB1S 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 

at our shop and get 

- JUMBO pholo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30cm . 
iShmefeanl ■ Opposite 
GrincSays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


CROWN HOTEL 

indoor heated 
SWIMMING 

SAUNA. VsGpv 
JACUZZI Yfff If i 

& MASSAGE {TL: 
FITNESS 

ROOM am 

TENNIS & 1 

SQUASH T J 

COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 


Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


SANABEL 


Sweiftyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Ttt. 864230 - 865167 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 


TO 

ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


1 


5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311 - 5699634 
EXT. 42 





























































io Sports 


COUNTDOWN TO NAGANO GAMES 


Record TV 


Asian drug buster targets Olympics 


NAGANO (AFP) — The Japanese 
drug buster who nailed 11 athletes, 
including seven Chinese swimmers, at 
the 1994 Asian Games in Hiroshima 
has been put in charge of the doping 
control laboratory at the Winter 
Olympics. 

Dr Makoto Ueki, who recalls the 
guilty parties with near relish, heads a 
team of 32 people who will screen 
drug samples from 550 athletes during 
the Games which start on Saturday. 

“At the Asian Games we had 1 1 pos- 
itive cases — seven world class swim- 
mers and four others including a 
cyclist and a track and field athlete,"’ 
said Dr Ueki on Wednesday, at the 
International Olympic Commirtee 
HOC) approved laboratory within the 
Nagano Public Health Centre. 

Although there were no positive 


tests resulting in bans at the 1992 
Winter Olympics in Albertville or two 
years later in Lillehammer, Dr Ueki 
was reluctant to predict a drug-free 
Nagano Games. 

“It is not for me to try and predict the 
number of cases we will have here — 
in the previous Winter Games we have 
only had one or two small cases,” he 
said. 

All the medallists, plus one athlete 
chosen at random, will be tested dur- 
ing the 16-days of competition while 
four players will be chosen to give 
urine samples after every match of the 
high-profile ice hockey event. 

While the detection of erythropoietin 
fEPO). which has replaced blood dop- 
ing as a way of boosting red cells, and 
growth hormones is still virtually 
impossible. Ueki said that the mysteri- 


ous Bromantan could be spotted. 

Bromantan. which is little known 
outside Russia, first showed up in tests 
during the 1996 Atlanta Olympics but 
the offenders were later cleared as the 
empowering effects of the drug were 
unclear. 

“It is not known outside Russia 
therefore it is hard to detect," said 
Ueki. “But we have developed a 
method to detect it which we will be 
using here.” 

Professor Don Catlin. a member of 
the IOC drug commission, added that 
testers doubted that Bromantan would 
show up in Nagano. 

“True, we don’t know much about it 
— maybe it’s a stimulant — but we 
can detect it As soon as there is a test 
for a drug it goes away.” he said. 


audience 
for Winter 
Games 


Ski jumpers in last challenge before Games 


SAPPORO C AFP) — 
Olympic medal hopefuls 
from Japan and Europe 
are to contest the last 
World Cup ski jump 
event here on Thursday 
before the Nagano 
Winter Games starting 
this weekend. 

A total of 71 jumpers 
from 14 countries are 
scheduled to take part in 
the one day large hill 
event, a litmus test of the 
biggest ever Winter 
Games, which begins on 
Saturday in the central 
Japanese city of Nagano. 

Japan fields all eight 
Olympic members at the 
Sapporo event, including 
World Cup leader 
Kazuyoshi Funaki and 
last year’s world champi- 
on Masahiko Harada. 

“Conditions are not bad 
at all.” said Funaki. who 
has so far won four 
events this season, 
including the prestigious 
Four Hill title. 

“I want to keep the lead, 
(in the World Cup stand- 
ings), and I hope to gain 
momentum ahead of the 
Olympics,” the 22-year- 
old new Japanese hero 
said. 

Harada, who produced 
a record 140.5 metre leap 
in Sunday’s domestic 
competition here, is also 
among pre-event 

favourites. 


Ski ace Seizinger 
critical of Nagano 


BONN (AFP) — German ski ace Katja Seizinger has 
launched an attack on the International Olympic 
Committee for choosing Nagano as the venue for the 
Winter Olympics. 

Seizinger said the Games, which open this weekend, will 
be “a lottery” in many events, and accused IOC members 
of using accommodation that should have been allocated to 
alpine skiiens. 

“All the test events held in Nagano were failures,” said 
the oustpoken skiier. ‘The ice on the bobsleigh and luge 
tracks and the snow for the alpine and nordic skiing events 
changes all the time depending on die climate and some 
events will be a lottery," she said in an interview with the 
SID news agency. 

“I don't think that Nagano was a good choice.” 

Seizinger was particularly critical of the lodgings for the 
alpine skiiers in the Olympic village. 

“We have asked to be moved to accommodation in 
Hakuba, which is much closer to the course.” she said. 
“But that accommodation has been reserved for members 
of the IOC. 

“Even though IOC president Juan Antonio Samaranch 
will spend maybe one day at Hakuba, he has taken accom- 
modation for three weeks.” • 


“Preparations have 
been made pretty well,” 
the Japanese team leader 
said after official prac- 
tice. 

“I will try hard. I don't 
think I will disappoint 
Japanese fans.” said 

Harada wearing his 


trademark of big smile. 

Their European rivals 
are stopping by here 
before rushing to Nagano 
some 750 kilometers 
south of Sapporo, where 
Japan hosted its first 
winter games in 1972. 

Dieter Thoma, runner- 


up in this year's World 
Cup standings, leads the 
German ski jump team. 
Thoma won the Sapporo 
event a year ago with a 
record leap. 

Three-time world 

champion Andreas 

Goldberger of Austria, 
who was allowed to enter 
Japan Tuesday despite 
his cocaine-use record, 
also attends the event 
before moving to 
Nagano. 

“I’m glad that I could 
come to Japan,” the 
Austrian ski jumper said 
after submitting a written 
pledge to abide by strict 
anti-drug laws during his 
stay. 

Goldberger admitted on 
Austrian television last 
April that he had .tried 
cocaine at a Vienna disco 
a year earlier, and was' 
banned from competition 
for s'tx months by 
Austria's ski federation. 

He also paid a court- 
ordered fine of 180,000 
schillings ($14,000) last 
September. 


NAGANO (AFP) — A 
record 160 countries will 
tune in to the Nagano 
Winter Games, which open 
Saturday, compared to the 
120 which tuned into 
Lillehammer four years 
ago. 

“The true test of interest 
in any event is the broad- 
cast coverage. The number 
of countries broadcasting 
images of Nagano con- 
firms that the Winter 
Games are no longer the 
supporting act for the 
Summer Games.” said IOC 
Vice President Dick Pound 

For the first time, the 
Winter Games will be 
widely followed across 
Africa, as well as Central 
and South America, while 
Australians will see live 
coverage for the first time 
Down Under. 

In Japan, total coverage 
of the two-week event will 
at 233 hours treble that of 
Lillehammer, while despite 
an eight-hour time differ- 
ence, sports-mad early 
birds in France can enjoy 
235 hours of action, twice 
that of 1994. 

The Olympic Movement 
has generated $513 milli on 
dollars in broadcast rights 
fees for the tournament, up 
from $353 million at 
Lillehammer. 

On Monday, 

International Olympic 

Co mmi ttee president Juan 
Antonio Samaranch insist- 
ed that the enormous media 
presence and the fact that 
U.S. network NBC have 
paid nearly $5 billion for 
the U.S. rights to show 
Games up until 2008 would • 
ndtr&e the Gatoies sell' Out 
to commercial interests. 

He said the resulting rev- 
enue, allowed the IOC to 
subsidize its activities, 
while bringing the Gaines 
to so many countries 
underpinned the universali- 
ty of the Olympic ideal. 


No early elimination for 2006 bidders 


NAGANO (APT 3 ) — Six European cities 
attempting to win the 2006 Winter 
Olympics will be able to battle right to the 
bitter end. 

The International Olympic Committee on 
Wednesday dropped the selection policy 
used for the 2002 Winter Games and 2004 
Summer Games whereby the original field 
of candidates was cut. 

Five of nine bidders for rhe 2002 Games, 
eventually won by Salt Lake City, were 
eliminated by an electoral panel, and six of 
the 1 1 bidders for the 2004 Games Athens 
won were early casualties. 


However IOC director general Francois 
Canard warned the decision to let the six 
remain right tipto the final vote was a one- 
off, and the elimination round would be 
used for the 2008 Summer Olympic deci- 
sion. 

The candidates for 2006 are Sion, 
Switzerland; Poprad-Tatry, Slovakia; 
Zakopane, Poland; the Turin region of Italy; 
Helsinki, in a bid linked with Lillehammer, 
and Klagenfurt, Austria, in a three-country 
bid with Slovenia and Italy. 

The IOC will decide who gets the 2006 
Winter Games in September, 1999. 


English bid for World 
Cup ‘has no chance’ 
— Beckenbauer 


Wolves, Sheffield United march on 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Wolves finally secured a 
trip to Premiership 
Wimbledon in the last 16 of 
the FA Cup when they 
scored a 3-0 victory over 
fellow first division 
Charlton in Tuesday night’s 
replay. 

Skipper Keith Curie con- 
verted a 29tb-minute penal- 
ty — awarded when goal- 
keeper Andy Petterson 
brought down Dougie 
Freedman following a weak 
backpass by Mark Kinsella. 

Lee Naylor, aged just 17 
and making only his third 
start for the club, headed 
home from a Don Goodman 


cross three minutes into the 
second-half. 

And Mixu Paatelainen 
netted after latching onto a 
cross from Freedman for the 
third goal in the 65th 
minute. 

It was a frustrating night 
for the Londoners. 

They had striker Mark 
Bright sent off after a clash 
with Wolves goalkeeper 
Mike Stowell and they lost 
midfielder Matty Holmes 
with a suspected broken leg 
after only five minutes fol- 
lowing a tackle by Wolves 
defender Kevin Muscat. 

Plucky Cardiff were 
unable to keep the third 


division flag flying when 
they lost a sudden-death 
penalty shoot-out at first 
division Reading, who now 
visit Sheffield United who 
saw off Ipswich 1-0 in their 
replay. 

North of the border Ross 
County substitute Derek 
Adams scored a dramatic 
last-gasp penalty to dump 
First Division Airdrie out of 
the Scottish Cup. 

Third Division County 
more than held their own 
throughout this third round 
replay and now qualify for a 
home tie with another First 
Division side in Dundee. 


MUNICH (AFP) — German football legend Franz 
Beckenbauer said Tuesday that England should bfe ordered 
by Europe’s governing body to drop their bid to host the 
2006 World Cup finals, allowing Germany to be the lone 
European candidate. 

Beckenbauer said at a sports trade fair here that UEFA 
should show “guts” and order English FA to drop out of the 
bidding process. 

“If things keep going as they, are a lot of time and money 
will go down the drain,” he said. “When two federations 
fight each other, a third one is sure to win out.” 

In this case, Beckenbauer fears South Africa might be 
given the right to host the 2006 tournament. 

“Both federations refuse to speak to each other and are 
sticking rigidly to their bids. This madness has to be arbi- 
trated soon," the Bayern Munich president demanded. 

The German Football Federation (DFB) claims that 
England’s Football Association, buoyed by the success of 
Euro ‘96 last year, broke a gentlemen's agreement to 
respect Germany as Europe’s sole claimant for the 2006 
finals. The DFB was stunned when England announced a 
rival bid last year, splitting the European lobby. According 
to Beckenbauer. UEFA supports Germany and ought to 
show its colours on the issue. 

‘TJEFA should end the whole matter with a joint discus- 
sion — if it has the guts. United forces are better,” he said. 
“It is crazy for the English to keep on with their bid, but 
their campaigning is very aggressive. We have to make 
clear to the English that they have no chance. The infra- 
structure is right in Germany and economically there are no 
problems.” 

All that is needed, Beckenbauer says, is fresh impetus to 
modernise the country's stadia. 
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u& cross country skiers L-R Justin Wadsworth, Patrick Weaver and MarcusNash 
pass a Nagano Olympic sign at the Nordic skiing stadium in Hakuba February 4. The 
first Olympic cross country event is to be held on February 8, one day after 'the offi- 
cial opening ceremony of the XVm Olympic Winter Games (Reuters photo) 
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Daehlie out to rewrite history 


PARIS (AFP) — He won three golds in 
Albertville in 1992, bagged two more 
in Lillehammer four years ago and 
added a golden hat-trick at the world 
championships at Trondheim. And next 
month in Nagano, Norwegian cross- 
country king Bjorn Daehlie can become 
the greatest winter Olympian of all 
time. 

Daehlie, 30. has swept all before him 
in a glittering career, winning a wel- 
ter of gold medals to establish himself 
as the finest ever proponent of his dis- 
cipline. 

Two triumphs in the Japanese Alps 
would lift him into the super stratos- 
phere of Olympic history as he would 
then surpass the six golds won by Lidya 
Skoblikova in speed skating and 
Lyubov Yegorova in Nordic skiing, 
Egorova’s successes coming alongside 
Daehlie's own in the last two Games. 

The statistics speak volumes of the 
Norwegian’s incredible appetite for 
success, undimmed by his brilliant 
showings at Albertville and 

Lillehammer. 

Distance, style, conditions — they are 
all no object for a true all-rounder, who 
scored those triumphs in the 15km free 
pursuit, the 50kra freestyle, the 10km 
classic and the relay. 

The deluge of success began at the 
1991 world championships, where 
1 Daehlie' ■'Vdn , the ,, 15ktii ‘freestyle, and 
he has long since surpassed the 30 
World Cup wins of legendary Swede 
Gunde Svan. winning a staggering 37 
World Cup races. 


He says the secret of his enduring 
success is simple — pure, hard work. 

“When I was young, what marked me 
out from other" youngsters was that I 
wanted to train and train and train, 
come summer or winter. Alone, at 
night, in the rain, whatever the condi- 
tions.” 

That iron will to win will stand 
Daehlie in good stead in Nagano, 
where the tracks are among the most 
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NAGANO PROFILES 


rigorous ever in a major event, with 
steep uphills and tough downhills. 

“In Lillehammer you could rest when 
going downhill. In Nagano you have to 
work as if you were going down an 
Alpine slope.” explains Daehlie, who is 
determined to see off Kazakh rival. 
Vladimir Smirnov, whom he twice 
forced to be content with silvers last 


time out. . i- 

Daehlie’s supreme fitness, coupled r’j • ' ; 
with his desire to push Norway to the . m 

top off the all-time medal standings : * 

ahead of the Soviet Union, should stand : “■ 

him in good stead next month for the - r- -.v 

most gruelling of competitions. r • v ’ u 

Watching him glide majestically ii-mt 

across the terrain, it appears barely ... ”... 
credible that, as a child, sledging. and 
later. sld-jumping were his first loves. Qforsi 

Norwegians’ will nexr month - doubt- ' — 

less give thanks — once again — that • .• s 
he eventually had a change of heart. : 7. ‘ ' 1 
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German pairs figure skater Mandy Woetzel practices without her partner logo 
Stener February 4 m Nagano. The pairs" chance for an Olympic medal may be in 
donbt due to an injury suffered by Steuer, which may be severe enough to kero them 
from the competing (Reuters photo) B v 


TEL: 079 33430 


PHILADELPHIA "1" A PHILADELPHIA "2 * 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 2 


TEL- 079 334J0 


GALLERIA 1 


HicHam Yarwxa 

TEL: 625155 


STARSHIP 

Pierce Bros nan as PINOCCfflO TROOPERS 

James Bond Shows: 12:30,3:30 • Shows: 3:00, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 

007...TOMORROW 

NEVER DIES THE PEACEMAKER GEORGE OF 

THE JUNGLE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, Shows; 6; i 5 . g:30, 10:30 

* 8:30, 10:30 A Shows: 12:00, 1:30, 5:00 j 


ABDOUN 


Adel Imam AYusra ... in 

RISALA ILAALWALI 


ABDOUN 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00.8:15, 10:30 


Adel Imam SYusra ... in SPEED 2 

RISALA ILA AL WALI Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 8:30, 10:30 


(ARABICl 


MR. BEAN 


Shows: 6:00. 8:15. 10:30 


HOME ALONE 3 

Shows: 12:30,3:30.6:30 


Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 
8:30. 10:30 


NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 


\ For reservations call: 610155. 025135 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Salt Lake opens arms to women 

NAGANO (AFP! — Salt Lake City Games orient 
have responded to International Olvmpic Committee 
President Juan Antonio Samaranch’s call for a women’s 
revolution in spun. The 2002 Winter Games organisers 
want to allow women to compete in ski jumping, bob- 
sleigh and doubles luge. “We are verv receptive to these 
questions being raised. We* II work with the international 
federations to discuss what addition sports mav be con- 
sidered lor 2002.' Salt Luke City organising committee 
president Frank Jokjik said Wednesday. The Olvmpic 
movement is determined to make its contribution so that 
the 2 1st century marks the beginning of a new era for 
women in world sport Samaranch said at Monday's 
ypenmg ceremony of the IOC Session. Women's hockey 
makes its debut at the Nagano Games. 

Greene sets new 60m record 

MADRID l AFPl — Maurice Greene of the United States 
set a new world indoor record for the men’s 60m here 
Tuesday when he clocked 6.39secs. Greene, who took the 
gold medal for the 100m at the World Championships in 
Athens last August, shaved two hundredths of a second 
off the previous best time set by fellow-American Andre 
Cason in February 1992. Greene equalled Cason’s record 
in Stuttgart on Sunday. In Tuesday’s race, Greene 
streaked home ahead of compatriot Jon Drumond (6.50) 
and Nigeria’s Davidson Ezinwa (6.57). 

United States to face Paraguay 

CHICAGO (AFP) — World Cup qualifiers the United 
States and Paraguay will meet in a friendly international 
in San Diego next month. The Americans. ’who will play 
in Group F in the World Cup in France, will face 
Paraguay, who will contest Group D, on March 14, the 
United States Soccer Federation said Tuesday. The match 
adds to a busy programme for the United States, who are 
currently playing in the CONCACAF Gold Cup tourna- 
ment, in which they beat Cuba 3-0 in their opener. They 
beat Sweden 1-0 in a tricndly game in Orlando on January 
24 and will also play World Cup qualifiers Holland on 
February 21 in Miami and Begium on February 25 in 
Brussels. 

Wednesday sign Pole on loan 

HAMBURG (AFP) — Sheffield Wednesday have signed 
Hamburg’s Polish ilefender Pavel Wojtala on loan until 
the end of the season, the German club said on Tuesday. 
Under the deal, English Premiership club Wednesday will 
pay Hamburg an initial fee of 150.000 German marks 
(583,000) plus an additional 50.000 marks for each 
appearance the 25-year-old makes. The Hillsborough club 
also have an option to buy Wojtala at the end of the sea- 
son. having agreed a fee of 2.2 million marks. WojtaJa, 
who signed for Hamburg from Polish club Widzew Lodz 
a year ago. made only 1 4 appearances in the Bundesliga. 

Third Georgian joins City 

MANCHESTER l.AFP) — Manchester City will soon 
have a third Georgian in their English First Division side 
after finally receiving a work permit to allow defender 
Kakhaber Tskhadadze to start his career in England. City 
beat English Premiership giants Liverpool to the signature 
of the giam centre-back and now plan to plunge him 
straight into their battle against relegation at Norwich on 
Saturday. City persuaded the Georgian captain to join 
them from Russian side Alania Vladikavkaz for £300,000 
pounds ($480.00(0 last month despite ah offer of an 
extended trial from Liverpool. Tskhadadze will join fel- 
low countrymen Georgi Kinkladze, who had a minor 
operation this week to clear up a mouth abscess, and for- 
mer Alania teammate Murtaz Shelia at Maine Road. 


Till strom 
upsets 
Pioline in 
Marseille 


MARSEILLE (AFP.) — 
Mikael Tillstrom of 
Sweden scored an upsei 
three-set victory over 
fifth-seeded Frenchman 
Cedric Pioline Tuesday 
in the first round of the 
$539,250 Marseille ATP 
Tour event. 

Tillstrom won 7-6 
(7/3), 3-6, 7-5 but three 
other seeded players, 
including top-seeded 
Russian Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov, advanced. 

Kafelnikov defeated 
Juan Albert V'tloca of 
Spain 6-4, 6-3, third 
seed Scrgi Bruguera of 
Spain downed his com- 
patriot Tomas Carbonell 
6-2, 4-6, 6-3 and No.8 
.seed Julian Alonso of 
Spain edged Frenchman 
Lionel Roux 6-7 (3/7). 
6-3, 6-3. 

Kafelnikov was play- 
ing his first tournament 
match since missing the 
Australian Open with a 
knee injury but was 
given few problems by 
Viloca. 

Pioline lost in the first 
round of the tournament 
for the second straight 
year, but paid tribute to 
Tillstrom. 

“He played a great 
match and his game was 
difficult to read.” said, 
the Frenchman. 


Jordan’s Davis Cup team 
leaves for Bangladesh Friday 


By Aleen Bannayun 
Jordan Twits Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Kingdom’s Davis Cup team 
leaves for Bangladesh Friday to compete in the 
prestigious tournament grouping countries from 
around the world. 

Jurdag will be playing in the Asia/Oceaniu 
Zone Group 4 which includes Oman, Bahrain, 
the United Arab Emirates, Iraq. Brunei, and hosts 
Bangladesh. 

Only the top two of die seven-team group will 
be promoted to Group 3. 

Jordan was relegated to Group 4 in 1995 and 
failed to gain promotion during the last two years 
after playing in groups 2 and 3 previously. 

The Davis Cup competition is played on a 
round-robin format with two singles and one 
doubles match for each team daily. 

Countries participating in the annual team tour- 
nament are classified into five groups with the 
world's top teams like the United States, France 
and Germany playing in the prestigious World 
Group. The other countries are divided into four 
regional groups. 

"We hope to be able to compeie with Iraq and 
Bangladesh for the top two qualifying spots. We 
have a good team,’’ Jordan Tennis Federation 
(JTF) Vice-President Tala! Maher told the Jordan 
Times. 

The team will be represented by top ranked 
brothers Faris and Laith Azzouni, Ahmad Ai 
Hadid, and Yazid Nuseirat. 

While 15-year-old Nuseirat will be making his 


Davis Cup debut. Fans and Hadid were part of 
the team last year, when Jordan could not attain 
an advanced standing playing against Brunei, 
Tajikistan, the UAE, Syria and Oman. Tajikistan 
and Syria eventually qualified 

“Having the experienced .Azzouni brothers has 
boosted our chances but had they been joined by 
Khaled Nafa’ who is absent for personal reasons 
this year, our chances would have multiplied.” 
Maher noted. 

Maher said the team had been training under 
the supervision of head coach Kacftem Hussein, 
formerly Iraq’s top ranked player, and Ahmad 
Oreibi since September but acknowledged the 
fact that players lacked serious match practice. 

“Friendly lies against other teams in Amman or 
abroad could not be arranged for a host of rea- 
sons. We would have preferred to have been bet- 
ter prepared but we are hoping for the best. We 
are hopeful w ith the rise of new, young talents in 
the country.” Maher added. 

During the past four years the JTF has been try- 
ing to "return the team to its previous Group 2 
ranking but has been unable to maintain a con- 
sistent and experienced lineup of players to be 
prepared aJJ-year round. 

The Davis Cup Zonal Group 3 and 4 includes 
59 nations divided as follows: 

• American Zone Group 3 (the top two pro- 
moted to Group 2 ) 

Aniigua/Borhuda, Puerto Rico, Bolivia. Costa 
Rica, El Salvador. Panama. Bermuda. Dominican 
Republic. 

• American Zone Group 4 (the top two pro- 


moted to Group 3 ) 

Barbados. Trinidad and Tobago. OECS, 
Honduras, U.S. Virgin Islands. St. Lucia, 
.Antilles. 

• Asia/Oce ania Zone Group 3 (the top two 
promoted to Group 2. the last two relegated to 
Group 4) 

Kazakhstan, Singapore. Sri Lanka, Syria. 
Malaysia. Saudi .Arabia, Kuwait, Tajikistan. 

• Asia/Oceania Zone Group 4 (the top two 
promoted ro Croup 3 1 

Jordan. Oman, Bahrain, the United .Arab 
Emirates. Iraq. Brunei, and Bangladesh. 

• Euro/ African Zone Group 3 (the top two 
promoted to Group 2. the last two relegated to 
Group 4) 

Ghana. Estonia. Madagascar, Cyprus, Greece. 
Bosnia-Herzeeovina. Kenya, Togo 

• Euro/ African Zone Group 3 (the top two 
promoted to Group 2. the last two relegated to 
Group 4) 

Nigeria, Turkey. Malta. San Marino. Lithuania. 
Macedonian. Moldova. Tunisia. 

• Euro/ African Zone Group 4 (the top two 
promoted to Group 3 ) 

Armenia, Benin, Uganda. Djibouti. Botswana, 
Cameroon, Azerbaijan. Sudan. 

• Euro/ African Zone Group 4 (the top two 
promoted to Group 3 ) 

Ethiopia. Algeria. Liechtenstein. Zambia, 
Iceland 


Hingis starts defence of Toray Pan Pacific title 


TOKYO (AFP) — Martina 
Hingis avenged her doubles 
partner's loss by thrashing 
Russian Elena Likhovtseva 
6- 1 , 6-0 here on Wednesday, 
launching her campaign to 
defend the Toray Pan Pacific 
Open tennis tournament. 

The Swiss teenager was 
drawn to face another 
teenage sensation Croatian 
Mitjanu Lucie, with whom 
Hingis defended the 
Australian Open doubles 
title, but Likhovtseva 
knocked Lucic out in 
Tuesday's first round. 

Fresh from defending both 
singles and doqbles tides in 
Melbourne, kttngis Showed 


no sign of fatigue as she 
allowed the Russian to hold 
only the opening game 
before dominating the match 
winning 12 games in a row. 

The 1996 Frewnch Open 
champion Iva Majoli of 
Croatia joined Hingis in the 
quarter- finals after Chinese 
national champion Li Fang 
abandoned the match w hen 
the fifth-seeded Croat was 
leading 6-3 and 3-0. 

Li, who survived the qual- 
ifying rounds and defeated 
Thailand’s Tamarine 

Tanasugam Tueday, was 
suffering from an inflamma- 
tion of left knee joint and 
needed court-side treatment 


at the beginning of the sec- 
ond set. 

But she decided to pull out 
after falling easy prey to 
Majoli in the next three 
games. 

"1 didn't know she was 
injured,” said Majoli. "But I 
have to be pretty happy with 
the way I played.” 

“Actually, I wanted to play- 
till the end. because 1 was 
feeling good and 1 wanted to 
hit a few more balls, but I'll 
wait for my next match,” she 
added. 

Hingis needed just 44 min- 
utes to beat Likhovtseva, 
losing only three points on 
her serve in the first set. 


Likhovtseva had to wait 
until the third game of the 
second set to haw her first 
break opportunity when 
Hingis double-faulted to go 
down 15-40 and produced 
another double fault to give 
advantage to the Russian. 

But "Likhovtseva was 
never able to capitalize as 
the 17-year-old world num- 
ber one stood firm on her 
serve to save the game easi- 
ly before finishing off the 
second round match. 

“1 just played very well. I 


was very focused on it." said 
Hingis. “This is a very fast 
surface, so 1 kind of like to 
play on it. because you don't 
have to run around so much. 
If you hit a good ball, it’s a 
winner.” 

"At the Australian Open, 
you have to play much hard- 
er than here. I'm happy to 
play here, because it’s much 
fasrer and if you get a little 
bit tired, this surface is very- 
nice for me.” Hingis added. 


CRR FOR SALE 


DUTY UNPAID 

1997 Honda Civic LX (silver), dual 
airbags, cruse control, kenwood cassette 
stereo, full options, 6,000 miles only, 
excellent condition. 

Must sell! 


JD7,100 only 
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Germans 
to raffle 
World Cup 
tickets 
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BONN (AFP) — 
Overwhelmed by requests 
for World Cup tickets, the 
German Football Federation 
(DFB) will be forced to 
stage a lottery to allocate 
entry passes. 

“We already have an esti- 
mated 40.000 to 50,000 
ticket requests per game,” 
said DFB general secretary 
Horst Schinidt on Tuesday. 

“We’ can only expect a 
maximum of 32500 tickets 
though for each of the three 
preliminary matches." 

The Germans open their 
campaign in Paris against 
the Unired States on June 
15. travel to Lens for their 
second game against 
Yugoslavia on June 2 1st and 
then go to Montpellier on 
the 25th to play Iran. 

The number of letters 
from German fans seeking 
World Cup tickets has 
swamped the DFB's 
Frankfurt heaquarters — 
and less than two per cent of 
them will be lucky winners 
in the forthcoming Jotter}'- 
No one person will be 
allowed to have more than 
four tickets. 

At the Marseille draw in 
December, German coach 
Berti Vogts expressed his 
dissastisfaction that so few 
German football lovers 
would have the chance to 
see their side live in action 
in France. 






Featuring a breathtaking view of Amman 
from our Top Finin’, we welcome you daily 
from 7 MO - Il.OOpm (dosed on Fridays) 


RadissonJP/T 


H O TEL 


A M M A N 


The difference is genuine. 




Experience NEW delights of fine, innovative European cuisine! 

Executive Chef, Knud Bundgaard proudly presents from the menu: 

Spinach and R icorta ravioli in tomato cream • Bisque of Spanish mussels • Grilled veal 
escalopes with apples and Calvados souce...accompanied by an exciting selection of 
wines, digestives and cigars [detailed menu is available upon request). 

Onur,\ Club Restaurant - Top Floor • Radisson SAS Hotel Amman (Former Philadelphia Hotel) 

Reservations recommended - Direct Tel: 06 5607200 - Fax: 06 5665 1 60 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HJRSCH 


FIND THE ENDPLAY 


Both vulnerable. North deals 

NORTH 

♦ A K J 7 
? K 10 8 
•JK876 

* A 9 


WEST 

*4 

VQJ912 
O 5 

+ J106543 


EAST 

♦ 32 

TA6543 
OQ J 109 

♦ Q7 


SOUTH 
♦ Q 109 865 
^ Void 
■> A 4 3 2 
*K82 

The bid dine; 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

10 Puu I* Pm 

4 * Put* 6a Paaa 

Paaa Pan 

Opening lead: Queen of <? 

There are tunes when, from the 
opening gun, your line of piny is 
dear cuL Assuming trumps Ore 2-1 
and there is nothing unusual about 
the opening lead, to all intents and 
purposes declarer can claim the 
contract alter the lead of the qu e en 
of hearts. 

With a bolding that was virtually 
ail prime and with good intermedi- 
ates, the North hand is too strong 
for even a 16-18 point one no 


trump. Norco LCerelore chose to 
open one diamond, intending to 
rebid two no trump over a one- 
heart response. When South 
responded one spade instead. 
North's jump to four spades 
described a powerful bolding with 
four-card trump support, and South 
had no problem in contracting for 
12 tntfcs. 

West led the queen of hearts. 
Declarer played low from dummy 
and rufled in band. Trumps were 
drawn in two rounds, the see and 
king of diamonds w**re cashed and 
West's failure to follow was only a 
minor disappointment. Declarer 
cashed the ace of dubs and led the 
king of hearts. Since the opening 
lead virtually marked East with the 
ace. declarer intended discarding a 
diamond had East not covered. 
When East played the ace, declarer 
ruffed, cashed the king of clubs and 
entered dummy by ruffing a dub 
Now the ten of hearts was led and a 
diamond was discarded from the 
closed band. East was forced to 
reuirn a heart or a club, either of 
which would be ruffed on the board 
iwhile declarer's was discarded 
1 What if West turned up with four 
(diamonds? in that case declarer 
[would first lead the ten of hearts 
d niff it, then throw East in with 
e ace of hearts for the same end- 
lay in either case, declarer's only 
loser would be a heart. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Fully top quality furnished. Two bedrooms, 
fireplace, front garden, garage, central 
heating, telephone. 

Monthly Rent: $1,000 

Tel./Fax: 847200 


FOR RENT 


Well-furnished apartment at Jabal Amman, 7th Circle, 
behind C-Town stores. 

The area is 220 sq.m. Consists of 3 bedrooms (one is 
master), 3 bathrooms, salon, extensive dining room, fully 
equipped kitchen with all independent services — 
independent heating, water well, satellite and garage. 

If anyone interested 
please contact the owner directly at 
Tel.: 5155710 or Mobile: 079/37945 


THE BRITISH COUNCIL LANGUAGE CENTRE 


toocoo* 
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ARABIC COURSES STARTING 
COLLOQUIAL JORDANIAN ARABIC 
NEW METHODOLOGY 
GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED PROGRESS 
REGISTER NOW 
COURSES STARTING IN FEBRUARY 
For further information please contact: 

Lina Maiji at British council Language Centre. 

Telephone: (00) (962) (6) 613368, 636147/8 
Fax: (00) (962) (6) 613389, 656413 

The British Council, registered in England as a 
charity no. 209131, is the United Kingdom’s 
international network for education, culture 
and development services. 

Visit our World Wide Web site at: 
http://www.britcoun.org/jordan 
Visit our Nets Conference at: 
Information Providers/The British Council 
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SECRETARIAL VACANCY 


A multi-national firm has an opening for an entry 
level secretary with following qualifications: 

* Excellent English and Arabic 
( written / verbal ) 

* Strong PC skills 

* Knowledge of Winword / Excel / 

PowerPoint a plus 

If interested , please fax current CV to 5664096 
or mail to : 

Recruitment Officer 
P.O.Box 143156 
Amman 1 1 81 4,Jordan 


BRITISH EMBASSY 
ANNUAL NOTICE TO ALL BRITISH 
CITIZENS LIVING JORDAN 

Have you registered with the British Embassy? if you 
are a British citizen and live in Jordan, please contact 
the British Embassy, Consular Section, in order to 
obtain a registration form. 

If you have registered during 1997, please confirm 
your continuing presence in Jordan by re-registering as 
soon as possible. Please also notify Consular Section 
about any changes of address and/or telephone 
number. Such confirmation is in the interest of all 
British nationals in Jordan. 

If names are not re-registered within three months the 
Embassy will be obliged to consider that those 
concerned have left the country. The names will 
accordingly be deleted from the register, 
if you are a citizen of a commonwealth country which 
does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Jordan, 
please ask the British Embassy, Consular Section, 
about registration formalities. 

The British Embassy is located in Abdoun, 
Damascus Street, near the Orthodox Club, 
Telephone 5923100, Fax.: 5923759. 

The Post Office Box Number 
is 87, Amman 11118 

The Consulate is open from Sunday to Thursday 
08:30 to 12:00 hours 





i2 N e ws 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, February 5-6 , 1998 





eli s* 1 
in e* 


Palestinians warn of violence, 
accuse Israel of making 
mockery of peace 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

PALESTINIANS accused 

Israel Wednesday of mak- 
ing a “mockery" of peace 
negotiations and courting 
violent protests by approv- 
ing construction of 132 
more Jewish units on dis- 
puted land in Jerusalem. 

Palestinian officials 
charged Israel with exploit- 
ing the fact that world atten- 
tion was riveted on the Iraq 
crisis to expand the Jewish 
presence in illegally 

annexed Arab east 

Jerusalem. 

The interior ministry 
issued authorisation 

Tuesday for construction of 
132 units in the Ras A1 
Amoud, although a govern- 
ment spokesman said there 
was no intention to start 
building immediately. 

A top aide to Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
warned that construction of 
the units would exacerbate 
tensions already running 
high after the failure of U.S. 
efforts to break the 10- 
month deadlock in peace 
negotiations. 

“The decision to build 
homes at Ras A1 Amoud is a 
spark to light the fuse which 
will turn our already 'tense 


relations into an explosion,” 
Ahmad Abdul Rahman told 
AFP. 

“Our people will not 
accept settlements and it is 
, our people's right to resist 
this cancerous settlement 
growth.” he said. 

“Israel is making a mock- 
ery of the peace process," 
added Han an Ashrawi, who 
holds the higher education 
portfolio in President 
Arafat’s cabinet. 

She accused Israel of 
exploiting the current crisis 
with Iraq “to draw attention 

Israel: 

Construction 
approval is 
technicality 

away ffom its policies of 
settlement.” 

“This is a clear and delib- 
erate insult” to the United 
States, which has called on 
Israel to call a halt to settle- 
ment construction as part of 
a package of proposals to 
revive the peace process. 

But a spokesman for 
Israeli Prune Minister 


Benyamin Netanyahu said 
the interior ministry 
approval was “just techni- 
cal" and resulted from a 
petition to the high court by 
Palestinians waiting for 
.construction of their neigh- 
bourhood. 

“The government will not 
allow construction at Ras A1 
Amoud. This is a bureau- 
cratic matter that has to do 
with their petition to the 
high court... We have the 
means to prevent construc- 
tion." Shai Bazak told 
Reuters. 

Palestinians say Jewish 
settlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem and other areas 
Israel occupied in 1967 is 
illegal and thwarts peace- 
making. 

Israel- PN A peace talks 
collapsed last March when 
Israel launched a settlement 
project for Jews on Jabal 
Abu Gbneira in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

“This is another destruc- 
tive step taken by this gov- 
ernment to create a new 
problem in Jerusalem." said 
Faisal A1 Husseini. the 
PLO’s senior official in 
Jerusalem. 

“We view this as an 
attempt to put obstacles in 
the path of any political set- 
tlement," he told reporters. 


Israel apologises to Britain in 
fiasco over Arafat-Blair letter 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel has 
apologised to Britain for issu- 
ing fake complaints about die 
contents of a letter written by 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat to British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, officials 
said Wednesday. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
spokesman, . David- Bar-Elan, 
fired off statements to the 
world press last week accusing 
Me Arafat of having sent con- 
tradictory promises to U.S. and 
British leaders about revisions 
the Palestinian leader said had 
been made to the Palestinian 
covenant 

Israel has demanded that the 
Palestinians cancel all articles 
in the 1968 document chal- 
lenging Israel's right to exist as 
a condition for further troop 
pullbacks ffom the West Bank. 

The Palestinians say the 
charter was already revised by 
their top decision-making 
body, the Palestine' National 
Council (PNC), in 19%. 

To counter fee Israeli 
demands for a renewal of the 
PNC action. Ml Arafat wrote 
parallel letters last month to 
U.S. President Bill Clinton and 


Ml Blair pinpointing all fee 
articles cancelled by fee coun- 
cil in 1996. 

Mr. Bar-Qlan claimed 
President Arafat's letter to Mr. 
Clinton mentioned 12 articles 
which had been entirely can- 
celled and 16 which had been 
revised, while fee letter to Ml 
Blair confirmed the annulment 
of only nine articles and revi- 
sion of 14. 

He said fee contradiction 
was further proof of Israel’s 
argument that Mr. Arafat bad 
faM to borour a commitment 
under earlier peace accords to 
cancel all clauses in fee charter 
calling for fee destruction of 
Israel. 

Wednesday, embarrassed 
Israeli officials admitted feat 
fee letters to President Clinton 
and Ml Blair were in fact iden- 
tical but that a typist at Israel's 
embassy in Washington had 
led fee government to believe 
they were different. 

ia transcribing Mr. Arafat's 
letter to Mr. Blair, which had 
been forwarded by the British 
embassy in Washington, the 
typist inserted a comma 
instead of a dash in the list of 
cancelled clauses, so articles 6- 


10 became Articles 6, 10. 
implying feat numbers seven, 
eight and nine remained in 
force. 

The secretary also failed to 
mention two other articles as 
having been deleted, officials 
in Mr. Bar-Elan's office said. 

Britain's ambassador to fee 
United States. David Manning, 
sent a letter of protest to Mr. 
Bar-Elan over the matter 

Mr. Manning had himself 
hailed President Arafat's letter 
to Mr. Blair and said he hoped 
it would prevent fee issue of 
fee charter from undermining 
efforts to break fee 10-month 
deadlock in Lsraeli-Palestinian 
negotiations. 

Mr. Bar-Elan apologised to 
Mr. Manning and all recipients 
of. fee incorrect Israeli version 
of fee letter, officials said. 

Israel continues to insist, 
however, that Ml Arafat’s let- 
ter and fee 1996 PNC decision 
do not meet their demands for 
revision of fee charter. 

Washington also welcomed 
tite Palestinian moves and 
President Arafat claims Israel 
is using the issue simply to 
avoid having to carry out 
promised troop pullbacks. 


Millennium rush to Israel could 
overwhelm facilities — official 


TIBERIAS (AFP) — An 
expected crush of pilgrims to 
the holy land for the millenni- 
um wfll overwhelm tourism 
facilities unless Israel quickly 
launches a midti-milEon-doJJar 
infrastructure development 
programme, an official said 
Wednesday. 

“Tourism ministry figures 
show that beginning in April 
1999 some three million 
tourists each year will begin 
visiting sites in the area around 
the Sea of Galilee," also 
known as Lake Kinneret, said 
the head of the Jordan Valley 
municipal council, Zeev Sbor. 

“We are in danger of a total 
collapse of the whole system 
due to a lack of preparation and 


insufficient infrastructure," Mr. 
Shor told AFP. 

He charged that with cele- 
brations of the 2000th birthday 
of Jesus Christ looming, the 
tourism ministry has not even 
begun serious efforts to build 
hotels, parking lots, sewerage 
and water systems for tourists 
in the math. 

“Pilgrims will not have 
places to stay or park and win 
be very frustrated if we don’t 
start work immediately,’' Ml 
Sbor said. 

“I have sent a six-month, 30- 
millk m-doUar emergency plan 
to the ministry that 1 hope they 
will accept," he said 

Mr. Shor said he estimated 
fee pilgrims would arrive in the 


Galilee region where Jesus 
spec; his youth at the rate of 

10.000 a day, causing massive 
traffic jams if large “park and 
boat" lots are not built around 
the lake. 

Tbs tourism ministry esti- 
mates that as man y as five mil- 
lion tourists will arrive in Israel 
in 2000 alone, double fee num- 
ber that came in 1996. 

Palestinian authorities in 
Bethlehem, by Christian tradi- 
tion the birthplace of Jesus, are 
also struggling to prepare for 
the arrival of pilgrims. 

Israel is constructing some 

20.000 hotel rooms in prepara- 
tion for the festivities. 


Cyprus says missiles will arrive on time 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Cyprus 
said Wednesday that it has 
received fresh assurances 
from Russia that the S-300 
missiles purchased by this 
eastern Mediterranean island 
will be delivered on sched- 
ule. 

Foreign Minister Yiannakis 
Cassoulides said the assur- 
ance was in a message deliv- 
ered by Russian Ambassador 
Giorgi Muratov to Cypriot 
President Glafcos Clerides 
Monday. 

“Muratov asked to see the 


president to repeat the reas- 
surances of the Russian side 
that the contract for the 
S-300 missiles would be kept 
to fuUy, despite international 
objections,” Mr. Cassoulides 
said. 

The United States and 
Britain have said the 
Russian-made ground-to-air 
missiles, scheduled for deliv- 
ery in a few months, would 
only heighten tensions on 
this divided island. 

The internationally recog- 
nised Greek-Cypriot govern- 


ment’s decision in January 
1997 to go ahead with the 
purchase of the S-300 mis- 
siles sparked an angry 
response from Ankara, 
which says the weapons are 
capable of hitting targets in 
southern Turkey. 

Turkey has warned it will 
use force to prevent delivery 
of the missiles, scheduled for 
mid- 1998, and in military 
exercises in northern Cyprus 
in November Turkish forces 
carried out a mock attack to 
destroy the weapons. 



CUSTARD PIE LEAVES WORD PERFECT GATES SPEECHLESS: Microsoft boss Bill Gates got an unexpected 
taste of a Belgian speciality here on Wednesday. As he got out of his car at the 'Concert Nobel' in Brussels, where 
he was addressing a conference marking the 10th Anniversary of Flanders Technology, the computer magnate was 
hit f ull in the face by four fresh cream tarts. Noel Godin, a notorious practical joker who specialises in custard pie 
attacks on celebrities; immediately claimed responsibility for orchestrating the operation that left the normally 
Word Perfect Gates speechless. 'After taking four pies straight in the face he could hardly say anything,' he said 
(AFP photo) 

White House says Blair’s 
U.S. visit to focus on Iraq 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States and Britain 
wfll focus on their joint deter- 
mination to stand up to Iraq 
during a visit here this week by 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair 

The crisis that followed 
Baghdad's refusal to allow 
UN. weapons inspectors to 
view specified sites in Iraq “is 
very much front and centre on 
the minds of the president and 
the prime minister” White 
House spokesman Michael 
McCuny said last weekend. 
Ml Blair arrives in 
Washington Thursday for a 
four-day official visit fear will 
include talks wife U.S. 
President Bfll Clinton. 

Among other topics on fee 
agenda for Thursday’s talks are 
Bosnia, Northern Ireland, the 
Middle East peace process and 
NATO enlargement Mr. 
McCuny said 

The similarity of views 


between Washington and 
London on the Iraq crisis was 
in evidence last week during 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright’s visit to 
London, where fee held talks 
with British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook. 

Mr. Blair also reaffirmed 
London's commitment to sup- 
porting any necessary military 
action against Baghdad. 

“ff we conclude feat the only 
option to enforce the JUJN.J 
Security Council's will is mili- 
tary action, we will not shrink 
from it" Mr. Blair said at a 
Labour Party meeting. 

London on Monday sent six 
Harrier jets to the Gulf, where 
they will join fee aircraft carri- 
er HMS EJustrious. 

So fan Britain is the only 
U.S. ally to have offered such 
unequivocal support tor a pos- 
sible military strike against 
Iraq. 

Fbr its port Washington has 


agreed to support Britain's 
request tor a Security Council 
resolution declaring Iraq in 
violation of its U.N. obliga- 
tions — even though 
Washington considers fee 
move unnecessary. 

“To the extent it could be 
helpful fine. But it’s not neces- 
sary. We think we have all fee 
legal basis for taking other 
action," a U.S. official said. 

Ml Clinton and Ml Blair’s 
talks on Thursday are expected 
to last for two hours. 

On Friday the two are due to 
address a joint news confer- 
ence. which is keenly awaited 
here because it will be the first 
time Ml Clm ton answers ques- 
tions ffom the media since 
claims emerged two weeks ago 
feat fee presided had an affair 
wife a former White House 
intern. 

Me Clinton can expect Mr. 
Blair to be supportive on that 
issue too. The British prime 


minister had already expressed 
his sympathy in a telephone 
conversation wife Mr., Clinton 
last week 

Mr. McCrary said fee two 
would probably discuss Mr. 
Clinton's personal problems in 
a very general manner. 

White House officials, have 
said Mr. Blair would likely 
take part in Mr. Clinton’s 
weekly Saturday radio address 
on Feb. 6. 

Ml Blair was also scheduled 
to meet congressional leaders 
and to visit a school in 
Washington — possibly with 
Mr. Clinton. 

The Blairs will spend Friday 
night wife the Clintons at the 
Camp David residential retreat 
— a further indication that 
Washington is determined to 
highlight fee “special relation- 
ship" between the United 
States and Britain 


Russia’s Gazprom sees no 
retreat from Iranian gas 


Khamenei 
confirmed 
as Iran’s 
supreme leader 

TEHRAN (AFP) — An 
assembly of prominent 
Iranian clerics has con- 
firmed Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei as the supreme 
leader of the Islamic repub- 
lic despite several chal- 
lenges to his rule, fee body 
said in a statement on 
Wednesday. 

The Assembly of Experts, 
which is tasked wife 
appointing the spiritual 
leader, the highest authority, 
stressed the primacy of the 
“Velayai-e-Faqih,” or the 
religious government which 
finds expression in the 
supreme leader. 

"Velayat is the source of 
national power and unity,” it 
said at the end of a three-day 
meeting in the holy city of 
Mashhad, northeastern Iran. 

The system of Velayat was 
established after fee 1979 
Islamic Revolution to 
ensure the survival of the 
religious government in 
Iran. 

The late founder of fee 
Islamic republic Ayatollah 
RuhoUah Khomeini occu- 
pied the post until he died in 
1989. The assembly then 
voted Ayatollah Khamenei, 
5S. into the office, which is 
guaranteed all-encompass- 
ing powers far beyond those 
enjoyed by the president. 

The members of the 
assembly are (Erectly elect- 
ed by universal suffrage for 
eight years. It is presided by 
Ayatollah Ali Meshkmi, the 
Friday prayer leader of the 
holy city of Qom, central 
Iran, and former President 
Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
natural gas monopoly 
Gazprom said on 
Wednesday that it would go 
ahead with a $2 billion deal 
to tap gas reserves in Iran, 
despite the threat of U.S. 
sanctions against it and 
other participants. 

The United States State 
Department said on 
Tuesday it had yet to decide 
whether to impose sanc- 
tions against Gazprom and 
the two other foreign firms 
involved in the project — 
France's Total SA and 
Malaysia's Petronas. 

Bur department 

spokesman James Foley 
said the imposition of sanc- 
tions “remains a real possi- 
bility." 

The U.S. Iran-Libya 
Sanctions Act (1LSA) fore- 


NAJROBI (AFP) — The 
Sudanese government 
Wednesday banned air- 
drops by the U.N. World 
Food Programme (WFP) to 
some 150,000 Sudanese 
displaced by fighting 
between rebels and govern- 
ment troops in the south, the 
agency announced. 

WFP started the emer- 
gency air-drops Tuesday in 
Bar A1 Ghazal state for peo- 
ple displaced by fighting 
between Khartoum govern- 
ment troops and the Sudan 
People's Liberation Array at 
Wau, Anvil and Gogrial. 

A C-J30 Hercules aircraft 
based at Lokichokio. in 
northern Kenya, made two 


sees sanctions against for- 
eign firms that invest more 
than $20 million in the oil 
and gas sectors of those two 
countries. 

Gazprom, the world's 
largest gas company, said it 
would not be deterred from 
going ahead with the project 
to develop the huge off- 
shore South Pars gas and 
condensate field. 

“We will take part in the 
south pars project, because 
it does not break any laws 
— Russian, Iranian or 
French,’’ said Gazprom 
spokesman Dmitry Dankin. 

“The losses of any sanc- 
tions would be suffered 
above all by the 
Americans,” he told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Dankin said that 
Gazprom's interests in Iran 


runs Tuesday and one 
Wednesday morning before 
the ban, spokeswoman 
Brenda Barton told AFP. 

She said the government 
banned the flights oil securi- 
ty grounds, but said it 
would consider specific 
requests for drops in areas 
of acute human need “on a 
case-by-case basis." 

The agency was now for- 
mulating such requests, she 
said. 

The government had 
promised to review the ban 
once the security situation 
changed, Ms. Barton said, 
adding that flights were 
continuing, with govern- 
ment permission, to other 


had the full backing of 
Russia’s political elite, all 
the way up to President 
Boris Yeltsin. 

First Deputy Prime 
Minister Boris Nemtsov 
told a lpcal radio station late 
in January that the govern- 
ment would protect Russian 
interests anywhere in the 
world. 

"Our interest is that 
Gazprom takes part in the 
development of its [Iran’s] 
reserves in South Pars ” Mr. 
Nemtsov added. 

In the past the U.S. has 
accused Iran of pursuing a 
nuclear weapons pro- 
gramme. sponsoring terror- 
ism and undermining the 
Middle East peace process. 


areas in the south. 

On Tuesday, the agency 
said that the fighting in Bar 
A1 Ghazal “broke out very 
suddenly, and has prompted 
thousands of townspeople 
to .abandon their homes with 
virtually no belongings — 
no food, no water, no cloth- 
ing, and no shelter materi- 
als.” 

“The estimated 100.000- 

150,000 civilians are flee- 
ing in about four different 
directions,” a statement 
said. 

"They are now living in 
the bush and in very small 
villages. Most of the dis- 
placed are women and chil- 
dren." 


Sudan’s government bans food drops 



Little Mermaid to 
resume wistful vigfl 


COPENHAGEN (AP) 

The Little Mermaid is about 
to resume her wistful vigfl aj 
Copenhagen’s harbour, "four 
weeks after the bronze stat- 
ue's head was sawn off! The 
head was reattached over fee 
weekend and workmen were 
smoothing over the welding 
seam, said dry spokesman. 
Per Langsoe Christensen. No 
one has been arrested for the 
vandalism of Copenhagen’s 
beloved landmark which 
draws about a milli on visitors 
a year. The head was returned 

by a hooded man who 
dropped it off at a televisioa 
station three days after it was 
hacked off. The statue, based 
on die Hans Christian 
Andersen tale was erected on 
a rock at fee edge of the har- 
bour in 1913. 


Daniel Baldwin 
hospitalised after 
drug binge 


And the rich 
get richer... 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — One of 
Israel's most well-paid busi- 
ness executives won $1.4 mil- 
lion in the national lottery and 
then did what anyone else 
would: quit his job, the 
Jerusalem Post reported 
Wednesday. Last week Doron 
Steiger, chief executive offi- 
cer of the Israel Corporation, 
surprised the business com- 
munity by suddenly resigning 
from his job at one of Israel’s 
biggest investment compa- 
nies, which paid him nearly 
'$30,000 a month. Israel 
Corporation spokesmen 
would only say that Steiger 
resigned for “personal rea- 
sons But fee Jerusalem Post 
said the businessman was tak- 
ing his lottery winnings to 
start his own company to 
manage real estate and finan- 
cial investments. 


Sweden’s Electrolux 
develops robot 
vacuum cleaner 


STOCKHOLM (R) — 

Swedish appliance maker AB 
Electrolux said H is working 
on a way to take the drudgery 
out of house cleaning — fee 
world's first seif-operaiing 
vacuum cleaner. The cylindri- 
cal machine, which took 10 
years to develop, moves 
around a room using sound 
waves which alert it to an 
object in its path. When it 
senses one. it changes direc- 
tion. Its brain is a micro- 
processor which has the same 
capacity as a personal’ com- 
putet. Electrolux said 


Israeli researchers 
take the wraps off 
new coating 


TEL AVIV <R) — Food 
wrapping could be relegated 
to the dustbin of history if a 
new Israeli invention catches 
on. Researchers from Hebrew 
University’s agriculture facul- 
ty said they hid developed an 
alible coating for food that 
could make synthetic wrap- 
ping obsolete. Presenting 
their invention to Israeli man- 
ufacturers, they said die clear, 
tasteless, scentless, natural 
polymer-based coating — 
derived from seaweed — 
would make ffujt. vegetables, 
cheeses. canals* and other 
foods last longer and lode bet- 
ter, The researchers said the 
adhesive coating would 
extend die shelf life and main- 
tain the colour of products by 
seating in water and nutrients. 
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NEW YORK (AFP) — US. 
actor Daniel Baldwin has 
been hospitalised after going 
berserk in a New York hotel 
room because of a binge of 
crack-smoking, one of his 
brothers said Thesday on 
local television. Baldwin, 37, 
was found “naked and bleed- 
ing" in a room of the Plaza 
Hotel, according to fee New 
York Post During his arrest 
he was described as “raving 
and incoherent” The paper 
said he was hospitalised in 
critical condition. But his 
brother Billy told NY One 
television feat Daniel 
Baldwin was doing better cu 
Tuesday. 
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